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To all whom it MaY CONCETN,:
Be it known that Brapie M. PERDUE, &

citizen of the United States of America, re-

siding at Franklin, in the county of Simpson
and State of Kentucky, have invented new
and useful Improvements in Vehicle-Thill
Supports, of which the following is a speciil-

-~ cation. |
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This invention relates to supports for

‘vehicle thills, and one of the principal ob-

jects of the same is to provide means for
supporting the thills in any position which
may be required for use and to support the
thills in an upwardly inclined position when
the vehicle 1s not 1n use. | .
Another object of the invention 1s to pro-
vide a spring thill support which will hold the
thills up out of the way when the vehicle 1s
not in use, and which will permit the thills

to drop to a horizontal position when 1n use

and support said thills in this position.
These and other objects may be attained
by means of the construction illustrated in
the accompanying drawings, in which:
Figure 1 is a side elevation of a thill sup-
port made in accordance with my invention
and connected to the axle and cross bar oi
the thill, said axle and cross bar and the

swingletree being shown in section, and the

thills being shown thrown upward in posi-
tion when not in use. Fig. 2 is a similar
view showing the thills thrown down 1n posi-
tion for use. Fig. 3 is a perspective view ol
my thill support detached from the axle
and cross bar of the thill. Fig. 4 is a detail
perspective view of a modified form of sup-
porting block. Fig. 5 is a vertical section of
the same. KHig. 6 is a detall view showing a
modified form of yoke. Fig. 7 1s a similar
view of a still further modified form of yoke.

Referring to the drawings for a more par-
ticular description of my invention, the nu-

-meral 1 designates one of the thills of the

vehicle, 2 is the axle, 3 is the cross bar which
connects the thill, and 4 is the swingletree.
These parts may be of the usual or any suit-
able construction. The thill support con-
sists of a supporting block 5 having a -thread-
ed aperture 6 extending through the same
at an angle, said supporting block being con-
nected to the axle by means of supporting
flanges 7 having bolt apertures 8 theremn to
accommodate bolts which pass through said
apertures and through the axle. _
A yoke 9 provided with a threaded end 10

which engages the threaded aperture 6 in the | and 5, may be adjusted to give more or less.

ml

block 5 1s pivbta:lly connected at its upper
end to a lever having spaced arms 11. A

bolt 12 extends through the yoke 9 aund

through the arms 11, said bolt being pro-
vided with a rubber anti-rattler roller 13.
The arms 11 are provided with adjusting ap-
ertures 14 and similar adjusting apertures 15
are formed in the yoke 9. Connected to the
yoke 9 is a stirrup 16, said stirrup being piv-
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oted upon- bolts 17, and said stirrup being -

provided with a hook 18 to which a spiral
spring 19 is connected at one end, the oppo-
site end of said spring being connected to a
Jink 20 which engages a loop 21 formed on
the clip which secures the swingletree 4 to the
cross bar 3 of the thills. "The spring 19 1s
connected at its upper end to the spaced
arris 11, It will be understood that the
thill support is disposed centrally to the axle
and cross bar 3. | |
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Referring to Figs. 4 and 5 of the drawing 1t '

will be noticed that the supporting block 5 1s
Erovided with a threaded aperture 62, said

lock being pivotally connected, as at 72, be-
tween the ears 8% of a supporting bar which
may be connected to the axle in a manner
similar to that shown in Fig. 3. The sup-
porting block 5* is adjustable toward and
from the supporting bar by means of a re-

movable pin 92, said pin extending through
any one of a series of apertures 10* in the

ears 82. A supporting block made In ac-
cordance with this modified form of my 1n-
vention may be secured to the axle 2 by
means of a clip 112, one arm 12* of which
may be extended around the supporting bar
between the block 5* and the front wall of
said supporting bar. -

The operation of my invention may be
briefly described as follows: When the thills
are in the position shown in Fig. 1 and 1t 1s
desired to harness the horse between the
thills, the latter are dropped to the position
shown in Fig. 2, the yoke 9 and the arms 11
being moved upon the bolt 12 and the anti-
rattler roller 13 bearing against the spring,
as shown in this figure of the drawing, to

hold the thills in a horizontal position.

When the horse is withdrawn from the thills
they may be thrown up into the position
shown in Fig. 1 out of the way. Should it be
deemed necessary to adjust the tension of
the spring 19, the stirrup 16 may be adjusted
upon the bolts 17 in an obvious manner.
The supporting block 52, as shown 1n Figs. 4
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angular disposition to the yoke 9 and the
armas 11, |

From the foregoing it will be obvious that
‘a thill support made in accordance with my

invention 1s comparatively simple in con-
struction, can be readily applied to any ve-
hicle, will hold the thills in any position re-
quired, and can be manufactured at slight

Referring to Hig. 6 1t will be seen that the
yoke 92 1s provided with 4 cross bar 10% at
the bottom thereof, and that in Fig. 7 this

‘cross bar 10* is omitted from the yoke 9P.
Thus, provision 1s made for attachment to
vehicle axles of various forms. |

Ieclaimis: :
1. A thill support comprising a threaded

Having thus described the invention, what

- yoke, a supporting block provided with a
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~ spring, a lever an

threaded aperture for said yoke, spaced

arms_ pivotally connected to said yoke, an

antil-rattler roller mounted on the pivotal
bolt, a spring connected to said spaced arm
and to said yoke and one end of said spring
being connected to a clip on the cross bar be-
tween the thills. ' -

2. A thill sup(fort comprising a spiral

a yoke pivotally connect- |
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ed together, and an anti-rattler roller on the
pivotal bolt. |

3. A thill support comprising a support-
ing block, provided with a threaded aperture

therein, a yoke having a threaded shank
fitted to said block, spaced arms pivotally
connected to sald yoke by a bolt, a rubber

- roller mounted on said bolt,” a spring con-

nected to said yoke by a stirrup, the oppo-
site end of said spring being connected to said
arms, and means for connecting said spring
to the cross bar between the thills and means
fOIi connecting the supporting block to the
axle. - - |

4. A thll support comprising a spring, a

yoke, spaced arms, a pivotal bolt for con-

necting said arms and yoke, an anti-rattler
on sald bolt, a supporting block for said

voke, means for connecting said supporting

block to an axle, and means for connecting

sald spring at one end to said arms and at

the other end to said yoke. | |
In testimony whereof, I affix my signature
1n presence of two witnesses. o

"~ BRADIE M. PERDUE.
Witnesses:

AmveEr Brownw. ! |
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