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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, WiLriam OSTER, a
citizen of the United States, residing in the
county of Caldwell and State of Missouri,
have mvented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Clamps for Holding Woven-
Wire Fencing while Stretching; and I do
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to the dccompanying
drawings, and to the letters and figures of
reference marked thereon, which form a part
of this specification.

My present invention relates to a clamp
for holding woven wire fencing while stretch-

‘1ng, and more particularly to a device of that
~class for use in stretching wire fences. |

In setting a fence of this character, the
wire must be stretched between the posts
before securing it thereto, and as the thick-
ness of the body wires is not the same in all
cases, 1t 1s desirable, if not absolutely neces-
sary that the stretcher clamp be adapted for
adjustment to different thicknesses of wire.

Lt is the object of my invention to provide

a clamping device which may be quickly at-
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- views and in which,—

tached to 4 portion of wire fencing, and
which will firmly grip the wire while the lat-
ter 1s being stretched, irrespective of the size
of the wire of which the fence is composed;
and to provide a combined draft frame and
auxiliary clamp therefor. o

In accomplishing' this object I have pro-
vided the improved details of structure which
will presently be fully described and set out
in the claims, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings forming part of this
specification, in which like reference numer-
als refer to like parts throughout the several

Figure I is a view in persEective of a sec-
tion of wire fence to whic

nal sectional view through the upright clamp-
ing member. Fig. IT] is an enlarged view 1n
end elevation, of the draft member. Fig. IV
15 a top plan view of same.
In cross section on the line V—V, Fig. IT.
‘Referring more in detail to the parts,—
m Kig. Iis shown a section of wire fence of an

ordinary type, which is composed of a series

of longitudinal body wires 1, and transverse
wires 2, the latter being preferably secured to

the top and bottom body wires and, if desired,

my improved |
clamp 1s attached. Fig. II is a longitudi-

Fig. V is a view

may be woven in and out through the inter-
mediate wires 1.

3 represents a metal bar of a convenient
length, having rigidly secured to, and pro-
jecting at a right angle to one end, a link 4.
At the opposite end of the bar is a curved lip
5, turned i the same direction as link 4, and
having a cam face 6, swelling outwardly from
the body of the bar and diminishing toward
the outer edge of the lip. |

71s & bar similar to bar 3, but having a link
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8, revolubly mounted in a suitable seat in one -

of 1ts ends, while at its opposite end is an
outwardly turned hook member 9. Extend-

ing through and projecting from the edges of

bar 7 near hook 9 is a pin 10.

Accompanying the parts described is a
draft frame comprising a pair of arms 11—12;
the first having a link 13 rigidly secured to
and projecting at a right angle from one of its
ends; which link is adapted to engage the
edges of bars 3—7 when the latter are in their

‘clamping position, and project beyond these

bars a sufficient distance to be engaged by an
ear 14, formed on the end of the second arm
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12. The ends of arms 11—12 opposite the

Imk and ear are provided with slots 11'—12’,
and 15 is a ring extending through these slots

‘which serves as a coupling for the arms and

a convenient means to which the draft appa-
ratus may be attached. Arm 12is curved at
16 to provide a spring effect to the frame.
When in use, the bar 3 is placed against
one side of the fence section, with the link 4
projecting beneath the bottom wire.
hook member 9 of the second bar is then
slipped through the link and the pair pressed
agalnst the longitudinal body wires of the
fence; the link end serving as a fulcrum by
which a tightening leverage of the bars
against the fence wires is secured. When
the bars are tightened against the wires, as

described, the loose link 8 on bar 7 is slipped

over and tightened against the cam face of
lip 5 to lock the parts together.

Having thus attached the clamping mem-
bers the link 13 of the first draft arm is placed
behind the clamping unit and the ear 14,
of the second arm slipped therethrough.
When in this position the ring, which has
been in line with the arms 11—12 is turned
down to the position shown in Fig. I, tight-
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ening the arms together and holding them

locked against the clamp bars until the draft
apparatusis attached, when the haul thereon
will cause the ring to draw the arms together,
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s indicated in dotted lines, Fig. IV, and in-

crease the locking action on the clamp bars,
so that as the draft strain increases, the clamp

~bars will increase their orip on the fence

o WITresS.
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By having the rigid link on the lower end
of bar 3, and the pin .10 on bar 7, the pair

may be easily adjusted without the necessity |

of the operator stooping to adjust the parts;
and by means of the improved arrangement
of the draft link, a double pressure of the
clamp bars against the fence wire 1s secured.
~ Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new therein, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent 1s,—

1. In a device of the class described, a
clamp bar having a cam head and a link

member, and a second bar having a lipped

portion and a link adapted to respectively

engage the link and cam head on said first

bar. - |
9. Tn a device of the class described, a pair

~ of clamp bars, each provided with a lipped
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portion, and a link adapted for engagement
with the lipped portion of the opposite bar,
the link on one of said bars being rigid and
the other movable, substantially as set forth.

3 In a device of the class described, a
clamp bar having a cam faced lip at one end
and a link rigidly mounted at the opposite

end, a second bar adaf)ted for engagement at

&

one end with the link on said first bar and
provided with a movable link at its o

posite

~ end adapted to fit over and engage the cam
35

face on the lip on said first bar, for the pur-
pose set Torth. '

2 T o dovice of the class described, the

combination with a clamp bar having a cam

head and a link member, of a second bar,

g - | . ' 877,222

having a lipped portion and a link, said 40

lipped portion and link being adapted for re-

spective engagement with the link and cam
head on sald 1

tightened against each other when sald mem-

ber is drawn forwardly.

rst bar, and a draft member )
carried by said bars, whereby said bars are
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5. In a device of the class described, the

combination of a pair of clamp bars, each

provided with a lipped portion and a link,

the link on one of said bars'being rigid and
the other movable and each adapted for en-

cagement with the lipped portion of t_he op-

posite bar, and a draft member, comprising a
pair of clamp arms adapted for engagement
with said clamp bars, and means for joining
said arms whereby they are tightened against
said bars when a draft is applied.

6. In a device of the class described, the
combination of a clamp bar, having a cam

faced lip at one end and a link rigidly mount-
ed at the opposite end, a second bar, ada ted

for engagement at one end with the link on '
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said first bar, and provided with a movable
link at its opposite end, adapted to fit over

and engage the cam face on the lip on said

first bar, a pair of slotted clamp arms, adapt-

6o

ed for engagement with said bars, one of
said arms being provided with a lip at one

end and the other with a link adapted to en-
gage said bars and lock with said lip, and a
purpose set forth. o _

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. ' o

Witnesses:
JouN R. SCHAFF,
A. E. STILLWELL.

- WILLIAM OSTER. .
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ring carried in the slots in said arms, for the
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