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- UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

 FREDERICK H. H. MEIER, OF NEW YORK, N. Y. o

- To all whom it may concern:

TABLE.

No. 877,104.

Specification of Letters Patent.
 Application filed Octoher 81, 1907. Serial No, 400,101.

 Patented Jan. 21, 1908.

Be it known that I, FrepEricxk H. H.

‘Mezer, subject of Germany, and resident of
New York city, m the county of New York |
and State of New York, have mvented cer-

tain new and useftil Improvements in Tables,

 of which the following is a specificatioi: - -
| The invention relates to improvenients

- in tables for use at sea, and consists in the

10 .

novel features and combinations of patts.

. hereinafter described, and particularly point-

~ ed out in the claims.

15

.. The object of my invention is to provide a
. table for use in dining-rooms and elsewhere |
on steamships and other vessels which with

... greater convenience than has heretofore been
i attammable may have guards or - vertical

'_ " boards elevated thereon above the table-top
- to retain the dishes and the like thereon. -

20

29

In carrying out my invention I provide
- the table-top with a series of slots to receive
‘and -permit the vertical movement theréemn
~of a corresponding number of straight inde- |
pendent guards or boards set on edge, and |
equip the table with automatic means for |

independently locking said guards or boards
‘when they are moved to their upper or oper-

ative position. The end rails or bars of the

. table have in their inner sidés vertical

- 30

grooves which afford guides and 'seats for
~extensions or ears formed on the ends of the
- guards or boards, and the upper ends of

these vertical grooves are closed over by por-

‘tions of the table-top, thereby locking said

390

enabling said ears to act as stops to

40

extensions or ears within said grooves and

the guards or boards from being pushed
wardly to an undue extent or removed from
the table. | | .

"I deem it important that the guards or

~ boards be capable of independent elevation so

that only those required for use may be ele-
vated, that the guards or boards be so con- |
nected with the table that they cannot be de-
tached therefrom and that independent auto-

matic locking means be provided for each

- guard or board, so that upon the pressing or

50

‘thereof will present a smooth or flt _
~ face except when the ship is riding on one
- side or other condition shall exist requiring

D

ushing upwardly of a guard or board from
Eelqw the table it will become firmly locked
and supported. : e
- In the employment of the table the top
lush sur-

Erévent ,_
ed up-

1 and under such condition only these guards

or boards actually required to be put mto

minimum inconvenience to the persons

,oﬁyémti‘bn will be elevated, thereby causing
the

| using the table. The table-cloth will extend

60

upon-and cover the guards when the latter

arein use. - -

The invention will be fully understood

“from the detailed deScriﬁtion hereinafter
“presented, reference being

__ . eing had to the accom-
panying drawings; in which: B

~ Figure 1 is a bottom view, partly broken
away and partly in section on line 1—1 of

‘Fig. 2, of a table constructed i accord-

ance with and embodying the invention; Fig.
2 i a longitudinal section, partly broken

.away, of the same, on the dotted line 2—2 of

| 3
Fig. 1,

position; Fig. 3 is a transverse section of

‘the same on the dotted line 3—3 of Fig:. 1,

and illustrates all-of the guards or boards in
their lower inoperative position; Fig. 4 1s a
corresponding transverse sectional view of a
portion of the table and is presented to illus-
trate the mechanism on an enlarged scale;
Fig. 5 is a top view of a table constructed 1n
accordance with and embodying the mnven-
tion, two of the guards or boards being indi-
cated in their e%evated operative- position;
and Fig. 6 is a transverse section, on ai en-
larged scale and partly broken away, of the

70

one of the vertically movable guards
| or boards being shown in its upper operative

75
B0

89

‘sape, and illustrating all of the guards or
sbodrds in their elevated or operative position.

" In the drawings, 10 designates the top of 9¢

the table, 11 the legs or supports therefor,.
and 12 the independent guards or boards
“adapted to rest in their lower position shown
| in Fig. 3 or be secured in their upper oper-

ative position illustrated in Fig. 6. The top

of the table is formed with a series of vertical
longitudinal ;slots 14 &d.‘:}ftﬂd to snugly re-

ceive the boards or guards 12, there dprefer—
ably being four of these slots, one adjacent
to each edge of the table and two near the

95

100

middle portion thereof. Obviously, however,

the table may ‘be provided with any desired
number of the slots 14 and 'guards or boards

.12 in accordance with 1ts size.

The top of the table is secured upon end
rails or bars 15 which are formed with grooves
16 adapted to receive ears 17 projecting from

‘and integral with the lower portions of the
ends of the guards or boards 12, as illustrated -

the elevation of some of the guards or boards, | more clearly in Fig. 2. The grooves 16 are

105

110
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- vertical movement of the guards or boards 12 | in Figs.' 3 and 6, said sockets serving. as

- through the upper edges of the bars or rails |'boards 12 shall be restored to their lower po-

from their lower position shown in Fig, 3 to

their upper position shown in Fig. 6. . When
the guards 12 are in their lower position the |
‘ears 17 thereof seat upon the bars 15 at the
lower ends of the grooves 16, whereat seats

' 18 are formed to act as supports for said bars. Is &
~when the latter dre in their lower position. | prevent their complete, detachment from the
" iable. - ?@F%}.E'ﬂ 1% IS ‘C].'B&iI'E’d ‘Lha,‘t .; t}_}_e_ ' -gu.'&rd.f' |

The upper ends of ‘the grooves 16 extend

15 but are. closed over by portions of the to p

15

 detachment from the table.
. When:the guards

20

t
1

~of the table, and hence, as shown in Fig. 2

1 - L P

the-upper edges of the ears 17 may operate
as stops, when the guards 12 are elevated,.to
arrest said guards and prevent their complete |

or

L

~of said guards being within and’ filling ‘the

- . 1t1s my purpose that
80

During the vertical movement of the guards |
12 the sides of the grooves 16 and the facing

' a

of the. -ta,ble:-.to  and at one side-of each of the | {ore 4 table-top-having a series of vertical -
- slots 14 spring Iatch-bolts 19 and at the other | slots extending lengthwise of .it, a.series of

~ side of said slots keepers 20 to receive the
- projected ends of said bolts when the latter
are freed to enter said keepers. "Ome of the

40

- said -bolts being of ordinary construction ex-

-7 apertures 23 (Figs. 2 and 6) which, when
said boards are in their elevated position,
~ pass into line with the bolts 19 and keepers |
20" and -permit..the springs 21 to drive the |

- cept that they are equipped with springs 21 |
~ which act to thrﬂst"-.thé% |

said bolts across. the vertical path .of said |
- boards .and -info said “keepers, said bolts
~'passing torough the apertures 23 and into

.~ the keepers 20, as shown in Fig. 6, where

~ they OF,Era,te‘t{fS{lpport the boards 12 in
: supported from the bottom of the table-top
- through the medium of the casings for the | t Let _ _
" 'bolts and the keepers'20. - The bolts for the | 1. A table having in its top 4 series
and 1 its frame below said top a correspond-

BE S

their elévated position and are themselves

two ‘outer boards 12 after passing through
the apertures 23 therein enter sockets 30

o . 1 olts from their cas-
- 1ngs and into the keepers 20. T will prefer-
ably connect the latch-bolts {for each guard- |
- board 12 by means of a handle-bar 22, so
 that all of the bolts for ¢ne guard-board may |

| ing series of groo

keepers for the outer ends of the boits.
o dbach guard-board 12 becomes sutomatic-

ally locked in its upper position when pushed

1 upwardly to the full extent permitted by the
ears 17, which as hereinbefore explained; limit

the ‘upward movement of said boards and

| sition, the attendant will withdraw the latch-
- bolts from the keepers 20 and apertures 23
| and permit said boards either t6 automatic-
‘ally descend or to be pushed downwardly

e and their lower edges reach

| the seats 18.-« The SPngubfjlts 19 maintain,

at their outer ends, a- constani’ pressure

-against the faces of the boards 12 prepar-
- OF sald I ~within and filling ‘the |'atory to padsing through the apertures 23
~slots 14 formed in the top of the table, while -
* . their lower edges, at:their ends; are held in’
. the grooves 16 and rest upon the seats 18, |

thereof when the boards are elevated, and

_.tif Suﬁciellﬁ#ertiﬂ&lj -_'le_ng-ltlh to permit of the i..ft)rme,d in the sldm 31{)f the table, -_;a.é_éhQWH' |

70

. _ _ . ALy 8¢
until  their upper edges are flush with the
. Uthe guards or boards 12 axe in their

 lower position. thejr. upper edges are flush |
‘with the top of the table; the upper portions

85

Tor the purpose of preventing the ends of the

bolts from. unduly wearing against the sur-

faces of the wooden boards 12, I provide the
1z the sides of tne grooves 16 and the facing | latter with wear-plages- 24 in vertical line
~sides of the slots 14 guide and maintain said |

Is ' wertic sitioil. | with the apertures 23 and extending from the
_guards 1 vertical positiol.

ool | lower edges of-said boards upwardly to near
pose that the guard-boards 12-

shall ‘be elevated by being pressed upwardly
from the lower side of the table-top and be |
- automatically locked and- supported when |-
~arnving at their upper or operative position,
- and to this end I seciire upon the lower side

the upper edges théreof. The plates 24 will

| prevent the ends of the bolts from wearing

90

into the boards during the.vertical move- -
ent-of the latter and also reinforce the en-
tering edges ‘of the apertures 23. - . --

- Fhe table of my-invention comprises there-

| vertically movableindependerit guard-boards
adapted to said slots, means concealed below
| , ers. _ | said  top for supporting said boards when

latch-bolts 19 1s shown in detail in Fig, 4, | '

they are in their lower position and guiding

slmmted. e

In the employment of the table any one or.
. ts for ¢ne oard may | more of the guard-boards may be elevated in
- beéretracted at one time. The guard-boards | as
.12 adjacent to their lower edges and in verti- | ist. Ip shot .
50 cal line with the latch-bolts are.formed with | in a tilted position, it would not bé necessary i
| to elevatethe guard-boards at the high edge
or side of the table, and this'is a feature'of
considerable convenience to persons sitting
at that side of the table.. The table-cloth
will extend upon and cover the guard-boards
both when the latter are elevated as well as
~when. they are depressed, ‘the cloth bein

accordance with such conditions as may ex-

ist. If a ship should be riding on its side or

Eresseéd against the vertical sides of sai

“boards when. the latter are elevated so that
said boards may be entirely concealed.
~ What I claim as my invention and desire

to secure by Letters-Patent, is:

»

es, whose upper ends are

100

105

“them during their movements, means for im-
1ting the upward movement of the boards,
‘and. Independent locking means for securing

‘the.respective guard-boards when they are

pened
wl

129

135

of sauts
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- closed, combmed with a series of véftica;ﬂy | independent 'giia,i'd;-hoa.fds' adapted to said
“movable independent guard-boards in said '

- slots and having portions of their ends in said
.groaves, and independent automatic locking
-means for securing the respective guard-

(i) ; substantially |

. a8 set forth. |

I- H

10 1ng series o .
... closed, combined with a series of vertically

- boards when they are elevate

]

2. Atable having in ité;top'_& ser-_iéé' 'or_f slots
and ip its frame below said top a.correspond-

ing series of grooves, whose upper ends are

movable independent guard-boards in ‘said
~ slots and having portions of their ends in said

- grooves, S{erg-bﬂlts secured to-the bottom
of the. tabl

e-top at one side of said slots and

~ ’keepers.for said bolts at the other side of said

- glots, shid guard-boards having apertures in

- thern through which, when said boards are
'. ‘elevated, said bolts pass to enter said keepers

20

and support said boards; substantially as set,

- forth.. .

3. A table having in its top a series of slots

—and in its frame below said top a correspond-

25

30

~ ing series of grooves, whose upper ends are
closed, combined with a series of vertically
movable independent guard-boards in"said
- slots and having portions of their ends in said
grooves, and means for independently secur- |
- g the respective guard-boards in their ele-
vated position; substantially as set forth. |
- 4, A table having in its top a series of slots,
combined with a series of vertically thovable

slots, means concealed below said top for
supporting said boards when they are in 35

“their lower position and guiding them during "

their movements, means for imiting the up-
ward movement of said boards, and inde-
pendent automatic locking means for secur- -
1ng the respective guard-boards when they 40
are elevated; substantially as set forth. . = -
- 5, A table having in its top-a series of slots,
combined: with a series of vertically movable
independent guard-boards: adapted to said .
‘slots, means concealed below said top for 45
‘supporting said boards when they are in their

| lower position and guiding them during their

‘movements, means for limiting the upward
movement of said ‘boards, bolts secured to -
‘the bottom.of the table-top at one side of 50
said slots and keepers for said bolts at the -
other side of said slots, said- guard-boards"
having apertures in them through which,
when said boards .are elevated, said bolts
said boards; substantially as set forth: -. .-
" Signed at New York city, in the county of
New York, and State of New. York, this 30th

- may extend into said keepers for supporting 55

| day of October A. D. 1907.

Witnesses: = | —

ArtHUR MaRION, T

Caas. C. GoLL.,
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