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Fixtures, of which the following 1s a speci
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To all whom 1t may concern.:

Be it known that I, Irvine L. HoTALING,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Riverton, in the county of Burlington and
State of New Jersey, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements m Curtamn-
ca-

tion.

This invention relates to curtain fixtures
of that type wherein a curtain stick, secured
in or to the lower portion of a curtain, 1s pro-
vided with a head at each end carrying de-
vices engaging a guiding groove of the win-
dow - frame, and automatically resisting,
through frictional engagement with the guide
the upward pull of the curtain-roller spring,
while permitting the curtain and fixture to

" be freely drawn downwardly.
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‘The object of the present invention 1s to

provide a simple, economical, and reliable

curtain fixture well adapted for use on cur-
tains employing a comparatively strong cur-

tain-roller spring, and capable of affording a

large degree of resistance or opposition to the
upward pull of the latter.

To this end the invention consists in a de-
vice characterized principally by the combi-
nation with a hollow or tubular curtain stick,
of spring-pressed rods mounted therem and

projecting beyond the ends thereotf, hollow"

heads loosely mounted on said rods and car-
rying guide-engaging rollers, and brakes con-
nected rigidly to the ends of said rods and
adapted to be forced into braking engage-
ment with the rollers of the head. |

My invention will be readily understood

when considered in connection with the ac-
companying drawing, wherem:
- Figure 1 is an elevational view with the

curtain stick and one head in longitudinal

section, of the lower portion of a curtain

equipped with my improved fixture, and Fig.

2 15 a similar view illustrating a modification

Ehe{ein the rollers are loosely mounted 1n the
ead.

Referring first to Fig. 1, 5 designates the
lower end portion of a curtain, in a pocket 6
of which 1s mounted a tubular curtain stick 7.
Slidably mounted in this latter are a pair of
rods 8, the outerends of which project beyond
the outer ends of the stick, and have loosely
mounted thereon hollow heads 9. The rods
8 are normally forced apart by an interposed

“compression spring 10, and are capable of re-
traction by pinch handles 11 connected there- |

a1

pins 13% on which they are mounted.
will be seen that by reason of this construc-

to and playing in a slot 12 of .the curtain
stick. Mounted on pins 13 secured in and
between the side walls of the head are rollers
14 which peripherally contact the casing
cuide, the surface of which is indicated by
the line 15.
end of each rod 8, and within the head 9,15 a
brake bar 16, the opposite ends of which are
hollowed or concaved, as shown at 17, to
form brake shoes for the rollers 14. To guide
and correctly position the brake bar relatively
to the head and rollers, pin and slot connec-
tions between the brake bar and head are

 preferably employed, the sides of the head

being herein shown as formed with trans-
verse slots 18 both above and below the cen-

ter of the brake bar, said slots being engaged
by pins 19 projecting laterally from the sides

of the brake bar.

In operation,—it being remembered that
the heads 9 are loose on the rods 8 and capa-
ble of an in-and-out movement relatively
thereto—the - thrust of the spring 10 nor-
mally tends to force the brake bar outwardly
relatively to the head, thereby throwing
both of the brake shoes 17 into strong brak-

‘ing engagement with the rollers 14, prevent-

ing the rotation of the latter under the up-
ward pull of the curtain-roller spring, and
thereby producing sufficient friction at the
points of contact of said rollers with the cas-

ing guide to overcome the upward pull and.
cause the curtaimn to remain stationary in

adjusted position. When 1t i1s desired to
draw the curtain downwardly, the pinch
handles 11 are contracted, which retracts

the brake bars, and leaves the rollers free to-
1 roll downwardly along and over the casing

ouide.

The form of the invention illustrated in
Fig. 2 is identical with that of Kig. 1, with
the exception that the rollers 14* are pro-
vided with enlarged bearing opemings 20,
making said rollers in effect rings, and afford-

ing lost motion between the rollers and the
' It

tion, the thrust imparted to the rollers by the
brake bar can be transmitted directly through
the rollers to the casing guide, thus always
insuring contact of the rollers with the cas-
ing guide even under irregularities in the
surface of the latter. |

1 claim:

1. A curtain

o

xture comprising a curtain

Rigidly mounted on.the outer
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stick, a spring-pressed rod carried thereby

head loosely mounted on said rod mdepend—
ently of the curtain stick, a roller carried by

sald head, and a brake actuated by sald
sprmg-—pressed rod, and engaging said roller

substantially as descrlbed
2. A curtain fixture comprising a curtain
stick, a spring-pressed rod carried thereby

a head loosely mounted on said rod mde-
pendently of the curtain stick, a pair of roll-
ers carried by said head, a,nd a. brake bar
mounted on. the end of said rod and friction-
ally engaging said rollers, substantially as
described.

3. A curtain fixture comprlsmg a tubular

curtain stick, a spring-pressed rod shidably

mounted therem a head loosely mounted on
sald rod mdependentl of the curtain stick,
a pair of rollers mounted i1n said head, and a
brake-bar mounted on the end of said rod
and Irictionally engaging sald rollers, sub-
stantially as descrlbed

8’76,965 -

4. A curtain fixture comprising a tubular

curtain stick, a spring-pressed rod shidably
mounted therem a head loosely mounted on

29

sald rod 111dependently of the curtain stick,

a, pair of rollers mounted in said head, and a

brake-bar mounted on the end of said rod
and having recessed portions frictionally en-

gaging the peripheries of said rollers, sub-

stantially as deseribed.
5. A curtain fixture comprising a curtain
stick, a spring-pressed rod carried thereby

' head’ loosely mounted on said rod mdepend—-

ently of the curtain stick, a pair of rollers
mounted in sald head, and a brake-bar
mounted on the end of said rod and friction-
ally engaging said rollers, said brake bar hav-
Ing pin and slot connections with the side

ol
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walls of said head, substantially as described. 40

IRVING L. HOTALING
Witnesses:
ErNEST BARTELT,
LAWRENCE B. READER.
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