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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that 1, Warter Louis Vax
DE WIELE, a citizen of the United States, and
resident of the City of Yonkers, in the county
of Westchester and State of New York, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Post-Binders, of which the following
is a specification.

This invention relates to loose leaf binders

and particularly to that class known as post
binders. ‘The use of binders of this descrip-
tion 1s well understood and 1t 1s not thought
necessary toenter into an explanation of their
operation further than to state the prinecipal
requirenient which is that any number of
pages or leaves may be easily and quickly
inserted, replaced or taken out without dis-
turbing the remaining leaves.
- The ob]ect of this invention is to provide a
locking device of simple construction and
poswwe in 1ts action which may be used 1n
connection with the back of books for holding
the leaves 1n place.

Other objects will be 1n part obvious and
will in part appear hereinafter in connection
with the device herein shown.

In the drawings accompanying this specifi-
cation I have shown an operative embodi-
ment of my invention as applied to a post
binder having a pair of separable clamping

sections which may be attached to the covers

of the book.

In the several views like parts have been
oiven stiilar reference numbers.

Figure 1 1s a side elevation of a pair of
clamping members embodying my invention
adapted for use 1n a post binder. Iig. 21s a
sectional plan view taken on the line 2—2 of
Fig. 1, showing a locking device. Kig. 3 1s a
defail view of a key for opemtmg the lockmo'
device shown in Kigs. 1 and 2.

At 1 is shown a lower c lamping member
and at 2 an upper clamping member. To
one of these clamping members, preferably
the lower member 1, are attached posts 3, 3
which are adapted to form ouldes for the up-
per clamping member 2.

The upper clamping member 2 is prefer-
ably in the form of a flattened tube and is
adapted to shide on the posts 3 and to be
locked in position by means of a movable
member 4 which is positioned within the
upper tubular clamping member 2.

The movable member 4 1s prowded with
tapered portions at each end thereof and with
a rack at the central portion.

| this rack 1s a gear 5 which 1s provided with a

square opening in the center, or other suit-
able means for turning .the same. A key,
such as shown in Kig. 3, Tis provided for rotat-
ing the gear 5 thus causmﬂ the shiding mem-
ber 4 to be moved so that the tapered por-
tions at either end thereof lock the clamping
member 2 to the posts 3, as will be readily
understood by reference to the drawings.

The clamping members being pressed to-
gether upon the leaves and locked 1 posi-
fion as above described will hold the same
securely in placeand by providing extensions
for the posts 3 1t will be seen that any number
of leaves may be accommodated 1n the same
cover.

Tounlock the device and release the leaves
1t 13 only necessary to insert the key and
turn the gear 5 shightly, which causes the
sliding member 4 to move out of engagement
with the posts 3 and permit the clamping
members to be separated and the leaves re-
moved or additional leaves inserted. The
rack and gear construction for operating the
sliding member 4 holds the same in its
locked position until the gear i1s turned by a
key or otherwise to move the sliding mem-
ber as described.

As many changes could be made in the
above construction and many apparently
widely different embodiments of my inven-
tion designed without departing irom the
scope thereof I mtend that all matter con-
tamed 1n the a,bove clescription or shown in
the accompanylng drawing shall be inter-
preted as illustrative merely of an operative
embodiment of my invention and not in a
limiting sense. -

What 1 claim 1s:—

The combination in aloose leaf binder, of a
pair of clamping plates, each of which is
adapted to be connected to a cover-section, a
palr of posts located upon one of said pl&tes

one post being provided near either end

thereof, the other of said clamping plates
being hollow and having openings mnear
either end thereof adapted to receive said
posts, a longitudinally movable locking
plate located m said hollow plate, said lock-
ing plate having formed upon one of its
edoes at ecither end thereof similarly dis-
posed inclined portions adapted for engage-
ment with said posts, the opposite edge of
said plate lying in contact with said hollow
clamping plate throughout-1ts whole extent,

Meshing with | said ockmﬂ plate having rack teeth formed
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thereon Intermediate said mnclined portions,

and a pinion olperable from a position ex-
to said clampimg plate engaging said.

terior

rack teeth and adapted when rotated to

move

clined

sald locking plate 1n either direction
thereby engaging or disengaging said in-

portions with said posts o lock Or Uun-

lock said clampmg plates.

Signed at New York in the county of New
York and State of New York this 23rd day 15
of May A. D. 1907.

WALTER LOUIS VAN DE WIELE.

Wltnesses -
SAMUEL CULVINER, Jr.,
Lewis J. DoOOLITTLE.
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