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Lo all whom 1t may concern.:

Be 1t known that I, MarTtHA MANN, née
WINDHOFF, residing in the city of B“umcn
Kmpire of Ge ermany, Rhenish Prussia, a sub-

5 ject of the meeml ol GGermany, have in-
vented ‘a new and useful Impmvemunt 1
Collar-Stiffeners, of which the following is a
spectlication.

My 1nvention has reference to a new and

10 1mproved method of making collar stifleners
and girdles and the like and it consists in
arranging or constructing a fraine or founda-

tion comprising two 1011011;11(1111{11 strips of
flexible material and a number of steels,
15 whalebones or canes connecting the stnps
the steels being removable in said strips so
that they may “be changed by such of differ-
ent length. ‘I'his fabric may etther have a
recta,nﬁula,r shape or transformed into any
20 other convenient curved form by bending the
strips and employing steels ol different
length. In this manner a lady will be able
to form a stiffener 1n the shape to please her
1n the most simple and ‘convenient manner.
25 The frame may be covered if desired with
some textile material.
My mvention is fully illustrated on the
accompanying drawing on which
Figure 1is a top view of the stiffener, Fig.
30 21is a similar view of a stiffener show ng SoMme
particulars of construction, Fig. 3 shows the
omplete stiffener, I'ig. 4 1s a vertical section
of Hig.
Lllxe letters of reference indicate like parts
35 1n the drawings.
¢ and b are two longitudinal strips, one
forming the top piece and the other the bot-
tom piece of the frame or foundation of the
collar stiffener. These strips are made of
40 flexible material so that they can be bent or
a flexible member as for instance a wire 1
may be incorporated into said strips which
preferably arefolded 1n cross sectiontoforma
doublematerial. Forthe samepurpose a cord
45 &k may be sewed or woven along the edges of
the strips as shown in Fig. 2. The stnps
are connected by w halebones or steels d.
For this purpose each strip which as de-
scribed before is made of U-section contains
50 a number of pockets o which are obtained by

| stitching or weaving the strips accordingly
leaving openings at_ the inner sides of the

strips to form the pockets. Now in these
- pockets the ends of the steels d are intro-
duced and as the steels are not perma-
nently fastened to the strips they may be
- casily removed and changed in their posi-
‘tion. I then am enabled to curve the SErips
in any desired form and in order to obtain
the connection of the same steels of corre-
sponding length ave employed. In Ifig. 1 1s
shown such a curved portion of the Lop strip
In consequence of which a longer steel d 1s 1n-
troduced. The steels may be also placed m
an oblique position as shown to connect the
strips.

The steels may be held in their podmis
for instance by slings p as shown m [ig.
sald shings pr o]ectmg from the strips The
stavs are rounded or tapered at their ends
and provided with lateral recesses s.  When
the stay 1s mtroduced into its pocket the
siing engages the recesses and the stay 1s
held fast in its pocket.

In Ihegs. 2 and 4 another manner of
lastcnmm the stays 1s illustrated. The top
and bottom str 1ips emploved i this modifi-
cation are each Yy shaped i cross section as
will be seen from If1g. 4 and each ot the said
strips Torms at its imner edge openings as
before decsulbed for the entrance of the
stays, o cord « running along the edge
closm the said openmu_ and is also enabled
to hold the stay in 1ts pocket. Iach strip
may be also fitted with a cord or thread £
on its outer edge.

What I claim 1s:

As an article of manufacture a collar
stilener comprising two longitudinal strips
ol a flexible material, a number of trans-
verse steels or stays (*01111(}(11110 sald strips
to form a skeleton or frame said stays being
of different lengths and (hfmumblg fixed

as described and for the purpose set forth.
' , MARTHA MANN.
Witnesses:

Orro KovNig,
1 ARTHUR MATTHAUS.

and means to fasten the steels to the strips
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