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To all whom 1t may concern.

Be it known that I, GEORGE A. BAKER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
South Bend, in the county of St. Joseph and

State of Indiana, have invented new and |

useful Improvements in Card-Indexes, of
which the following is a specification.

This ihvention relates to card indexes and
has special reference to the tabs or labels for
the cards.

One of the objects of the present invention
is to proyide a tab that may be detached or
moved to‘any point along the card.

Another object is to provide an improved
means for fastening the tab to the card.

A still further object is to provide a novel
means of attaching the fastening device to
the tab or label so as to prevent separation
and displacement thereof. _

A still further object is to construct the tab
so that 1t may serve as & suspension device.

With these and other objects in view the
invention consists in the construction, coms-
bination and operative aggroupment of the
parts, all as will be more fullly" described
hereinafter, illustrated in the accompanying
drawing and finally pointed out in the ap-
pended claims.

In the drawing:—Figure 1 is a front eleva-
tion of an index card with my improved tabs

thereon. Fig. 2 is a rear elevation of an in-
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dex card with the tabs thereon. Ifig. 31s a
transverse section on the line a—x of If1g. 1
showing the tab in longitudinal section. Iig.
4 is a similar view on the line y—vy of Iig. 1.
Kig. 5 is a similar view on the line z—=z of
Fig. 1. Fig. 618 a perspective view of the
fastening clip for the tabs. Fig. 7 1s a per-
spective view of one form of tab. Iig. 81s a
perspective view ot another form ot tab as 1t

“appears before it is folded into the form
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shown in Figs. 1, 2 and 4, and Fig. 9 1s a per-
spective view of another form of tab.

In carrying out the invention the tabs 5
may be of any shape and may be made of

any suitablestift material such as pasteboard,
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Jower corners, as at 6, so as to

Jeather, celluloid or the like upon which may
‘be written or printed any index character.

The tabs are preferably cut away at their
prevent the

edges from curling outwardly and consum-

ing space in the file-drawer. The tab 1s per-

forated preferably in two places, as at 7
and 8.

The eeneric features of the present Inven- |

' tion consist in the means for attaching the

fastening device or clip to the tab and in this
respect 1t is to be noted that the-clip in each
form extends through the perforations 7 and
8 of the tab in such a manner as to position
one part of the clip upon one side of the tab
and the other part of the clip upon the other

side, or between the layers of material of

which the tab is formed.

The clip used preferably consists of a re-
silient piece of wire bent to form a loop or
v shape clasping member 9, at the upper

end of which and upon each side thereof the
wire is bent inwardly and downwardly, as

at 10, crossing the loop portion and termi-

nating in extensions 11 that preterably pro-
ject beyond the lower end of the loop. For

the purpose of clearness we will designate
these projecting ends as clamping arms.  As
is well known, these clips, when bent 1n this

shape, serve as paper fasteners and have a

tendency to spring together so as to grasp
a thin sheet betwecen the loop portion and
the arms.. The arms arve also preferably
disposed at an angle to each other, that 1s,
they diverge from the upper or bent portion
10.” By wvirtue of this divergence of the

clamping arms the latter are prevented from

being accidentally withdrawn from the per-

forations or apertures in the tab in as much

as the said perforations are spaced apart a
distance equal to the distance between the
clamping arms at their upper ends, and of
course, this distance is- considerably less
than the distance between the arms at their
lower ends. Thus the clips may be inserted

in the apertures by springing the ends of the

arms together and when once inserted they
can not slide upwardly since the arms spread
apart by virtue of their resiliency and the
cEp cannot slip downwardly because of the
outward bend of the arms at the upper end
of the loop. It is therefore apparent that

| the clip is sceurely attached to the tab.

The tab may be fastened to the card by
inserting the edge of the card between the
loop 9 of the clip and the front face of the
tab, or by inserting the card between the
rear face of the tab and the clamping arms
of the elip. The former means of the .at-
tachment 1s, however, preferable, in as much
as certain characters may be placed along
the upper edge of the card and be visible
throug\ri the loop of the clip which thus
serves as an indicator when the tab 1s ad-
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. Justed at different points
the card and of course the

2.

along the -edge of
tab with the clip
1s easily removed from the card.

In the form shown in Figs. 3 and 7 the tab
stmply consists of a single layer of material

with the loop of the clip upon one side there-
of and the arms upon the other side.

The form shown in Figs. 4 and 8 consists
of a single piece of material doubled upon
itself 'a;n.% having two folds at an intermedi-

~ate point, as at 12 and 13. In Fig. 8 the
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tab 1s shown with one of said intermediate
folds viz. 13 reinforced by a Iplate- 14 that en-
velops the edge of the fold 13° and then
when the ends of the tabs are brought to-
gether the fold 13 with
1s forced up into the fold 12, as shown in
Fig. 4, forming a hooked upper end with the
reinforcing or stiffening p]%te located be-
tween the layers of material of which the
tab 1s composed. This hooked upper end

15 (Fig. 4) serves as a suspending means for
- alabel or card. In the form shown in Figs.
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trate both layers.

5 and 9 the tab is made from a single piece of
material doubled upon itself with the line of
fold at the top of the tab and with the clamp-
ing arms 11 of the clip embedded between
the layers of material, though they may pene-
In -this form the two
layers are preferably cemented or other wise
secured together and provided with an open-

ing 16 which also serves as a suspension de- .
vice.

tab without de

torations,

the reinforcing plate

These. tabs in addition to serving as

876,252

a label for a card index or for any other ar-

ticle, may be used as a book mark by book-

keepers or accountants and many changes
may be made in the shape and style of the

invention which includes the means for -

taching the clip to the tab and for attaching

the tab to the card. | | -
Having thus described my invention what
I claim and desire to
ent 18:—
1. The combination of
a wire clip extending through the

arting from the spirit of my

a tab having Ip_,er—'

35

40

secure by Letters Pat-
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}gerforations and having its clasping mem-

ers disposed qun opposite sides and ar-
ranged parallel throughout their lengths with
the said opposite sides of the tab and di-

o0

verging from the perforations, whereby the

clip 1s prevented from s]id_iii_g in the perfora-

{ions. |

2. A tab_or label comprising a piece of

stiff material provided at one end with

means for suspending it, and a wire éliE
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piercing said tab and interlocked therewith

and serving as a clasping member to fasten
the tab to an object. -

In testimony whereof I affix my signa-
ture,in presence of two subscribing witnesses.

GEORGE A. BAKER.

Witnesses:
- GeorGE Ovrrscw,
G. M. CoLE.
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