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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that we, ANDREW Browx and
ANDERSON W. LAWRENCE, citizens of the
United States of America, residing, respec
tively,at Carnegie and Duquesne,in the county
of Allegheny and State of Pennsylvania, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments 1n Vending-Machines, of which the
following 1s a speclﬁcatlon I'f,lerencc- being
had therein to the accompanying drawing.

This 1nvention relates to stamp vending
machines, and the invention has tor its ob]eot

to provide a novel machine for dispensing

postage stamps the operation of the machine
being governed by a controlling mechanism.

Our invention aims to pr ovide a machine
for dispensing stamps ot one denomination, a
plurality of machines being used in a po.st-
office or department where ; stamps are sold.
The machines are designed for dispensing
with the employment of labor for delivering
a stamp, and in constructing machines, we
employ positive and reliable means to insure
the perfect operation of the machine and the
delivering of a stamp, either upon an en-
velop or by itself.

With the above and other objects 1n view,
which will more readily appear as the iven-
tion 1s better understood, the same consists
in the novel construction, combination and
arrangement of parts to be hereinafter more
fully described and then specifically pO]Iltbd

out 1n the appended claims.

Referring to the drawing forming part of
this spemﬁoatlon like numerals of Teference
designate corresponding parts throughout
the several views, in which:

Figure 1 1s a vertical sectional view of our
1mpr0ved machine 1illustrating a portion of
the same in elevation, Fig. 2 1s a horizontal
sectional view of the nmchme taken on the
line w—w of Fig. 1, Fig. 3 1s a perspective
view of a vertical st%mp holder, Fig. 4 1s a
horizontal sectional view on the line 2 of
Fig. 1, Fig. 5 is a perspective view ol a por-

| tlon of the coln contr olhng mechanism, Fig. 6

00

0O

1s a perspective view of one end ol the oper-
ating lever. _

To put our invention into practice, we
construct our improved machine of a boxor
casing comprising a base 1, side walls 2 and 3,
a top plate 4 and hinged end walls 5and 6,said
walls5and 6 beingr etainedina closed poatwn

by locks 7 of a conventmnal form. Between

the side walls 2 and 3 is arranged a horizontal

[ partition 8 and above said partition 1s ar-
ranged the mechanism for delivering a
stmnp The controlling mechanism for the
vending mechanism 1s suppmted upon the
horizontal partition 8, by providing said -par-
tition with bearings 0 for a horizontal shaft
10, and a cyhndm al bearing 11 for a verti-
cally extending tubular shaft 12, Upon the
tubular shaft 12 is mounted a buveled oear
wheel 14 adapted to mesh with a beveled gear
[ 15 carried by the end of the horizontal

wheel
shalt 10. Upon the shaft 10 1s pivoted a
bifurcated operating lever 16 said lever ex-
tending through the end wall 6 of the ma-
chine where cby 1t may be easily actuated by a
person desiring a stamp. Upon the shalt 10
between the arms 17 of said lever 1s mounted
a ratchet wheel 18 and adapted to engage
sald ratehet wheel 1s a pivoted pawl 19.
Upon the shaft 10 1s also mounted a toothed
wheel 20, said wheel being engaged by the
toothed end 21 of a halanced scoop 22, said
scoop being qulc,lumud upon an outwadly
extending pin 23 carried by the wall 2 of the
machine. The scoop 1s provided with a rod
24 upon which a weight 25 is adjustably
mounted, satd wewht being employed to
properly b.:LLLn(,o the SCOOP “wher eby when
the coin 1s deposited 1 the scoop 22, the
toothed end 21 of said scoop will be elevated
to release the toothed wheel 20 and the shaft
10. To convey a coin to the scoop 22, we
employ a chute 26 the upper end of which
terminates 1 an escutcheon plate 27 ar-
ranged upon the top plate 4 adjacent to the
odﬂe of the end wall 6.

To receive the coin deposited in the ma-
chine, after 1t has moved the scoop 22, we
employ a suitable receptacle 28, said re-
ceptacle being mounted upon the partition 8
directly beneath the scoop. The upper end
of the tubular shaft 12 1s provided with a
circular head 29 carrying a plurality of
radially disposed vertical stamp holders 30,
said holders being pivotally connected to the
head 29 and comprising grooves 31 1n which
stamps are placed upon thetr edges, each
holder bemng adapted to hold one postwe
stamp. T he top plate 4 1s provided with an
opening 32 into which the vertical holders 30
descend to discharge a stamp into the chute
33, sald chute passing through the horizontal
pm tition 8 and telmnmtmn m a recetver 34

carried by the end wall 6

|  The top plate 4 1s pr ovided with a seement
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scoop will lock the toothed wheel 22, and

‘tatable member

&
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shaped guide 35 which extends through the | said. member to position a holder to swmg

opening 32, said gulde being employed to
engage the vertical holders 80 and return
them to a horizontal position, as shown in
Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawings.

To operate the machme 8 COINn 1S de-
posited 1n the chute 29, passes therefrom,

strikes and tilts the scoop 22, releasing the

wheel 20 and allowing the operator to rotate
the horizontal shaift 10 through the medium

of the operating lever 16 and the pawl 19.
The tubular shaft 12 1s rotated through the
medium of the beveled gear wheels 14 and
15, and as said shaft 12 rotates the head 29
will be moved to allow one of the vertical
stamp holders 30 to descend through the
opening 32 and deliver a stamp.in the chute
33 from where the stamp passes to the re-

celver 34. As a coin temporarily tilts the

scoop 22, said scoop will return to its normal
position ‘after depositing a coin 1n the re-
ceptacle 28, and the toothed end 21 of said

prevent further rotation ot the tubular shaft
12. The stroke of the operating lever 16 1s
regulated whereby the head 29 can be ro-
tated a sufficitent distance to cause one
vertical stamp holder to deliver a stamp.

From the foregoing description taken 1n
connection with the accompanying drawings
it will be evident that a simple and ine}:—
pensive machine 1s set up and whereby
stamp 1s readily delivered when the mechan—
1sm 18 released.
Such changes in the size, proportion and
minor details of construction as are per-
missible by the appended claims, may be
resorted to without departing from the spirit
and scope of the invention.

What we claim and desire to secure by

Letters Patent, 15:—

1. A Vendmg machine comprising a ro-
tatable member mounted upon a vertical
axis, a plurality of article holders pivoted
upon the member, a stationary holder sup-
port arranged below said member, and
normally maintaining said holders 1n an up-

%ht position and prowded with means to

llow of the swinging of a holder upon 1ts

pivot to discharge the article carried there-

by, a delivery chute adapted to conduct the

discharged article, and means for actuating
said member to p081t10n a holder to swing
upon 1ts pivot to discharge the article.

2. A vending machine comprising a ro-
mounted upon a vertical
ax1is, a plurality of article holders pivoted
upon the member, a stationary holder sup-
port arranged below said member, and
normally maintaining said holders in an up-
right position and provided with means to
allow ~ of the swinging of a holder upon
pivot to d1scharﬁ'e the article carried
thereby, a delivery chute adapted to conduct
the discharged article, means for actuating

-SELI(J

| upon its pivot to discharge the article, and
means Tor returning a holder to normal posli-

tion after the article has been dlscharged
therefrom.

3. A vending machine comprising a rota-
table member mounted upon a vertical axis,
a plurality of article holders pivoted upon

the member, a stationary holder support

arranged below said member, and normally
maintaining said holders in an upright posi-
tion and provided with means to allow of the

- swinging of a holder upon its pivot to dis-

charge the article carried thereby, a delivery
chute acdapted to conduct the discharged
article, a normally locked and manually oper-
ated actuatmo' means for sald member to
shift the latter to position a holder swing
upon 1ts pivot to discharge the article, and
means for releasing said actuating means.
4. A vending machine comprising a rota-
table member mounted upon a vertical axis,

a plurality of article holders pivoted upon
the member, a stationary holder support ar- -

ranged below sald member, and normally
mamtammO sald holders i an upright posi-
tion and pmwded with means to allow of
the swinging of a holder uponits pivot to dis-
charge the article carried thereby, a delivery
chute adapted to conduct the discharged
article, a normally locked and manu&lly

operated actuating means tor said member

to shift the latter to position a holder swing
upon 1ts pivot to discharge the article, a
means for releasing said actuatmcr means,
and means for returnmw a holder to normal
position after the article has been discharged
theretfrom.

5. A vending machine comprising a rota-

table member, a plurality of radially-extend-

ing pivoted article holders carried by the
member and normally retained in an upright
position, a sta,tlonary support, arranged be-
low the member maintaining said holders in
an uprwht p081t10n and provided with an
opening to allow of the pivoting of a holder
to discharge an article during the shifting of
member a shaft to which said member
1s attached, a delivery chute adapted to con-
duct the diso'larﬂ'ed article, means for revolv-
ing said shaft to position a holder to allow 1t
t0 swing downwardly in said opening to dis-
charge the article into the chute, and means

for retuming a holder to normal position

after the article has ':)een discharﬂ'ed
6. A vending machine GOI]lpI'lblIlf)' a, rota-
table member, a plurality of radially-extend-

1ng pivoted article holders carried by the

member and normally retained in an upright
position, a stationary support arranged be-
low the member, maintaining said holders in
an upright posﬂalon and provided with an
opening to allow of the pivoting of a holder
to discharge an article during the shifting of

| said member a shaft to Wh_l(}h said member
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1s attached, a delivery chute adapted to con-
duct the discharged article, means for revolv-
ing said shaft b0 position a holder to allow it
60 swing downwardly 1n sald opening to dis-
charge the article into the chute, and an
incline track for retur ning a holder to normal
position after the article has been discharged.

7. A vending machine comprising a roba-
table member, a plurality of radi f—,},lly’ extend-
Ing pivoted article holders carried by the mems-
ber and normally retained in an upright posi-
tion, a stationary support arranged below the
member malintaining said holders in an up-
right posmon and pr ovided with an o pening
to allow of the pivoting of a holder to dis-
charge an article during the shifting of said
member, a shaft to which said member is
attached, a delivery chute adapted to con-
duct the dlsdmrn ed article, a normally locked
and manually opemtcd means lor actuating
sald shaft, and means for releasing said actu-
ating means.

S A vending machine comprising a rota-
table member, a plurality of radially-extend-
ing pivoted article holdlers carriedl by the
member and normally retained i an upright
position, a stationary support arranged be-

low the member, maintaining said holdoxb n |
with an !

an upright pOSlthIl and pmvule(
opening to allow of the pivoting of a holder
to discharge an article during the shifting of
sald member a shatt to whlch sald mombcl

.1ot1111111w, a holder to normal position aft

3

1s attached, a delivery chute adapted to con-
duct the discharged article, a normally
locked and nmnu.;ﬂh* opel rated means for ac-
tuating said shalt, means for releasing said
actuating means, and means for 1'0‘511111111;__1 a
holder to normal position after the article
has been discharged.

0. A vending machine comprising a rota-
table member, a plurality of radially-extend-
ing pivoted article holders carried by the
member and nor mally retaimed i an upright
position, a stationary support arranged be-
low the member, mamtaming said holders in
an upright ])osltmn and plmmlod with an
opening to allow of the pivoting of a holder
to discharge an article during the shifting of

Sal( membm, 2 shaft to which said member
1s attached, a delivery chute adapted to con-
duct the dischar oed article, a normally

locked and 111.{1.111111,11\ operated means for ac-
tuatige sa

« shatt, means for releasing said
actuating means, and an ielined track for
eT

the article has been dischareed.
In testimony whereof we allix our signa-
tures m the presence of two witnesses.
ANDREW BROWN.
ANDIEERSON W. LAWRENCE.
Witnesses:
K. . BurLer,
C. KLOSTERMANN.
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