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UNITED STATES PATENT OF

ERNST OSWALD PFEIL, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

ELECTRIC PISTOL.

No. 876,088.

Specification of Letters Patent.
~ Application filed January 28, 1907, Serial o, 364,536

Patented Jan. 7, 1808.

1o all whom it may concern: - -
Be 1t known that I, ErNsT OswaLp

Prr1L, a subject of the Emperor of Germany,

and a resident of New Yorlg, In the county of

New York and State of New York, have in-

vented certain new and useful Iniprove-
ments 1n Klectric Pistols, of which the f%llow—
Ing 1s a full, clear, and exact description.
This invention relates more particularly to
a pistol adapted for use either as a toy, or as

a4 means of defense.
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The primary object of the invention 1s to

provide an article of manufacture which has

the appearance of the ordinary pistol or
revolver, and which may be operated in a
manner similar to that of the ordinary pistol

to make a report or explosion, and at the

same time produce a flash of light without
the employment of the usual form of car-

tridge having a bullet; which is simple in con-

- struction and attractive in appearance, and
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which may be made and sold at a much less
cost than the ordinary form of pistol or re-

| Vulver.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a pistol a-:fapte.d for use as a toy or nov-
clty, or'which may be made in such’a wWay as
to be adapted to produce the effect of the
ordinary pistol or revolver as a means of pro-
tection, and which may be carried without
obtaining the usual license necessary for car-
rying concealed weapons.

With these and other objects in view, the.

imvention will be hereinafter more particu-
larly described with reference to the accom-
panying drawings, which form a part of this
specification, and will then be pointed out in
the claims at the end of the description.

In the drawings Figure 1 is a side elevation
of one form of device embodying my inven-
tion. Fig. 2 is a vertical section, partly in
clevation, of the device shown in KFig. 1. Fig.
318 a detall end elevation of the substitute
for the usnal cartridge chamber or cylinder,
showing how a battery may be arranged in
the chamber. Fig. 4 is an enlarged fragmen-
tary section showing how an electric licht
may be held within the barrel. Fig. 5 is a
vertical section, partly in elevation, showing
means whereby the chamber or cylinder may
be revolved:
battery; and .
artly -diagrammatic, of the battery cham-
Ler or cylinder, and the electric connections
between said chamber and the lamp.

The body or casing 10 of the pistol or re- |

- battery,

filament in said Iam

Fig. 6 is an end view of the
Fig. 7 is a vertieal section,

| volver has the usual or any preferred form of

handle or stock 11, and in the casing 10 is

| supported a chamber or cylinder 12. The

chamber 12 is stationary and is recessed so as
to hold a suitable battery 13. This battery
13 has contacts 14 and 15 suttably connected
with the negative and positive poles of the

and may be spring or yielding strips
of metal slightly separated from each other,
S0 that when forced together, as will be pres-
ently described, they will complete the cir-
cuit through the battery. The contacts 14
and 15 have electric wires 16 and 17 con-
nected therewith, and thesé wires may be
fitted in channels in
and lead to the butt or casing 18 of an elec-
tric lamp 19, to properly connect with the
in the usual manner.
This lamp may be o any suitable form and
1S insulated at 20 from a rojecting portion
21 of the pistol casing. T '
tion 21 is screw-threaded for a part of its
length, and fitting
which may be readily removed in case it is
desired to replace*or remove the lamp 19.

- By this means, it will be seen that as the con-
tacts 14 and 15 are made to engace each

other, a circuit will be completeg between
sald contacts and the electric lamp to pro-
duce a light, which may be constant or in the
a flash according to how the con-
tacts are operated.

As a means for causing the contact 15 to

engage the contact 14, 1 provide a projection
23 on the trigger 24. This projection or cam
may be insulated from the trigeer, and nor-

e projecting por-

the threads is a barrel 22, =
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the casing or body 10,
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mally engages the spring contact 15, so that -

as the trigger is moved in the usual way, the

said contact will complete the circuit through
the battery and cause a flash of hght from

the lamp. The trigger may be of the usual
form, and is pivoted at 25, and has a Spring
26 as usual to force the projection 23 away
from the battery chainber 12. The trigger
engages a pawl
and this hammer may be of the usual con-
struction, being pivoted at 29 and provided
with a spring 30 to force the

toward the chamber 12.

The casing 10 is provided with an aperture

or recess 51, and 1n this recess is adapted to

1it & cap or blank cartridee or other explo-

sive element 32, which is

arrangedin the path
of movement

of the hammer, so as to be ex-

ploded by the latter when the hammer is -
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or detent 27 of a hammer 28,

hammer end -
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thrown inward by the spring 30. As will be
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seen the movement of the trigger will com-
plete the circuit through the contacts and
the lamp 19, and simultaneously with the
flash of light from the lamp 19, the hammer
will make a noise or report similar to that

which is obtained in an ordinary pistol or |

revolver. ' . - .

" In Fig. 5, the construction of the casing,
trigger and hammer is substantially the same
as that already described, the parts being

changed to adapt the chamber 33 to rotate as

- 1n the ordinary revolver.- This chamber 33

 has a casing 34 which is supported to rotate
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. leads a wire 40 to the lamp 19.

25

on the usual post 35, and in the casing is ar-
ranged a battery 36 of any suitable construc-
tion. Asshown the battery has its elements
arranged to fit neatly within. the casing 34,

and the poles of the battery are connected
~with the rings 37 and 38.

The rings 37 and
38 are secured to the casing and are insulated
therefrom, and the ring 37 is in contact as it
rotates with a brush or plate 39, from which
, A plate or
contact 41 has one end 42 normally engaging
the ring 38, and through the wire 43 connects
with the lamp 20, the contact 41 being held

- 1n a channel or groove 1n a pistol casing, and
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having its outer end arranged in the path ot
movement of the contact ring 37. The con-

tact 41 has its outer end 44 adapted to be en-
gaged by a projection or cam portion 45,

‘which forms a part of the trigger, and is

adapted to complete the circuit through the
contact 41, ring 37, brush or contact 39,
wire 40, lamp 19, wire 43,%ing 38, and end 42
of sald contact 41. The casing 34 has a cap-
piece 46, and in this cap-piece are a series of
apertures 47, which are adapted to hold caps
or blank cartridges 48. 'This cap-piece 1s se-
curely fastened to the casing, and 1s pro-
vided with ratchet teeth 49, which are adapt-
ed to be successively engaged by a pawl 50,
so as to intermittently rotate the chamber

and successively place the.cartridges in posi- |

tion to be fired by the hammer in the usual
way. In this form as well as that shown 1n
Figs. 1 and 2, the hammer and the trigger are

- substantially the same as in the usual form

50
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of pistol. -

From the foregoing it will be seen that a
simple and efficient device 1s provided, which
is adapted for use as a toy, and which may be
employed to cause anoise and a flash similar to
that of the ordinary pistol for the purpose of
amusement, or to frighten persons or ani-
mals as may be required. -

It is to be understood that the words ** pis-

tol”’ and “revolver” are intended to be used

synonymously; that the openings for the
cartridge, cap or other explosive element
may extend entirely through the battery
chamber so that an end view will resemble

more nearly that of the ordinary chamber of

a pistol; and that instead of the cap-piece of
Figs. 5 to 7, or the opening of Figs. 1 and 2
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for the cgp, a suitable disk mﬁy be employed

to revolve with the battery chamber, and

the trigger in the manner already described.
Having thus described my invention, 1

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters

Patent:— S

1. In.a device of the character described,

the combination with a casing having a bar-

rel, an electric lamp carried by the casing
and electrically connected with the battery,
contacts included in the circuit of the bat-
tery and the lamp, a hammer, a chamber
contaiping a battery arranged between the
hammer and the barrel, means for holding an
explosive element in the path of the ham-

mer, together with a trigger adapted to move

the said disk may have at suitable intervals,
a suitable explosive which may be fired by
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the hammer and complete the circuit through

the battery and lamp to simultaneously

cause a flash of light and a report from the

explosive element. o -

2. A pistol comprising a casing, a handle
and a barrel, an electric lamp supported 1n.
the barrel, contacts connected to the poles ot
the battery and included in the lamp circuit,

89
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a trigger having a projection normally en-

oaging one of the contacts and adapted to

close the circuit to cause the lamp to flash a

light, & hammer operatively connected to the
trigger, a chamber containing a battery ar-
ranged between the hammer and the barrel
and means for supporting an explosive ele-
ment adjacent to the hammer. I

3. A pistol comprising a casing, a handle
and a barrel, an e}l)ectric lamp supported in
the barrel, a chamber containing a battery
arranged between the hammer and the bar-

rel, an electric circuit including the battery

and lamp, contacts connected to the poles of

and means to close the circuit and cause the
lamp to flash a light. _

4. In a pistol, the combination with a cas-
ing having a projecting portion, of an elec-
tric lamp removably held in said projecting
portion, a barrel for inclosing the lamp and
removably held in the projecting portion, a
hammer, means for holding an explosive 1n
the path of the hammer, a battery located
between the hammer and the barrel, and
means for closing the circuit to cause the
lamp to flash a light and to fire the explosive
element. .

5. In a pistol, the combination with a cas-
ing, of an electric lamp supported on the cas-
ing, a revoluble battery chamber having a
battery, contacts movable with the battery,
and electrically connected with the lamp and
the battery, devices engaging the contacts
and normally in circuit with the lamp and
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the battery and included in the lamp circuig, -
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the battery, means for sustaining a plurality

of independent explosive elements in the
revoluble chamber, means for revolving the
chamber, a hammer adapted to engage and

130
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- Tire the explosive elements, a trigger for op-
crating the hammer in one direction, and a
cam projection carried by the trigeer and
adapted to complete the circuit between the

5 contacts of the battery and the lamp so as to
simultancously cause a flash of hight and a
noise when the trigeer is o erated. "

6. In a pistol, the comﬁin'ation with an
clectric lamp, of a revoluble

10 & battery, electric connections between the

battery and lamp, means for sustaining a

plurality of independent explosive elements

m a revoluble chamber, means for revolving

the chamber, a hammer adapted to engage
and fire the explosive elements, and a trigeer
for operating the hammer in one direction
and adapted to complete the circuit between
the battery and the ]lamp 50 as to simultane-
ously cause a flash of light and a noise when

J® the trigger is operated. h |

7. In a pistol, the combination with an

1D

~connections between the battery
‘contacts movable with the battery, devices

chamber having | fire the explosive elements,

operating the hammer
adapted to complete the circuit between the

a8

electric Ila,m])*, a revoluble battery, electric

and lamp,

engaging the contfacts and normally in cir-

cuit with the lamp and the battery, means

for sustaining a plurality of independent ex-
losive elements,. means for revolving the
{)attery,; 8 hammer adapted to engage and
and a trigger for
in one direction and

contacts of the battery and the Ja,mﬂ) s0 as to
simultaneously cause a. flash of light and a

noise when-the trigeer is operated.

This specification signed and witnessed
this 19th day of January A. D. 1907,

. KRNST OSWALD PREIL.

Witnesses: |

L. H. IJﬂNDIN,
M. TURNER.

25

30"

35




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

