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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that we, Fravk N. WarT and
Harry C. Kerror, citizens of the United
States, residing in the city of Richmond, m
the county of Wayne and State ol Indiana,
and doing business in said city under the firm
name of Watt & Keelor, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Burial-
Caskets of which the following is a full, clear,
and comprehensive specification.

Our invention consists in a burial-casket
having a top hinged at the back, a front p anel
portion hinged at the bottom, and means for

indirectly connecting the top and the mov-

able panel whereby the top and said panel
may operate coincidently, or if desired inde-
pendently of each other,—the former being
accomplished by simply operating the top,
the panel operating automatically; and in
the other instance by simply placing one’s
hand against the panel, to hold in place, the

top may be operated independently of and

without actuating the panel.
" The construction and operation of our m-
vention is shown in the accompanying draw-
ing, In which—

Figure 1 shows a front elevation of a casket

closed, in which is incorporated our present

invention; Fig. 2 shows a front elevation of a
casket exhibited in open position, simulating
what is recognized by the trade as a “‘couch-
casket’” ; Fig. 3 is a detail view showing the

face of the cam, which cam is formed on the ;

head of the barrel of the telescoping arm;
Fig. 4 is a transverse sectional view of the
casket closed, same being taken on the lne

XX of Fig. 1, and in the direction mdi-
cated by the arrows on said line; I1g. 518 a

transverse sectional view of the casket open, as
taken on the line Y—Y of Fig. 2, and as look-
ing in the direction indicated by the arrows
of said line; Fig. 6 is a cross sectional view of
the casket, showing the top partly open and
the front closed; Fig. 7 is a central longitudi-
nal detail sectional view of the telescopic
arm ; Fig. 8 is a detail plan, showing a portion
of the casket partly in section, and Fig. 91s a

part of the telescoping arm mechanism.
Similar indices denote like parts through-
out the several views. -
The casket proper comprises the bottom
A the vertical back B; the permanent por-
tions of the front C; the ends D and D’; and
the top E, substantially as indicated, al-

right-hand end of the top I%, being

as desired in order to meet varying condi-

tions.

The numeral 1 designates the movable
panel or front which is adapted to fit and
close the aperture thercfor formed in the
front C, and this panel forms the greater por-
tion of the front of the casket. The panel 1
is mounted by the hinges 2 to the front C
whereby it may be opened out and down,
operative between the limits indicated 1n
Figs. 1 aud 2, and also m Igs. 4 and 5.
The top E is mounted by hinges I to the
upper edge of the back B whereby 1t may
be opened and closed as indicated in the
drawings.

The essential requisite to the success of
our invention is the lever, shown most clearly
in Fie. 8, which lever comprises three par-
ticular portions: The shaft or central por-
tion 3: the flattened strap portion 3’; and
the arm portion 37, the said strap and arm
portions are oppositely disposed and are
formed approximately at right angles to the
central portion with which they are integral.
The strap portion of the lever is secured to
the inner face of the rieht-hand end of the
panel 1 by screws or the like, as shown n
Fie. 8; the shaft portion of said lever pro-
jects to the right from said strap portion and
it is mounted in a channel formed therefor
in the front C, whereby said shaft is alined
with the hinged edges of the members G
and 1, as shown. An aperture 4 is formed
through the extreme right-hand end of the
member C for the arm of the lever to operate
in, as shown in Figs. 6 and 8. Said aperture
4 and the lever of course being covered by a
carving or by the casket trimmings, when
the casket is completed, as shown in Figs. 1
and 2. From the above it is evident that
the panel 1 may be opened and closed by
the movement of the arm of said lever.

The numeral 5 designates the barrel of the
telescopic arm, on the lower end of which 1s
attached the head 6, carrying integrally
therewith on its inner face the cam 7. The
extreme upper end of the barrel 5 is flat-
tened and is provided with an eye formed
centrally therethrough for the pivot 8. The
pivot 8 is secured to the inner face of the
located
at the proper predetermined point, substan-
tially as shown, to hold the upper end of the
barrel 5 pivotally 1 place.

The numeral 9 denotes the wrist member
or wrist-rod member of the arm, being in fact
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- mary of the operation.

a rod adapted to snugly operate in the inte-

rior space of the barrel 5. The outer end of
the wrist member 9 is flattened with a pivot

eye therethrough to register with the pivot

eye of the arm of the lever above referred to.

The said pivot eye of the arm of the lever
and the like pivot eye of the wrist member 9

are brought into registering position and

they are then
rivet 10. |

From the above it will be observed that
we now have the top E and the panel 1 indi-
rectly and flexibly connected, and the re-
mainder of the mechanism shown is contrib-
uted simply to assure the operation of said
parts positively and in their proper sequence.

The numeral 11 has reference to a track for
the cam 7 to impinge against and be led in
the desired curvature when in the upper
course of 1ts travel, the function thereof be-
ing made more clear in the following sum-
_ Sald track is secured
by screws to the inner face of the end D at

pivotally connected by the

- the place substantially as shown, its contour
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being approximately as indicated.

The numeral 12 denotes a coil spring
be considered a nonessential
but 1ts employment precludes all possibility
of the parts failing to operate when called
into action. For the utilization of the
spring 12 the inner end of the rivet 10 should
be provided with an eye in which the mov-
able end of said spring is secured, as indi-
cated 1n Fig. 8, after which the spring is ex-

tended to give it the desired force, and its.
permanent end is then secured to the inner

face of the end D at a point approximately
as shown. The torsion of the spring 12, and
the point where it is secured to the end D, is
such as to, normally, cause the panel 1 to
open out ifrom its closed position, and then
after the panel has passed its horizontal
point in opening then the spring counteracts
the tendency of the panel to drop to its

.o%en himit, but rather acting as a cushion
W

ereby the weight of the panel on the
parts 1s practically nil.

Suppose for instance that the casket is
closed, as in Figs. 1 and 4, now by lifting up
the lid it is apparent that the barrel 5 will be
drawn rearward endwise, at the same time
pulling the wrist member or rod 9, by reason
of the tightness of said wrist member in said
barrel, assisted by the spring 12, which in
turn will pull upon the arm of the lever 3
thereby turning the lever and forcing, or at
least allowing, the panel 1 to turn outward
and downward upon its hinges. In turning

back the top when the cam 7 reaches the rear

portion of the track 11 it will be deflected

~upwards thereby to the vortex of the track,

65 ment backward, and when the top has |

which point it will reach simultaneous with
the top reaching the perpendicular, and
which will lock the top from further move-

876,031

 reached this last named position the panel

will have moved to its transposed open posi-
t1om.
closed, now if one hand of the operator be

placed against the face of the panel to hold

1t from movement, it is apparent that the
top may be opened and closed with the other

hand without actuating the panel, as is
represented m Fig. 6, in which instance the
barrel 5 will be moved back and forth over
the wrist member 9. In closing the casket
it will be seen that the head 6 will be con-

ducted downward at the proper curvature,

And again, suppose the casket to be

70

75

by reason of the cam 7 being caused to oper-

ate against the forward portion of the track
11, and thereby preventing the wrist mem-
ber 9 from telescoping into the barrel 5,
which precaution is not necessary after the
cam has been conducted some distance
downward, as by that time the weight of the
panel will incline to cause the wrist member
to irictionally grasp within the barrel, and
the cam will leave the track of its own accord.

We desire to accentuate the fact that we
90

are not hmited to the specific details of con-
struction herein set forth, but that we may
make various changes and modifications in
the details without departing from the spirit
and principles of our invention. _
Having now shown and described our in-

vention and the best method for its construc—

tion to us known at this time, what we claim

and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the

United States, is—
1. In a burial casket the combination, of
the body having a hinged top and a hinged
front, a lever connected to one of the lower
corners of the hinged front and with its arm
acdapted to describe the segment of a circle
inside the casket as the front is opened and
closed, a telescopic arm pivoted to the inside
of the top and to said arm of the lever, a cam
carried on said telescopic arm, a permanent
track against which said cam may engage,
and a spring adapted to draw inwards on the
arm of said lever, all substantially as shown
and described and for the purposes set forth.
2. A burnal casket comprising in combina-
tion-a receptacle having a hinged top, and
an outwardly and downwardly swinging

iront, a barrel pivoted at one end to the in-

side of the top, a lever connected to said
front the arm of said lever being operative
mside the casket, a wrist-rod secured at one
end to said lever and tightly operative in said
parrel, and a spring also secured to said lever
and having a permanent point of attachment
inside the casket, all substantially as shown
and described and for the purposes set forth.

3. In a burial casket comprising the re-
ceptacle, an upwardly and backwardly

swinging top, an outwardly and downwardly

swinging iront, a lever connected to said
front by which the front may be opened and
closed, and a telescoping arm pivoted to said
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swinging top,
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lever and to satcl top whereby the front will

normally open and close automatically with
the opening and closing of the top, and
whereby the top may be opened and closed

as shown and described.

4. The combination in a burial casket, a
a swinging front, and means
for mduecth* connectmﬂ the top and the
front whereby the front will normally be
operated by the operation of the top, or if

-

the front be held closed the top may be oper-
ated independently thereol.
In testimony whereof we have hercunto

- subscribed our names to this specification in 15
1f the front be held closed, all substantially :

the presence of two subsecribing witnesses,
this the 30th day of April, 1906.
FRANK N. WATT,
HARRY C. KEELOR.
Witnesses:
Inpra O, BALLENGER,
RoBeErT W. RANDLE.
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