No. 875.029.  PATENTED JAN. 7, 1908,

- S. TRACY.
SHAFT SUPPORTER.

APPLICATION FILED JUNE 3, 1907.

Jduventor

Ditnesses

i

——
M %ZIW f. | attﬂtnzg

THE NORRIS PETERS CQ., WASHINGTON, 0. C,




n

10

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

SAMUEL TRACY, OF TOPEKA, KANSAS,

SHAFT-SUPPORTER.

e ek e —— ., g

No. 876,029.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Jan. 7, 1908,

Annlication filed June 3, 1907. Serial No. 377,040,

To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, SamurL Tracy, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Topeka, in the county of Shawnee and State
of IKansas, have invented certain new and
usetul Improvement in Shaft-Supporters, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to new and useful

improvements in holders for the shafts or

poles of vehicles and more particularly to a
device carried at the front of the vehicle and
including a pivoted arm, capable of move-
ment to two positions, an extended position

~1n use and a folded position when not in use.
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The mvention aims as a primary object to
provide means for holding the spring at the
front of the vehicle and from which the de-
vice 1s supported, rigid during the use of such
device and to this end it includes a suvple-
mental arm for engagement with the front
Springs in a manner to be hereinafter specif-
1cally stated.

The invention aims as a further object to
provide a device of this character embodyving
a. clip of novel form and construction for
securing the same to the said front spring.

The detalls of construction will appear in
the course of the following description in
which reference is had to the accompanying
drawings forming a part of this specification,

like characters of reference designating simi-

lar parts, throughout the several views where-
n — '

Figure 1, is a detailed perspective view
showing the manner of use of the device
comprehended 1m the present invention.
I1g. 2, 1s a similar view showing the said de-
vice with the parts in folded relation. Iig.
3, 18 a fragmentary side elevation showing
the supplemental arm folded. Fig. 4, is a
similar view showing the supplemental arm
extended. I1g. 5, is an enlarged side eleva-
tion showing a modified form of clip adapted
for a spring of the Bailey loop tvpe and in
which the extended position of the arms is
shown 1in full lines and the folded position
thereof in dotted lines. Iig. 6, is a front
elevation thereof, the arms being in extended
position and Fig. 7, is a detailed perspective
view illustrating two interlocking parts in-
cluded in the clip shown in Fig. 5.

The spring illustrated in Fig. 1, is of con-
ventional form and is designated generally
by the numeral 1.

The shafts are desionated by the numeral
2, and adjacent their rear ends are connected

' by the usual cross brace 3.

 spring as shown in Tig. 1.

Imposed upon
the upper face of the upper leaf of spring 1,
18 a horizontal wooden bar 4, having a
curved exposed face and from which the
front end of the vehicle is hung.  Straddling
sald bar at a central point is a strap 5, of
U-shape the depending legs of which are pro-
jected through the base 6, of a bracket 7.
Nuts 8, are threaded on the ends of said legs
to bid the parts.  Adjacent the strap 5, a
similar binding strap 9, is provided, which
cooperates with a jam plate 10, held by nuts
11, threaded upon the ends of the legs of the
strap 9. The bracket 7, 1s formed with a
forwardly extending web 12, and with a
perpendicular web 13 which is recessed as
at 14, to partially surround the adjacent leg
ol the strap 5. Projecting upwardly from
the web 12, is an apertured lue 15, which is

engaged pivotally by means of a pin 16, be-
tween parallel arms 17, the latter conj omtly

constituting a forwardly projecting bracket.
A nut 18, is threaded upon the pin 16,
whereby said arms may be held at selected
angular disposition with relation to the
bracket 7. A pin 19, is engaged through
the forward ends of the arms 17, and through
the end of an arm 20, mounted for swinging
movenient.

The arm 20, in its extended position en-
gages the cross brace 3, in a plane at right
angles to the axis of the latter, to sustain
the shatts 2, in an elevated position as shown
more particularly in Fig. 1. The arm 20, at
its lower end is formed with an angular ex-
tension 21, which engages a laterally and in-
wardly projecting stop lug 22, provided upon
one of the arms 17, and shown by dotted
lines in Ifigs. 5 and 6, the function of the ex-
tension 21, being to limit the extended
swinging movement of the arm 20.  For the
purpose of sustaining the arm 20, in its
folded position, the arms 17, are provided
on their mner faces with lugs 23, against
which the arm 20, impinges.

Depending from the web 12, are spaced
apertured cars 24, between which is received
the angular end 25, of asupplemental arm 26.
A pivot pin 27, held by a nut 28, is engaged
through the ears 24, and through the end
25, and the binding action of the nut 28, is
suflicient to hold the arm 26, at selected dis-
positions.  Said arm 26, during the use of
the arm 20, is swung downwardly on its
pivot and engaged with the lower leaf of
Thus 1t 1s 1m-
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possible for the spring to have any action

~ or vibration such as would tend to release

3

-—

10

20

il
)

axial line of the arm 20.

the arm 20, from its engagement with the
cross brace 3, such engagement being sus-
tained by reason of the opposition of the
line of gravitating force of the shafts to the
When not in use
the arm 26, is folded to a position between
the arms 17, as shown in Figs. 2 and 5.

As above intimated the clip shown m

Fig. 5, is designed for use in connection with
a spring of the Bailey loop type and with
this object in view sald clip comprises essen-
tially an angular member 29, including a
horizontal portion 30, upon which the arms
17, are mounted in the manner above set
forth, and a depending portion 31, to the
lower end of which the arm 26, is pivoted.
Thesaid clip also includes a jam plate.32,which
at its front end is formed with an angular
finger 33, for engagement as a hook over
a web 34, provided upon the depending por-
tion 31, above the pivot of the arm 26. A
bolt 35, 1s projecte£ through the horizontal
portion 30, and its threaded end 1s pro-
jected through the rear end of the plate 32,
a nut 36, being engaged upon said threaded
end to bind the plate 32, against the me-
tallic bar of the Bailey loop.

What is claimed 1s:—

1. The combination with & shaft holder
including a shaft holding arm, of an arm car-
ried by said holder and movable to engage
the vehicle springs as and for the purpose
set forth. ' .

2. A shaft holder comprising a shaft en-

 gaging arm and a supplemental arm for en-
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cagement with the springs of the vehicle to
hold the same rigid.

3. A shaft holder including means for sus-

taining the shafts in an elevated position and
means for holding the vehicle springs rigid
against downward movement with respect
to the vehicle axle during the use of said sus-
talning means.

4. A shaft holder comprising a shaftt en-

gaging arm and a pivotally mounted supple-
~ mental arm for engagement with the springs

of the vehicle as and for the purpose set
forth. |

5. A shaft holder comprising a bracket, a
shaft supporting arm carried thereby and a
pivoted supplemental arm carried thereby

and capable of movement to an extended

position and engage the vehicle spring, or
to a folded position. -
6. A shaft holder comprising an angular

member formed with a horizontal portion

876,029

and depending portion, a shaft engaging arm

carried by the horizontal portion, a supple-
mental spring engaging arm carried by the
depending portion, a jam plate having one

‘end formed for detachable interlocking en-
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cagement with said depending portion, a

bolt through said horizontal portion, and
said jam plate and a nut threaded upon the
end of said bolt. -

7. A shaft holder comprising a bracket,

parallel arms projecting forwardly there-

from, a shaft supporting arm pivotally
mounted between said parallel arms, and a
pivotal supplemental arm carried by said

bracket and movable at its free end into
folded position between said parallel arms.

3. A shaft holder comprising means for
sustaining the shafts in elevated position,
and means adapted to receive support from
the vehicle axle to sustain the vehicle springs
in rigid normally distended position during
use of said first means, said second means
being normally disengaged from the axle.

0. A shaft holder comprising a support

to be affixed to the upper leaf of the ellipti-

cal vehicle springs, and a pair of movable
elements carried on opposite sides of said
support, one of said elements being movable

to engage the shafts and sustain the same

in elevated position, and the other element
being adapted to receive rigid support from
the vehicle axle to sustain the upper leaf of
said vehicle springs rigid against downward
movement. | | |

- 10. A shaft holder embodymng a support
to be secured to the upper leaf of the ve-
hicle springs, shaft supporting means carried
by said support to sustain the shafts in ele-
vated position, and means carried by said

support to engage the lower leaf of the ve-

hicle springs and thereby sustain the upper
leaf and said support against downward
movement. - | |

11. A shaft holder embodying a support

hicle springs, means carried by said holder
to engage the shafts and sustain the same
in elevated position, and a foldable pivoted
arm depending from saild support to en-
gage the lower leaf of the spring and there-
by sustain the upper leaf and said support
against downward movement.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature,
in presence of two witnesses. '

SAMUEL TRACY

Withesses:
(EORGE Y OUNG,
Harry L. OcHAM.
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