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To all whom 1+t may concern.:

Be 1t known that we, Jou~n N. PeTERSON
and Frank P. WERNLI, citizens of the United
States, residing at Hazelton, in the county of
Emmons and State of North Dakota, have
imvented certain new and useful Iinprove-

ments in Bag-Holders, of which the following.

18 a specification, reference being had therein
to the accompanying drawing.

Our mvention relates to improvements in
bag or sack holders and consists of the novel
construction, combination and arrangement
of parts hereinafter described and claimed.

The object of the invention is to provide a

‘simple and practical device of this character

with which the bag or sack may be readily
engaged. -

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a device of this character which may be
adjusted for holding bags or sacks-of any
size.

The above and other objects are accom-
plished by the umproved construction illus-
trated 1 the accompanying drawings, in
which

Figure 1 1s a perspective view of our im-
proved bag or sack holder; Fig. 2 is a detail
horizontal section through the standard and
the inner ends of the bag supporting arms:;
and Fig. 3 1s a detall vertical transverse sec-
tion through the bag supporting arms show-
1ng the pivoted dog or latch which connects
them. _

The holder comprises a base 1 from which
rises an upright or standard 2 carrying hori-
zontally disposed supporting arms 3,4. The

- base 1 1s here shown of rectangular form and

the standard 2 which is eyvlindrical has its
lower end formed with a plurality of out-
wardly curved feet 5 which are bolted or

otherwise secured as at 6 upon the top of the
The bag

shape and each 1s formed of a metal rod or
bar having a straight body portion 7 with its
outer end bent to form a jaw 8 which may be

engaged with the interior of the open end of a

bag, sack, or the like. The jaws 8 on the two
aris oppose each other and while they may
be of any suitable shape, they are preferably
of rectangular form, as shown. The inner
end of the arm 3 1s formed with a loop or eye
9 adapted to receive the standard 2 and to
be adjustably secured thereon at any desired
height by a set screw or the like 10. The in-
ner end of the arm 4 is bifurcated or forked to

form two spaced eyes 11 which receive the
eye 9 between them and through which the
standard 2 also passes. It will be seen that
this construction permits the arm 4 to swing
toward and from the arm 3 which is held sta-
tionary by the set screw 10, but at the same
time, the latter permits said arm 3 and hence
the other arm to be adjusted vertically
toward and from the base to accommodate
sacks of different lengths and also angularly
in a horizontal plane so that the jaws 8 may
be disposed over the front end of the base 1
or to either side of the same.

In applying a sack or bag to the jaws 8,
the arms 3, 4 are swung together so that the
upper end or mouth of the bag may be read-
1ly slipped over the outer surfaces of the jaws
which latter are then moved apart by swing-
Ing the arms 3, 4 away from each other. By
moving the jaws apart they will be caused to
stretch the mouth of the sack and retain it
upon them. In order to hold the jaws in
their adjusted positions, I preferably provide
a pirvoted dog or latch 12 in the form of a
ratchet bar. This ratchet bar hasits reduced
end 13 loosely mounted or pivoted in a trans-
verse opening in the arm 3, as clearly shown
n Iig. 3, and its other end projects through
a transverse opening 14 in the other arm 4.
Upon the bottom edge of the ratchet or latch
12, are formed ratchet teeth 15 which engage
the beveled edge 16 of the bottom wall of the
slot 14. Theratchet teeth 15 are so disposed
that as the arms 3, 4, are forced apart in slid-
ing the jaws 8, the said teeth will slide suc-
cessively over the stationary pawl formed by
the beveled wall 16 and drop into engage-
ment with 1t so as to lock the arms and hence
the jaws apart. When it is desired to release
the bag from the jaws, it is only necessary to
litt the free end of the ratchet 12 and swing
the arms together.

IFrom the foregoing it will be seen that this
construction permits bags of any length and
any diameter to be held by the device and
that such bags may be quickly and easily en-
gaged with and disengaged from the jaws.

Having thus described our invention what
we claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent 1s:

1. A bag holder comprising a base, a stand-
ard having attaching feet secured to the base
and a cylindrical upper end, a pair of arms
having angular bag engaging jaws at their
outer ends, one of said arms having a slot
with a beveled bottom wall to provide a sta-
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tionary pawl and also having a bifurcated
end apertured to provide spaced eyes to re-
ceive and rotate upon the cylindrical portion
of the standard, the other arm having an
apertured end or eye to enter between the
spaced eyes on the other arm and to receive
the cylindrical portion of the standard, a set
secrew arranged in the apertured end or eye
of the second mentioned arm and adapted to
impinge against said standard, whereby the
second mentioned arm may be adjusted an-
oularly in a horizontal plane and also verti-
cally and the first mentioned arm is permait-
ted to swing toward and from the other and
is prevented by moving vertically upon the
standard, and a ratchet bar pivoted upon the
second mentioned arm and adapted to pro-
ject through the opening in the first men-
tioned one and have its teeth engage said sta-
tionary pawl, substantially as deseribed.

2. In a bag holder, the combination of two

‘with a beveled wall to

875,847

arms having bag engaging jaws, one of said
arms being movable toward and from the
other and having a transverse opening formed
provide a pawl, the
other arm being formed with a transverse
opening having flared ends, a ratchet bar
having at one end a reduced portion to enter
the last mentioned aperture, said end of the
bar being upset to retain 1t in said aperture,
the opposite end of said bar being formed
upon 1ts bottom edge with ratchet teeth and
being adapted to project through and shde
in the aperture in the opposing arm and to
engage said pawl, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof we hereunto aflix our

- sighatures in presence of two witnesses.

JOHN N. PETERSON.
| FRANK P. WERNLI.
Witnesses: |

TraOos. KELLY,
_VV. L. YEATER.
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