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- To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, CLarence H. How-
ARD, a citizen of the United States, residing
at St Louis, in the State of Missourl, have in-
vented a new and useful Improvement in

Vegetation-Destroyers, of which the follow-

Ing 1s a specification.

!T\.’[y' invention relates to that.class of vege-
tation-destroyer such as described in the
United States Letters Patent granted to Wil-
lam R. Mckeen Jr., and Arthur H. Fetters
January 23, 1906, Number 810,793, for im-
provement in vegetation-destroyers, in which
an arrangement of gasolene tanks and burn-
ers combined with a suitable motor and
other appurtenances are mounted on a frame
or vehicle provided with wheels and self-pro-
pelled along a railroad track, for burning the
weeds along and on each side of the same, the
burners in the present case being suitably
disposed within, and supported by a series of
casings open at the bottom and extending

~ beyond the end of the frame or vehicle over
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improved means for firmly

the track and ground at, each side thereof.
My i1nvention has for its object to provide

securing the

burner casings to the end of the frame or ve-

hicle and at the same time enableé one of the

casings which 1s directly connected thereto,
and to which the other casings are hinged,
to be adjusted nearer to or further from the
track as desired; the said means being also
applicable for securing a snow plow or flanger
to the frame or vehicle in lieu of the burner
casings.when the weed burning apparatus is
not in use, and removed from the car.

The invention consists in a connecting de-
vice made preferably in two parts, one part

- being fixed to the frame or vehicle, and the
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other part to the object to be secured thereto,
the said parts being adapted to be fixed to-
gether and to interlock at varying distances
respectively, of the said ‘object from the

 track, as hereinafter described and claimed,
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reference being had to the accompanying

drawing forming part of this specification,

- whereon,

o0

' FiFure 1, 18 a top plan view of a series of |
casole

ne burners (indicated by dotted lines)
with their casings or covers hinged to each

~other, and one of them secured to the end

portion of a frame or vehicle of the class de-

. scribed by our improved connecting device:

Fig. 2, a side elevation thereof; Fig. 3, a ver-

¥

tical longitudinal section to enlarged scale
through the frame and burner casing to be
secured thereto, on line 3, 3, in Fig. 1, omit-
ting the corresponding burners, and showing
our connecting device in side elevation; Fig.
4, a vertical transverse section through the
burner casing on line 4, 4, in Fig. 3, and Fig.
5, a top plan view thereof; Fig. 6, is a view
corresponding to Fig. 1, showing the applica-
tion of the device for securing a snow flanger
or plow to the frame or vehicle in lieu of the
burner casing, and Fig. 7, a vertical longitu-
dinal section through the same on line 7,7, in

Fig. 6.

Like letters ﬁnd numerals of referénce de-.

note like parts in all the figures. ,

a represents a casing or cover inclosing a
series of gasolene burners b (indicated by dot-
ted lines 1n Fig. 1), and ¢ the end portion of a
trame or vehicle to which the casing a is tobe
secured, and forming therewith parts of a
vegetation-destroyer of the class described,
the casing a being arranged in a horizontal
plane immediately over the railroad track d
at a suitable distanhce therefrom beyond the
end of the frame or vehicle ¢, and having
hinged thereto at each side, a similar burner
casing a’, adapted to overhang the ground on
the corresponding side of the track d.

Preferably, to the end of the frame or ve-
hicle ¢ at the middle and on each side thereof
respectively, is riveted or otherwise fixed
preferably, an upright plate 1, from the outer
face of which at right angles thereto project
two opposite arms or webs 2 which are suit-
ably spaced apart and form between them s
jaw 3, adapted to receive a tongue 4 which
projects from the upper end face 5 of a
bracket ¢, the face 5 at the sides of the tongue
4 forming shoulders thereto which are adapt-
ed to bear against the outer upright edges of
the arms 2 when the parts are assembled, the
bracket e extending outward and downward

‘therefrom and formed at its lower end with a

horizontal base-plate 6, which is riveted (or
otherwise fixed) to the top of the burner cas-
ing o as shown. Or if desired the arms 2
forming the jaw 3 may be cast or otherwise
formed integrally with the end sill of the
frame or vehicle ¢ and the plate 1 eliminated.

Transversely through the arms 2 of the jaw
3, and c()rrespondincrfy through the tongue 4
of the bracket ¢ are formed an upright series

l of bolt holes 7 at equal distances apart and
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~ (more or less) of the series of holes 7 are |
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struction, on removing

2.

‘ adapted to register with each other 're,spec-'*

tively, and through, say three, as shown

E&ssed bolts 8, which firmly secure the

racket ¢ to the jaw 3 and frame or vehicle c. |

In the outer upright edges of the arms 2 are
formed suitably s%aped notches or recesses 9
which correspond in distance apart preter-
ably, to the bolt holes 7, and on the upper end

face 5 of the bracket ¢, or shoulders of the

tongue 4 are formed projections 9’ which.cor-

respond to and are adapted to engage or in-

terlock with the recesses 9 when the parts are

assembled and fixed together by the bolts 8
as described, whereby the bolts 8 are relieved
from sheer stress and a positive firm support
insured to the burner casing a. By this con-
the bolts 8, the
tongue 4 with the bracket ¢ and burner cas-

ing @ can be raised or lowered to the extent of

the distance between two or more of the |
holes 7, or so that the holes 7 through the |

tongue 4 register, in the adjusted position,
with the corresponding holes of the arms 2

of the jaw 3, and the projections 9’ of the

bracket ¢ with the corresponding recesses 9
of the arms 2, when the parts are again fixed
together by the bolts 8 and interlocked as be-

~ fore, thereby enabling the burner casing @
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.snow plow fto the frame or vehicle ¢ in lieu of
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with its auxiliary casings &’ to be moved

nearer to or further from the track d as de-
sired without removal of the tongue 4 from

the 1aw 3.

#

Figs. 6 and 7, show the application of our
improved connecting device for securing’ a

the burner casing a, which with the other

‘parts of the vegetation-destroyer in the win-

ter season may be removed and the frame or

vehicle ¢ used for removing snow from the

“track d, in which case that portion of the

~ bracket ¢/ having
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its face. 5 and tongue 4 in
engagement with the jaw 3, is formed with an
outer upright web 10 in lieu of the down-
wardly extending portion of the bracket e
fixed to the burner casing as before described,
the snow plow fhavingsuitable bracing mem-

bers 11 riveted at one end to the inner face of |

875,817

the plow f and at their other convergent erids
to the web 10 of the bracket ¢’ '
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What I claim as my invention and desire

to secure by Letters Patent is .

1. In a vegetation-destroyer of the charac-

ter described, & connecting device for secur-
ing the burner casings to the iframe or ve-
hicle, consisting of two parts, one part fixed

"to the said frame and the other part fixed to

one of the said casings and vertically slidable

laterally and transversely against the first
named part, the said parts having respec--

' tively, an upright series of bolt-holes there-

through, the holes of one part being adapted

means for interlocking the parts in the regis-
tering position'of the said holes, and bolts
passed through the said holes and tightened
against the said parts, substantially as de-
scribed and for the purpose set forth. '

ter described, the means for securing the
burner casings to the frame or vehicle, com-
prising two opposite arms projecting from
the said frame and adapted to form a jaw, a
bracket fixed at its lower end to one of the

said casings, a tongue projecting from the up-

per end of the bracket and slidable vertically
within the jaw, the bracket having shoulders

2. In a vegetation-destroyer of the charac-
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to register with the holes of the other part,
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‘thereat adapted to bear against the upright

r

edges of the said arms, the said arms and
tongue having an upright series of bolt-holes

| formed transversely therethrough Tespec-

tively, adapted to register with each other,

80

-and the said shoulders having projections

adapted to engage with corresponding re-
cesses in.the said arms in the registering posi-

tions of the said holes, and bolts passed
through the said registering holes, substan-

tially as described and for the purpose set

forth. | | -
In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the preserce of
two subscribing witnesses. - ' '
- ' CLLARENCE H. HOWARD.
- Witnesses: '
' H. C. BELLVILLE,
EpwarDp W. FURRELL.
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