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To all whom vt may concern:

Be 1t known that I, HeErBERT J. BREEZE,

citizen of the United States, residing at Port

Huron, in the county of St. Clair and State ol
5 Michigan, have invented new and useful In:-

provements in Match-Boxes, of which the

following 1s a specification. '

My invention relates to match boxes; and
it contemplates the provision of a box 1n

10 which matches are packed, embodying such
a construction that 1t entirely mcleses the
matches and yet may be readily converted
into a convenient match safe or holder from
which but one match may be removed at a

15 time. . '

With the foregoing in mind, the invention
will be fully understood from the following
description and claimss when the same are
read in connection with the accompanying

20 drawings, forming part of this specification,
in which:

- Figure 1 is a perspective view of my novel

“match box as the sawe appears when filled

with matches and placed on the market.

25 Fig. 2 1is a longitudinal central section ol the
box with the matches omitted. Iig. 3 1s a
perspective view of the box as 1t appears

“when converted into a match safe or holder,

‘and hung on a nail or the like driven mto a

30 wall. Fig. 4 is a vertical section- taken
through the longitudinal center of the box
arranged to serve as a match safe or holder.

Similar letters designate corresponding
parts in all of the views of the drawings, re-

35 ferring to which: '

A is the case of my novel box, which 1s
preferably made in the usual manner of thin
and flexible pasteboard, and 1s rectangular
in cross-section and open at its opposite ends,

40 Fig. 2, and B is the drawer of the box, which
is also preferably made of flexible pasteboard
and is slidably arranged in the case A and 1s
closed at its ends but open at its upper side.
From this it follows that when desired the
drawer B may be shoved beyond one end of
the case A, to permit of a number of matches
being taken from said drawer in the ordinary,
well known manner.

The case A is peculiar in that it is provided
in its lower wall adjacent to one of 1ts ends
with an aperture C; and it is also peculiar in
that its upper wall is slitted at its opposite
end, as indicated by «, to form a tongue D
which is joined to the main part of the said
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| upper wall by a weakened line or portion b.

The drawer B differs from the ordinary
drawer of match boxes m that 1t has an
aperture I in its bottom wall, Fig. 2, reg-
istered with the aperture C of case A, and
also in that its end wall remote from sad
aperture I8 is slitted, as mdicated by ¢, to
form a tongue I which 1s joined to the main
part of said end by a weakened line d.

When matches are packed in the drawer
B of my novel box, and the said drawer 1s
slid into the case A, it will be seen that the
matches are inclosed and protected in the
same manner as 1f an ordinary box were em-
ployed, this because the tongue D rests flush
with the remainder of the top wall of the case
A, and the tongue K rests flush with the re-
mainder of the end wall of the drawer 1.
When, however, the box 1s delivered to a
purchaser, and such purchaser desires to con-
vert the box into a match safe, from which
but one match can be removed at a time, 1t 1s
simply necessary for the purchaser to re-
move the tongues D and F from the case A
and drawer I3, respectively, and then hang
the box on a nail extending through the reg-
istered openings C and I of the case and
drawer, 1

. With this done it will be observed
that the case A and drawer B will be held

“agalnst movement with respeet to each

other, and casual discharge of a number of
matches at one time will be avoided; and 1t
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will also be apparent that the altered box -

constitutes a convenient mateh safe.

In using the altered box as a match safe, it
is simply necessary for a person to pass the
thumb and fore finger through the openings
left by the tongues D and If, and take hold of
a match and draw the same laterally be-
tween the adjacent edges of the lower end
wall of the drawer B and the top wall of case
A. When this is done, the said edges of the
walls will by reason of their flexibility give
sufficiently to permit one match to pass but
will tend to prevent more than one match
beine drawn out of the box at a time. .

When a match i1s removed from the box mm
the manner stated, the pull exerted on the
match cannot move the drawer B in the case
A, because, as before stated, the drawer 1s
fixed to the case by the nail which occupies
the registered openings C and IL.

It will be gathered from the foregoing that
while my improvements render an ordinary
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match box readily convertible into a con-
venient and economical match safe, they do
not appreciably increase the cost of the box.

I prefer in practice to provide a weakened

line between the tongue D and the remainder |

of the top wall of the case A, and a similar
line between the tongiue F and the remainder
of the end wall of the drawer B, but I do not
desire to be understood as confining myselt

to the provision of such lines Inasmuch as
~when desirable, a knife may be employed to

sever the tongue D from the case A and the
tongue F from the drawer B.

The construction herein illustrated and
described constitutes the preferred embodi-
ment of my Invention, but I desire 1t under-
stood that in practice such changes in the

form, construction and relative arrange-

ment of parts may be made as fairly fall with-
in the scope of my invention as claimed.

Having described my invention, what 1|

claim and desire to secure by Letters-Patent,
18: |
1. A match box having flexible walls dis-
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posed at an angle to each other to receive
matches between them and also having re-

movable, meeting tongues in the meeting.

edges of the walls. |
2. A match box comprising a case of flexi-
ble material, and a drawer of similar mate-

‘rial, slidably arranged in the case; the said

case having a removable tongue in the end of
one of its walls, and the drawer having a re-
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movable tongue in the edge of 1ts end wall

that is adjacent to the said end of the case

wall: the said tongues being arranged oppo-

site each other with their free ends meeting,
whereby the tongues normally form part of
the box and when they are removed an open-
ing is forn ed partly in the case and partly in
the drawer, for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

nesses.
HERBERT J. BREKZK.

Witnesses: |
C. N. Run~ELs,
- S. McFARLAND.

39

40




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

