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1o all whom 1t may concern:

‘Be 1t known that 1, CitaArRLES S. BERBE
citizen of the United States residing at Peru,
county of Miami, Indiana, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements i Fence-
Posts; and I do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of
the mventlon such as will enable others

skilled in the art to which it appeltamb to

malke and use the same.
This mvention relates to certain improve-
ments in fences, such as wire or wire fabric

fences, and more particularly relates toim- |

provements in posts, and specifically to Wlmt
mlght be termed a post gate.

The objects and nature of myinvention will
be readily understood by those skilled in the
art 1n the light of the following explanation
of what 1 now consider my pretened embodi-
ment, shown m the accompanying drawings,
from among other constructions and arrange-
ments within the s spirtt and scope of my in-
vention.

An object of my invention is to provide
certan 1mprovements i fences, particularly
wire or flexible fabric fences, whereby the
fence can be conveniently ()pened by a sepa-
rable post or post gate for passage, and can
be as conveniently closed again, without the
emplovment of expensive g oates or the like.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a divisible or separable post, a post
cate, whereby the post sections or members

can be swung apalt at the top or bottom or

can be entlrely separated and moved apart

.to open the fence to any desired extent be-

40

45

tween the fixed posts.
A further obiect of the invention is to pro-
vide certain improvements m details and ar-
rangements and construction of parts where-
by an eflicient separable post will be pro-
vided, as a substitute for a tence gate.
The mmvention consists m certain novel

features 1 construction or combinations of |

parts as more fully and particularly pointed
out and set forth hereinafter.

Referring to the accompanying draw-
INgs —I‘lﬂ'ure 1, 1s a perspective view of my

. 1nvent10r1 “embodied in a wire fence, the post

o0

tinuity of the fence.

cate being shown closed to maintain the con-
i, 2, 15 a sectional

view on the line 2—2, Fig. 1. Fig. 3, 1s a

_detail side elevation of the base and lower
“ends of the post members or sections, the

55 posts being in opened pocutmn with thon up-

per ends bep%mtul as 1 Mg, 5. Kig. 4, 1s

|
; & |

d—

a detail perspective view showing the base,
dotted lines indicating the post member and
its socket or (,ouphng member lor one base
fork arm or leg, the other post member and
1ts socket or (,oupl ing bemg shown in normal
or locked position on the other arm or leg of
the base fork. Iig. 5, 15 a detail sectional
top *)Lm of the base fork. Ifig. 6, 15 a per-
spective view showing the po&t gate opened
by swinging on the base fork to separate the
upper ends of the post members. Fig. 7,
shows part of a fence having two panels
thereol opened and swung back by separat-
g the post gate members from their base
and from each other. Kig. §, shows part of
a wire fence partially {)p(’-nul “that is opened
at the lower portion, by separating the lower
ends of the post menbers while 11’11.:L111131.‘:],111111{1F
the coupling or connection betieen the up-
per ends thercol. Iig. 9,1s a detall perspec-
five Showmw a modified .:lenirulmnt

It 1s often desirable to pr owd(, means ab
Various ")omts alone wire, wire fabric or
other fences, w 1(&1@[)}?‘ the fenee can be tem-
porarily opened for passage and then closed
to maintain the continuity of the fence, with-
out 'the expense mecidental to umtalhng and
maintaining farm eates such as ordinarily
employed. 1 have plomdml means lor ac-
complishing this desirable result throueh the
medium of a two-post, separable or su,tlon%l
post, or what might be termed, two posts in-
cluded 1 the fence and pr ovided with means
whereby the posts can be secured together or
can be separated or disconnected to permit
opening the fence.

In the accompanyimg drawings, I show my
invention included in an ordinar y running or
line wire fence, but do not wish to so hmlt
myself, as my invention can be employed 1n
fences of various constructions, types or fab-
rics. The device of my invention, 1s shown
included 1n a panel of the fence between two
fixed posts 1, or my two-part post can take
the plau‘i of ‘a fixed post between the two
posts 1, with the lime or running wires 2,
sta plod or otherwise secured to the two- -part
post.

The device of my mvention comprises two
usually similar posts or post sections or meni-
bers 3, a base or other suitable means for de-
taclmbly,pl\f{)mlly or looselylocking or coup-
coupling together thenr lowerends, and means
for Lletaclmblv‘ locking together or coupling
their upper ends. When locked together 1n
normal or closed position, the post members,
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are usually about parallel and spaced a com-
paratively short distance apart and are both
approximately arranged in the plane or line
of the fence, and the fence fabric or wires are
secured to both members which when in said
position, act or serve as a fence post in main-

tainine the closed continuity of the fence.
Various means can be employed to couple
together the lower ends of the post mem-

bers, and permit swinging thereof on their

lower ends as their upper ends move apart,

or permit spreading or separation of their

Jower ends, or in fact, complete separation of

the two post members. If desired, a fixed
base can be employed to which the lower
ends of the post members can be loosely and
detachably coupled and by which the lower

~ ends of said members can be firmly locked

20

29
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35

and held when in closed position. For In-
stance, I show a metal pipe orrod 4, firmly
set in the ground or in a body of concrete,
wood or other suitable material, and at 1ts
upper end at the surface of the ground car-
rying and rigid with a strong forked head,
usually a strong comparatively heavy cast-
ing forming a cross head 5, and the diverg-

ing arms or legs 6, extending upwardly from

the opposite ends of the cross-head. This
forked head is usually arranged 1n the plane
of the fence, that is, the two legsof thefork
are usually alined with or in the line of the
tence. ' |

The inner faces 60, of the fork legs 6, longi-
tudinally incline upwardly and outwardly n
opposite directions, and are transversely in-
clined or beveled 1n opposite directions as
shown by dotted lines TFig. 2, and more

. clearly in Fig. 5, and the upper end of each

40

45
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- stance, I show the lower end: of each _
T at an angle or beveled at | from the vertical position, and untu the m- 130

Jeg is formed with a rigid transverse stop or
shoulder 61, overhanging the inner face 60,
of the arm. If desired, instead of stops 61
overhanging their inner faces, the upper ends
of the arms can be formed with lateral over-
hanging stopshoulders 62, at their side edges,
see Fig. 9, one arm having a stop 62, at one
side edge, and the other arm having a stop
62, at its correspondingly opposite side edge.
Also if so desired, the base of each fork arm,
can be formed at one side edge with a notch
or depression 63, and at the opposite edge
with a bulge 64, see Fig. 3, the depression 63,
of one arm being opposite the bulge 64, of the

other arm, that is the positions of the bulges

and depressions being reversed in the two
arms, as hereinafter set forth.

The post members 3, seat on the cross head
5, between the inner inclined faces 60, of the
two fork legs or arms, and are adapted to
rock thereon In opposite directions when
spread laterally at their upper ends to open
the fence. Suitable means can be provided
to couple the lower ends of the post members
to said fork arms, respectively. Ior 1in-
post

member 3, cut o

|
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its outer edge to receive and fit in an inclined

casting or socket plate 7, which is rigidly se-
cured to the lower end of said post member
by suitable means such as boits 71. These
socket plates preferably have their flat outer
faces inclined upwardly and outwardly ap-

proximately at the same angle as the inner

faces 60, of the base fork arms against which
they fit and bear. The top end edges.72, of

.said socket plates can be curved transversely

of the plates (see Fig. 3) to move under and

form the top stops 61, as the post members

are swung to or from normal position, so that
when sald members are in normal upright
and closed position, they will be held down
and against direct upward movement by the
stops 61, engaging stop edges 72. At one
vertical or longitudinal edge, each socket
plate is provided with a longitudinal stop
flange 73, projecting rearwardly therefrom
to engage a side edge of its fork arm and
prevent lateral swing of the post member

from vertical position, except in one direc-

70

19

80

89

tion as the opposite longitudinal edge of the

socket plate is not provided with such stop
flange or shoulder.

The stop flanges 73, of the two socket

plates of a pair of post members, are oppo-

20

sitely arranged, that 1s so that, one member

can swing laterally in one direction from

closed position, and the other member in the

opposite direction. HHence when: the two
members are locked together in mormal or
closed position, said flanges 73, bearing
against the fork arms, brace and hold the
post, composed of the two members, against
lateral movement in either direction, while

te

ce.

I show thesocket plates confined or coupled
to the fork arms by sockets or loops 74,
loosely embracing the fork arms. Iach
socket plate is usually formed in one piece
with its loop 74, which is open vertically and
projects outwardly from the lower end of the
plate. One end wall 75, of the loop or socket
terminates about in the plane of the stop
flange 73, to engagé the same edge of the fork
arm as sald flange when the post member i1s1n
normal position and hence aid in limiting the
direction of opening movement of said mem-
ber. The opposite end of the loop 1s extend-
ed laterally of the post member and beyond
the fork arm and terminates in the upwardly
and outwardly inclined end wall 76, the
lower transverse edge of which 1s adapted to
engage the adjacent edge of the fork arm
when the post member is in normal vertical

position to aid in holding the lower end of the

95

100

the fork arms aid in bracing the same against
the tension of the line wires in theline of the -

105
110
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120

same against lateral play when the post isin

vertical position. This extended end of the

Jloop permits the post member to swing later-
ally on its socket plate and in one direction
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clined end wall 76 of the loop moves up into

flat engagement with the adjacent side edee

of the fork arm (see Fig. 3) and until the
lower edge of the opposite loop end wall 75,
drops into the fork arin noteh 63, the post
members then assuming the positions shown
in Ifig. 6. The engagement of the wall end

75, mnto the notch 63, prevents the post

member moving longitudinally of or sliding
upwardly on and from the fork membear un-
der the pull or tension of the line wires or for
other reasons.

The loops or sockets 7, are so formed as to
freely pass down on the fork arms and per-
mit Iree lateral swing of the post members
thereon 1in the intended directions, and so
that the post members can be (reely lifted
and disconnected [rom said fork arms when
the post members have been swung to such
positions as to disengage the edges 72, of
their socket plates from the stops 61, of the
fork arms.  The loops or sockets of the two

post members are oppositely arranged to
limit said members to opening swing in op-

posite directions, that is one socket is ex-
tended laterally in one direction and the
other loop or socket is extended laterally in

the opposite direction, although I do not wish

to so limit all features of my invention.
In the modification disclosed by Fig. 9, the
fork arm stop 62, laps over the edee stop

flange 73, of the socket plate, and thus holds

the socket plate against upward movement
on the fork arm when the post member is in
closed or vertical position.

Any suitable means can be provided for
coupling or locking together the upper ends
of the post members in vertical or closed posi-
tion. For instance, I show the upper end
of one post member, provided at its side
face with a transversely arranced loop or
hook-like keeper 8, rigidlv secured thereto
and opening rearwardly or outwardly and
adapted to receive a swinging or rotating

cam latch or lever 9, at one end pivoted or

fuleramed, at 10, to tne side face of tie oppo-
site post member by a suitable horizontal

bolt or the like so that the lever can swing

to and Irom engagement with the keeper.
Also, 1t desired, means can be provided to
limit the lateral separation of the lower ends
of the post members, when lifted from the
forked base head and separated, as shovwn in
Fig. 8, while the upper ends of said members
remalin coupied together by the cam lever or
other suitable device. For instance, for
this purpose, I can employ swing hook 11,
pivoted to one post meber a short distanee
below 1ts upper end
or keeper 12, {ixed to the opposite post mem-
ber. However, I do not wish to limit my
invention to this feature as various means
can be provided for this purpose, whenever

-1t 18 found desirable to thus limit the spacing

and adapted to enter eyve ;

e . s —

open position

3

 maintaining the upper portion of the fence

closed.

The deviee of this invention can be applied
at the location desired to fences previously
set up or can be meluded in fences at the
desired points during the construction of the

fence.  In either event, I lock the two mem-
base and together in

bers to their forkec
closed vertical position with the fence wire
or fabric continued uncut across the post
members and under the desived tension., [
then usually tightly and strongly staple or
otherwise secure cach line wire (or the fabric
at the necessary points) to each post member
with the mtervening portions of the wires
extended across the space between said
members.  Then whenever desived, the wires
can be cut between the two post members,
teaving the members coupled together by the
cam latch or lever at theiv upper ends and by
the forked or divided base at their lower ends,
whereby the fence 1s held closed and under
the destred tension.

When 1t 1s desired to open the fence for
passage, the cam lever is swung upwardly or
to the right and downwardly until its free
end clears the keeper 8, and the two post
members are swung laterally in opposite

~directions (see Ifig. 6) rocking at their lower

ends on the forked base.  In thus swinging
open, the post members virtually move with
and are aided by the tension of the fenece
wires, as the formation or arrangement of

the base lork arms s preferably such that the.

post mem.

ers 1 opening swing not only lat-
erallv of t

1¢c Iine ol the fence but at an ineli-

natlon, or m planes forming acute angles

with the longitudinal plane of the fence.
Ffor instance, oune post member, preferably
swings laterally from the line of the fence and
at an inchnation toward the right and the
other member swings in the opposite direc-
tion from the line of the fence and at an
inclination toward the left.  Infact, the pull
ol the fence wires will ordinarily swing the
post members to open position, immediately
on the release or disconnection of their upper
ends, and the post members will be held in
and their outward movement
will be limited by the fork arms (see Ifie. 3).

When tie post members are swune toward
cach otner to again close the fence, the fence
wires will be again tightened by reason ol
the arrangement of the fork arms and by
the transverse bevel or inclination thereof
which tends to draw the lower ends of the
post members toward cach other, and by the
cam lever which exerts considerable tension
on the post members in drawing their upper
ciuds toward cach other.  The tension of the
fence wires, also, aids in Hfting the lower ends
of the post members from the fork armsol
the base, when it is desived to open the fence,
as shown ny Fie. 7, for the passage of teams

of the lower ends ol the post members while 1 also when it is desired to open only the lower
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portion of the fence, see Fig. 8, for passage
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of small animals while preventing passage
of large animals. When the post members,

after being thus separated, are again applied

to an forced down on the diverging and
angularly arranged base fork arms, the lower
fence wires- will be tightened and the top

wires will be tightened by the cam lever in
drawing the post upper ends under consider-

able tension.

Itis evident that various changes might be
resorted to in the forms, arrangements and
constructions of the parts described, and
that parts might be added or elements
omitted without departing from the spirit
and scope of my invention, and hence I do not
wish to limit myself to the constructions as
shown. | |

What I claim 1s:— _

1. Infences, a post gate comprising a base,
swingable post members detachably and
loosely confined to and fulerumed on the
base, and means for detachably coupling to-
oether the upper ends of the members under
tension. . '

2. A two-part post coinprising swingable
post, members adapted to have the fence
wires or fabric secured thereto, fulcrum
means for loosely and detachably coupling
together the lower ends of said members, and
means for detachably locking together the
upper ends of said members under tension to
maintain the tension of the fence wires and

.the closed continuity of the fence.

3. A post comprising two swingable mem-
bers adapted to have the fence wires or rab-
ric secured thereto, a fulerum base adapted
to detachably and loosely couple together
the lower ends of said members, the lower
ends of said members being fulecrumed on
said base, whereby the members can swing
laterally thereon to spread at their upper
ends, or can be detached therefrom to spread
at their lower ends, and means for detach-
ably and pivotally locking together the up
per ends of said members. .

4. A post comprising two post members
adapted to have the fence wires or fabric
secured thereto and adapted to be detach-
ably connected to maintain the continuity
and tension of the fence, and a base there-
fore adapted to detachably receive the lower
ends of said members, said members being
pivotally or loosely coupled to said base to
swing laterally. - |

5. A post comprising two laterally swing-
able post members adapted to have the fence
wires or fabric secured thereto, means for

detachably coupling together the upper ends

of said members, means for detachably and

loosely coupling together the lower ends of
said members, and means whereby said mem-
bers are held against swinging laterally on
their lower ends in the same direction.

6. A post comprising two vertical post

875,769

' members adapted to have the fence wires or

fabric secured thereto, means for detachably
securing said members together to maintain
the closed continuity of the fence, and a base
for detachably coupling together the lower
ends of said members, the lower ends of said
members being mounted on sald base to
spread or swing laterally at their upper ends
in opening the fence. |

7. A post comprising a base having fork
arms, and two post members having sockets
at their lower ends to receive said fork arms,
and provided with means for detachably
Jlocking said post members together.

8. A post comprising two laterally swing-

able post members adapted to have the

fence wires or fabric secured thereto, means
for drawing said members toward each other
and locking the same in closed position under
tension, and a base on which the lower ends
of said members are fulerumed, said base
formed with means to hold the lower ends ot
said members against separation in the line
of the fence when said members are in closed
position.

9. A wire or fabric fence having a post gate
included therein and comprising two vertical
post members to which the fence wires or
fabric are secured, a base to which the lower
ends of said members are fulerumed and by
which they are coupled together, and a cam
lever whereby the upper ends of said mem-

‘bers are detachably locked together under

tension.

10. A
forked head, two
lower ends fulerumed on and detachably
coupled together by said head, each member
having a socket to receive an arm of said
head, and means for detachably coupling
together the upper portions of said members.

11. A fence provided with a post gate com-
prising two vertical post members to which
the wire fence fabric or wires are secured, a
base to which the lower ends of said mem-
bers are fulcrumed to permit the same to
swing or spread laterally at their upper ends,

“and means whereby the upper ends jof said

members can be drawn together~and de-
tachably locked under tension to maintain
the closed continuity of the fence, whereby
the fence can be opened by disconnecting
said means and swinging said members lat-
erally in opposite directions and on sald base.

12. A post comprising two vertical post
members adapted to have the fence wire or
fabric secured thereto, means for coupling
together the upper portions of the members,
a, base adapted to be fixed in the ground, the
lower ends of said members being detachably

post comprising a base having a
post members at their

70.
75,
30
85
90
95
100
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fulerumed on said base, whereby sald mem- -

bers can be swung laterally in opposite direcs
tions to open the fence at its upper portion,
or while the upper portions of said members
remain connected their lower portions can be

130
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separated to open the lower portion of the
fence, and means for limiting the spread of
the lower portions ol said members when
detached from said base. |

13. In a post, in combination, two ver-
tically disposed post members provided with
means for coupling the same detachably to-
gether, each member at its lower end having |
an upwardly and outwardly melined outer
face and a loop socket, and a base having a
forked head comprising upwardly and out-
wardly diverging arms detachably receiving |
said sockets, said post members adapted to
it in the head between said arms, and stop
means limiting said members against swing-
ing on said base in the same direction, and
aganst direct upward detachment from said
base when said members are in their closed
vertical position.

14. A post comprising two post members
having socket plates secured to their lower
ends and formed with sockets and stop

lower ends of said members fitting between
the fork arms with said socket plates in en-
cagement therewith and said socket detach-
ably receiving said arms, said stop flanges
being oppositely arranged to engage said
arms and prevent swing of said members in
the same direction. ,

15. A post comprising post members, and
a base to which the lower ends of said mem-
bers are detachably fulerumed to permit
lateral swing of the members in opposite
directions, means to hold said members
agamst detachment from said base when
said members are in vertical closed position,
and means to hold said members against de-
tachment from said base when said members
are at their limits of spread or open position

16. A fence comprising a two-part post
consisting of two vertical post members hav-
g the fence wire or fabric secured thereto,
a fixed base on which the lower ends of said
members are fulerumed to permit the mem-
bers to swing laterally in opposite directions
in opening the fence, said base being con-
structed and arranged to permit said mem- |

bers to swing laterally and at an inclination
1 opposite directions i the directions of the
tenston or pull of the fence wires, and means
for detachably coupling together the upper
portions ol the members under tension, sub-
stantially as described.

17. A post gate comprising swingable post
members adapted to have the fence wires
secured thercto, a base on which the lower
ends ol the members are fulerumed, whereby
sald members can swing on said base to
separate at thewr upper ends, and means for
holding the members m closed position.

1S, In combimation, a pair of post mem-
bers, a base on which the lower ends of said
members are detachably fulerumed, whereby
the members can swing apart at their upper
endds, and means pivotally and detachably
couplimg together the upper ends of said
members, whereby said members can swing
apart at their lower ends when detached
from said base.

19. In combination, a base adapted to
be fixed in the ground, two post members at
their lower ends [ulerumed on and detach-
ably coupled to said base to swing laterally
thercon, and means for detachably and
prvotally coupling the upper portions of said
members together, whercby said members
can be separated from the base and from
each other to open a panel of the fence, or
can be swung apart laterally at their upper
or at their lower ends swinging on said base
or on sald means as a center.

20. A post gate comprising two swing-
able members adapted to have the fence
wires secured thercto, a base on which said
members are fulerumed, one member pro-
vided with a keeper, and a cam lever ful-
crumed to the other member to engage said
keeper and draw said members toward each
other under tension and maintain the mem-
bers 1 closed position.

In testimony whereof I allix my signature

- 1n presence ol two witnesses.

CLIAS. S. BILEBIE.
Witnesses:
L. Nmmmeynr,
C. A. WeImMER.
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