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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that I, PuoeBE R. COTTRELL,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Tigerton, in the county of Shawano, State of
Wisconsin, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Can and other Ves-
sel Cleaning Implements; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
1t appertains to make and use the same.

The present invention has reference to
cleaning implements, and it aims to provide
a sumple device of that class including a
cloth-holding member adapted to be readily
inserted into the interior of a bottle or simi-
lar receptacle and rotated or otherwise
moved about therein, the expansible nature
of the cloth-holder causing 1t to accommo-
date 1tself to the interior of the receptacle, so
as to contact with and perfectly clean every
portion of the same during its movement
therein.

The 1invention will be readily understood
from the following detailed deseription, and
1ts preferred embodiment is illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which like parts
are designated by corresponding reference
numerals in the several views. | |

Of the said drawings—Figure 1 is a front
elevation of the improved cleaning imple-
ment. Ifig. 2 is an end view thereof. Fig. 3
1s a longitudinal section through Fig. 1. Kige.
418 a view similar to Fig. 1, showing the de-
vice provided with a cloth and disposed in
position in a bottle.

Reterring more specifically to the draw-
ings, the reference numeral 7 designates the
cloth-engaging member of the implement,
which, as shown, comprises a pair of oppo-
sitely-bowed resilient straps 8, connected
centrally together, as at 9, the pin forming
such means of connection extencﬁng likewise

through a handle 10 disposed longitudinally -

of sald straps and projecting some distance
therebeyond.

The opposite ends of each strap are bent
towards each other and serve as a means of
support for a resilient strap 11 secured there-
to 1n any preferred manner. The opposite
ends of the straps 11 are likewise bent in-
wardly to form the cloth-engaging shoulders
12, the free ends of which are serrated, as
at 13.

The corresponding ends of the bowed
straps 8 are held yleldingly apart from each

4

other by means of springs 14, whose opposite
ends are connected to such straps, the action
of the springs rendering the entire cloth-en-
cagcing member of the implement expansible,
m order to permit its contraction during its
passage through the narrow or constricted
neck of a can or bottle, and its subsequent
expansion when in place 1n the interior of the
latter. - |

In Fig. 4, the implement 1s shown 1n 1ts
operative position within the interior of a
bottle, and 1t 1s to be noted that the cloth 17,
carried by the serrated ends 13 of the straps
11, 18 held not only against the sides of the
bottle but against 1ts top and bottom, so that
every portion of its interior surface will be
thoroughly cleaned, the action of the springs
14 upon the straps 8 forcing the straps 11
outwardly in opposite directions against such
surface and yieldingly retaining the same 1n
such position. -

While the invention has been shown and
described in connection with a can or bottle,
it is to be understood that it is adapted to be
used with equal readiness in cleaning lamp
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chimneys and similar articles open at both

ends.

Modifications and changes may be made
within the scope of the appended claims,
without departing irom the spirit of the in-
vention, as it 1s not mtended that the inven-
tion be limited to the exact detalls of con-
struction shown and described. '

What is elaimed, 1s—-

1. In an implement of the class described,
a cloth holding body comprising a pair of op-
positely disposed members connected cen-
trally together, means disposed between the
corresponding ends of said members for nor-
mally holding the same apart from each
other, means provided upon opposite ends of
sald members for engaging a cloth, and a
handle secured to said cloth-holding body.

2. In an1mplement of the class described,
a cloth holding body comprising a pair of op-
positely disposed members connected cen-
trally together, springs disposed between the
corresponding ends of said members for nor-
mally holding the same apart from each
other, means provided upon opposite ends of
sald members for engaging a cloth, and a
handle secured to said cloth-holding body.

3. In an implement of the class described,
a cloth-holding member comprising a pair of
oppositely bowed straps connected centrally
together, a strap carried by each of said first-
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mentioned straps and provided at opposite
ends with immwardly directed cloth-engaging
portions, and a handle secured to said bowed
members. '

4. In an 1mplement of the class described, |

a cloth-holding member comprising a pair of
oppositely bowed straps connected centrally

together, a strap carried by each of said first- |
mentioned straps and provided at opposite |

ends with mmwardly directed cloth-engaging

412

the corresponding ends of said bowed mem-
bers for holding the same yieldingly apart
from each other, and a handle secured to said
“bowed members. 15
- Intestimony whereof, I affix my signature,
- 1n presence of two witnesses. -

PHOEBE R. COTTRELL.

Witnesses:
A. F. SMmiTH,

portions, resilient means disposed between

K. StorT.
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