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To all whom 4t may concern.:
Be 1t known that we, CoarLEs Howe and
Harry H. ELDREDGE, C1t17ens of the United

States, residing at Guthrle in the county of |

L()D'ar_t and Oklahoma Termtmy have in-

Vented a new and useful Banana-Crate, of

which the following 1s a specilication.
This invention relates to banana crates.

The object of the invention 1s to provide
a simple and horoughly eflictent form of
crate which shall in a novel manner be adapt-

ed to be set up or knocked down, and in
which the banana containing bag or sack
shall be so combined with the structure as to
insure the contained fruit against damage in
shipment.

With the above and otner objects m view,
as will appear as the nature of the 111vent1011
1s better understood, the same consists 1n the
novel construction and combination of parts
of a banana crate, as will be hereinafter fully
described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings fornung a

part of this Speclﬁcatmn and i which like

characters of reference 1ndicate correspond-

ing parts: Ifigure 11s a view 1n side elevation
e:ahlbltmn' the crate as it appears when con-
taining bananas. Fig. 2 15 a sectwnal view
on the line 2—2, INg. 1. Fig. 318 a view 1n
side elevation exhibiting the crate collapsed.
IFig. 4 1s a sumilar view showing a portion of
the crate partly opened. Fig. b is a view in
front elevation of a tag holder that may be
used 1n connection Wlth the crate.

The cmte comprises a plurality of bands
or hoops 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, which may be made
either of wood or of metal pre[cmbly the lat-
ter, a plurality of pairs of toggle levers 6, con-
structed preferably of strap metal, connect-
mg the bands or hoops, and a sack or bag 7
for containing a bunch of bananas, as shown
in Ifigs. 1 and 2, there are four 10ng1tud1nal
series of toggle levers each series being dis-
posed at rlght angles to the adjacent series,
whereby when the four series are combined
with the bands, the structure when viewed in
plan is apprommately quadrangular in form.
The series of toggle levers may be combined
with the ba,nds in any preferred manner,
preferably by rtivets 8, which pass thr'mw'h
the bands and the superimposed ends of each
pair of toggle levers and serve as pivots, the
members of each toggle lever being pwot%lh
joined by rivets 9.

When the crate 1s extended as in Ifig. 1 the
members of each pair of toggle levers ,wﬂl

'alined and t©

1e levers themselves will lie one
above the other. 1In order to hold the toggle
levers extended, certain pairs of toggle levers
of each 10110*11;11(:111]&1 series are pr ovided with
fastening devices such as spring latches 12,
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a latch bemg‘ fastened to one member of each °

of said pairs. Iach laten has a bolt 11 on its
under side extending through an orifice 10 in
the member to which 1t 1s attached, and
through a registering orifice 10* in the cor-
respondmﬂ' member of the other toggle lever
beneath it.. When the crate is to be col-

:'11 [ig. 3, the bolts 11 will be ﬁlthdra,wn

from the orifices 10%, the toggle levers folded,

and the bolts 11 then p]aeed in orifices 107
1n the coacting members of the toggle levers.
From this it will be observed that each pair
of hoops are connected by toggle levers in-
dependent of those on either Slde so that the
crate may be shortened at the top? the bot-
tom, or at any intermediate point by sumply
folding the toggle levers between the hoops
at the desired place and then fastening them.
Only those members adjacent to the ter-
minals of the crate frame need be provided
with the locking latches, but 1t 1s to be under-
stood that if found necessary or deswable
the . intermediate members may be
eqmpped as 1llustrated in Fig. 1. The
means for combining the sack or baﬂ‘ 7 with
the frame counsists, in this 111&,‘5&1106 of two
hoops 13 and 14 which are herein shown as
combined with bands 2 and 4, and are se-

lapsed preparatory to returning it, as shown
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cured 1n position by headed pins 14* that

project ‘through appropriate ~orifices tur-
nished i the bands and hoops and through
the sack and carry at their mmner ends spht

or cotter pins 15, the bands and hoops-being

held properly spa,ced apart by spacers 16
through which the pins project, as clearly
shownin Iig. 2. While but two of the hoops
are herein shown, 1t 1s to be understood that
the Invention 1s not to be limited to this
number, as there may be one of these ele-
ments combined with each of the bands it
found necessary or desirable, and as this
will be readily understood, detailed 1llustra-
tion 1s omitted.

Where the bands 1-—5 are made of metal,

the width of the band in order to reinforce
them against liability of yielding to pressure.

Tf desired there may be combined with one
of the bands 3 a tag holder 17 which may be

be | made from sheet metal of the usual or any

their edges may be tur:ned at right angles to.
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preferred construction, to receive a tag or

card 18 bearing the name of the CONSIZNOY

~and consignee, the holder having combined

10

15

20

the bend 2.,
band may be folded down on the band 2, and

with it a pweted latch 19 prewded with a
pin 20 to enter the holder and thus keep the
card from becoming accidentally sepereted
therefrom. -

To extend the range of usefulness of the
device, by adapting it to accommodate
bunches of bananas of different lengths, the

bands 1 and 3 will be provided with orlﬁees
21 to be engaged by the

of bananas is of unusual length; and those
in the band 3 when the bunch is very short
in length. When the pins are positioned in
as shown mn Iig. 1, the upper

thus be out of the way. By the provision
of the orifices defined, the crate may be
made to fit a bunch of bananas of any

~length merely by shifting the posttion of the
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hoop 13 and eombmme' it with either the
band 1 or 3.

By eomblmnﬂ' the hoops .13 and 14 w1th
the frame in the manner described -these
may readily be removed when a new bag 13

to be positioned within the crate.

It will be seen from the foregoing descrip-
tion, that by the arrangement of the parts
herein  shown that the crate will be thor-

oughly efficient for retaining a bunch of

bananas-against liability of damage in transit

“and further that when the crate is collapsed |
that 1t will occupy but small space and may |

thus be cheaply reshlpped

We claim:
1. A banana crate comprising a plurality

of bands, a series of individual toggle con- |

pins 14%, those 1n
the band 1. bemﬂ' employed when the bunch |

)

‘nections between adjacent bands, means on
certain toggles of each series to hold the
bands to which said series of toggles are con-
nected separated or brought close together,
removable hoops carried by certain “of the

‘bands, a sack, and means for removably se-

curing said sack to said hoops.

2. A banana crate comprising a plurality
of bands, a plurality of delduel togele con-
nections between adjacent bands only,

]latches on eertem togele connections be-

tween each pair of bands. for holding any
pair of bands separated or in close contact
independently of all other bands, removable

hoops adapted to be temporerlly connected

to any of sald bands, removable bolts for
connecting said bands and hoops, and a sack

_removebly secured to said hoops

3. A banana crate comprising a plurality

of bands, individual toggle connections be-

tween adjacent bands adapted to extend or
collapse adjacent pairs of bands independ-

ently, hoops within certain of said bende and

removably .attached thereto, a sack within
said” bands removably but unyleldmﬂ*ly Se-
cured to a plurality of said hoops, whereby

said Saek 18 placed under tension when the

crate is extended, and individual means for
locking said toggle connections.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing

as Our own, we have hereto affixed our signa-

‘tures in the presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES HOWE.
HARRY H. ELDREDGE.

Witnesses: | -
‘Epwarp L. Apawms,
H. H. WiLL.ovcaBY,
H. PORTER.
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