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To all whom it may concern’

Be it known that I, PonsonBYy M. CHAR-

TRES, a citizen of the United States, and a

‘resident of Bathbeach, in the county of

Kimgs ahd State of New York, United States
of America, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Shoe-Laces and Fas-
teners, of which the following is a specifica-

- tion.
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My mvention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in shoelaces and fasten-
ers and 1ts object is to provide a simple ar-
rangement of parts by means of which a
shoelace may be firmly secured in place with-
out the necessity of tying a knot, and in so
arranging the parts that the ornamental bow
may be tied upon one end of the lace and be

‘permanently fastened or secured together if

desired. : .
My invention has further desirable char-
acteristics which I will describe in the follow-
ing spectfication and the novel features there-
of I will point out in claims. = |

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a.

front elevation of a shoe showing one of my
shoelaces and fasteners applied thereto.
Fig. 2 is a front elevation of the upper por-
tion of a shoe with my invention applied

thereto, the bow portion being turned back.

to 1llustrate the method in which this device
1s used. Fig. 3 is a sectional plan view of a

fastener or clasp which I have designed as a |

art of my invention, the clasp in this figure
eing shown 1n its closed position. Fig, 4 is
an elevation of my improved fastener shown
In its open position. Fig. 5'is a diagram-
matic sectional plan view of my shoelace and
fastener with the free end of the lace secured
to the stationary or bow end by means of the
fastener. . '
~ Like characters of reference designate cor-
responding parts in all of the figures.
10 designates a shoe to which my inven-
tion is to be applied.
In the drawings' I have illustrated a low
shoe as this invention is especially applicable

‘thereto, although it may be used with other

styles of shoes. _ . _

The shoe illustrated in the drawings is sup-
posed to be for the right foot. _

11 designates the inner flap of the shoe in
which are the lace-eyelets 12, and 13 desig-
nates the outer flap. -

20 designates a shoelace of ordinary size,

65 shape and construction. At one end of this

1

the lace is to be passed.

-the fingers.

lace é,n ornamental bow 21 'is tma,de. This |

bow may remain permanently tied and may

be permanently sewed togethér so that it
will better hold its shape.
other or free end of the lace. |

30 1s a fastener or clasp which I have de-

22 designates the

80

signed. to carry out my invention. This

clasp comprises an inner member 31 and an
outer member 32 which are pivoted together
at 33. The inner member 1s provided with
an opening 34 through which the free end of
It 1s also ¢onstruct-

86

ed with a rectangular opening 35. 36, 36 =

‘designate points-projecting upward from the

iner surface of this inner member at either
side of the rectangular opening 35. At 37 a
plurality of spring points similar to the male
member of a glove fastener project from this

| same surface of the inner member.

38 and 39 designate slots in the inner and
outer members respectively near the parts of
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these members at which they are pivoted to-

gether. . |

- From the mner surface of the outer mem-
ber a prong 354 projects which is arranged
to fit into the rectangular opening 35. At
the sides of this prong are depressions 364,

364 1nto which the projecting points 36, 36

fit. 374 1s a circular hole through which the
points 37 may be sprung as is shown in Fig.
3 to hold the two parts of the clasp together
in their closed position. -

40 18 a loop of elastic material

by means of
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which the clasp 30 is attached to the inper

portion of the bow 21 as
Figs. 2 and 5. | _

In applying this device to a shoe, the free
end 22 of the lace is passed through the up-

1s shown at 41 111

per eyelet of the inner flap 11 from the in-

side; thence it is passed down and through
the lower eyelet of the outer flap 13 from t%l
inside. It is then laced back and forth
through all of the remaining eyelets and out
through the upper eyelet on the outer flap.

The shoe may then be placed upon the foot

after which the lace may be tightened up.
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The ends of the lace are then in the positions -

shown in Fig. 2. The free end 22 is then
passed through the opening 34 and the bow
pulled down thereby into the position shown
in Fig. 1 and the clasp closed by a pressure of
The projecting parts 36, 36 and
364 will then engage the lace and hold it
firmly against slipping. The spring points
37 engaging with the edge of the opening 374
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will I;rev_‘ent the clasp from opening,

. will remain in this position until 1t 1s manu-

- the clasp ma
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- terial,

permanent

tegral part of
| ot%r

released.

all | e S
; %o facilitate the opening of the fastener, a

Edrtion of its outer member 32 1s carried out
eyond the inner member as shown at 324
By slipping the finger under this portion 32+

the lace may be loosened. |
I prefer to make the loop 40 of elastic ma-

lace and holds the flaps of the shoe together

securely but allows a certain amount of re-

siliency which is pleasing to the wearer.

It may be seen that this device which I

have invented is complete in itself and that
it may be applied to any pair of lace-shoes
without any change in the shoes, or without
any clasps or attachinents being fastened to

the shoes.

What I claim 1s.— o

1. The combination of a shoelace having a
. ornamental bow.on one end
thereof, said bow being made up of an in-
the shoelace, a fastener for the
er'end of the lace, and an elastic conpec-

and it

be easily opened after which

as this prevents undue strain upon the |

. 876,162

| tion between the féét.énér_ and the end of the

' lace on which is the bow. | |
9. The combination of a shoelace; hav

a permanent ornamental bow on one en

thereof a fastener therefor, said fastener com-

l_pnsm one member throu
end of ‘the lace is adapted to pass and an-
other mémber pivoted to the first member,
and a connection between the fastener and

3. The combination of a shoelace hav

‘an ornamental bow on one end thereof, said

bow being made up of am integral part of the
shoelace, comprising a pair of members piv-
oted together and arranged to clasp the free

end of the lace, and an elastic loop connect-

ing the pivoted portion of the fastener with
the end of the shoelace on which is the bow.
. In testimony whereof I have‘signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses. - |

PONSONBY M. CHARTRES.

| .
Witnesses: -
o E. W. MARSHALL,
- " EirA Toon.

h which the free
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the end of the shoelace on which is the bow.
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