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To all whom it may concern: |

Be it known that I, Joux W. PEppPLE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Hills-
boro, in the county of Hill and State of Texas,
have invented new and useful Improvements
i Mail-Pouch Catcheérs, of which the follow-

-

Ing 18 a specification.

This invention relates to mail pouch

catchers, and one of the objects thereof is to
provide a catcher which shall be simple in
construction, strong, durable, efficient in its
use, comparatively mexpensive and readily
set up. | .

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide the catcher of such length as to permit
of the crane being positioned four or five
feet, or a greater distance, from the side of
the track so there will be no liability of any of
the train crew being injured by the crane or
the pouch as would be the case if the crane
and pouch were arranged in close proximity
to the side of the track; and, further to pro-
vide the catcher with means which will per-
mit, after the pouch has been caught, to be
shifted towards the car so that it can be con-
veniently grasped by the postal clerk and
drawn within the car.

With the foregoing and other objects in

view, the invention consists of the novel con-
struction, combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter more specifically described
and 1lustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, wherein i1s shown the preferred embodi-
ment of the invention; but it is to be under-
stood that changes, variations or modifica-
tions can be resorted to which come within
the scope of the claims hereunto appended.

In describing the invention in detail refer-

ence 18 had to the accompanying drawings,

wherein like reference characters denote cor-
responding parts throuchout the several
views, and in which— ' - |
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the
catcher showing the same attached to the
door frame of a car, the latter being broken
away. Fig.21sa section on line 5—
4. Fig. 3 1s a perspective view of the catcher
arm. Hig. 41s a front, and Fig. 5 a rear view

- of a pouch-shifting arm.
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The catcher embodies a supporting plate
16 which 1s secured to the door frame in the
manner as shown by hold-fast devices ex-
tending through the opening 17. The plate
16 1s formed with outwardly extending aper-
tured lugs 18, 19 which are suitably spaced
apart. The reference character 20 denotes a

5 of Fig.

vided for the catcher.

catcher arm which is hinged to the lugs 18,
19 and provision for the hinging of the arms
20 18 had by providing such arm with a bi-
furcated end to form the extensions 20* and
20°.  The extension 202 is -
pin, not shown, which is mounted in the
apertured lug 18, the extension 20* being
seated upon the lug 18. The extension 20P
1s mounted upon the lug 19 and through such
extension and such lug a pintle 20° extends.
T'he catcher arm 20 is hinged to the plate 16
in such a manner that the necessary clear-
ance will be had when swinging the arm 20
towards and away from the car.

Slidably connected to one face of the
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provided with a
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hinged arm 20 is a pouch shifting member 21
which 1s of less width and of less length than

the arm 20 and is attached to the arm 20
through the medium of a tongue and groove
connection. As shown the tongue is indi-
cated by the reference character 21* and
forms a part of the arm 20. The groove is
designated by the reference character 22 and
1s formed in the inner face of the member 21.
The tongue and groove connection between
the arm 20 and member 21 is in the form of a
dove-tail. The position of the lugs 18 and
19 with respect to each other is such as to
form a space through which the member 21
can pass when shifting the pouch from the
outer end of the arm 20. The outward
movement of the shiftable member 21 is ar-
rested by a stop 22 provided on the arm 20
near the outer end thereof. '

To enable the member 21 to engage the
pouch so as to carry

car, sald member 21 is formed of a hook-
shaped end 24 and to prevent the pouch
from catching or hanging on the outer end of
the arm 20 when the pouch is struck by the
catcher and the top half of the pouch falls
over the catcher, the outer end of the arm 20
1s flattened as at 25. A handle 26 is pro-

Sald handle is se-
The handle 26 is

cured to the arm 20.

adapted to be grasped by the postal clerk

during the act of catching the pouch to offer
the necessary resistance and said action will
prevent the catcher with the pouch rebound-

ing so as to strike the side of the car and in-

jure the mail in the pouch.
It will be assumed that the pouch is sus-

pended by the crane in a manner as shown in
Fig. 1.

The catcher coming in contact with
| the pouch will dislodge it, the catcher strik-
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ing the pouch at the center, the pouch dou-
bling over the outer end of the catcher and at
one side of the hooked end of the member 21.
Before the pouch is struck by the catcher

the handle is grasped by the postal clerk so as

to prevent the catcher rebounding and strik-
ing the side of the car with the pouch. Af-

ter the pouch has been caught the postal
clerk shifts the member 21 towards him,
which will carry the pouch therewith and
this action will be had until the pouch 1s

moved to a position where 1t can be conven-

iently grasped by the postal clerk. The
pouch is then removed and the member re-
turned to the position shown 1n IFig. 1.

When the catcher is in 1ts inoperative po-
sition the free end thereof is adapted to en-
gage in a suitable casting 27 secured to the
opposite side of the door irame and such an
arrangement of the catcher will act as a bar
extending across the door-way to prevent
the occupant of the car from falling out.

Although the catcher arm 20 and shifting
member 21 are shown flat, yet the arm or
member can be cylindrical in contour and
furthermore the groove can be formed in the
arm 20 and the tongue form part of the
member 21. As such construction is obvi-
ous it is thought unnecessary to show it.

It will be evident from the manner in
which the catcher is set up that it can be
shifted so as to provide to catch a pouch 1n
accordance with which direction the train 1s
ooing. The shifting can be had by remov-
mg the pintle 20°¢ and reversing the arm 20.
Or the bracket 16 can be so set up as to be
readily detached from one side of the door
frame and secured to the other side of the
door frame. As this construction is obvious
it is thought unnecessary to show 1t.

What 1 claim is—

1. A mail pouch catcher comprising a
swinging arm, a handle carried thereby, and
a. pouch-shifting arm slidably connected to
the catcher arm and having its outer end pro-
vided with a hook. -

2. A mail pouch catcher comprising a
swinging catcher arm, a mail pouch shiftable
member having a hook at one end, and a
tongue and groove connection between the
catcher arm and the said member.

3. A mail pouch catcher comprising a
swinging catcher arm, a mail pouch shiftable
member having a hook at one end, a tongue

and groove connection between the catcher
arm and the sald member, means carried by
the said arm for limiting the shifting move-
ment of sald member in one direction.

4. A mail pouch catcher comprising a
swinging catcher arm, a mail pouch shiftable
member having a hook at one end, a tongue
and groove connection between the catcher
arm and the said member, and a handle con-
nected to sald catcher arm. '-

5. A mail pouch catcher comprising a
swinging catcher arm, a mail pouch shiftable
member having a hook at one end, a tongue
and groove connection between the catcher
arm and the said member, means carried by
the sald arm for lmiting the shifting move-
ment of sald member in one direction, and a
handle attached to the catcher arm. _

- 6. A mail pouch catcher comprising a
swinging catcher arm, means for connecting
the arm to a car, a mail pouch shifting mem-
ber having a hook-shaped end, and means
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for slidably connecting the said member to

sald arm. _ .

7. A mail pouch catcher comprising a
swinging catcher arm, means for connecting
the arm to a car, a mail pouch shifting mem-
ber having a hook-shaped end, and a tongue
and groove connection between the arm and
saild member, said tongue and groove con-
nection permitting of the member shifting
upon the arm. _

8. A mail pouch catcher comprising a
swinging catcher arm, means for connecting
the arm to a car, a mail pouch shifting mem-
ber having a hook-shaped end, means for
slidably connecting the said member to said
arm, and a stop for limiting the movement
of said member in one direction.

9. A mail pouch catcher comprising s
swinging catcher arm, means for connecting
the arm to a car, a mail pouch shifting mem-
ber having a hook-shaped end, means for
slidably connecting the said member to said
arm, a stop for limiting the movement of
said member in one direction, and a handle
attached to said arm. .

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

nesses
JOHN W. PEPPLE.
Witnesses: |

A, W. Young,
FrED LOWREY.
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