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To all whom 1t may concern.:
Be 1t known that I, Jaymus WrsT, a cilizen
of the Umted States, and a resident of the

township of Jackson, in the Counm of Wells,

1n the State of hldlium have invented a new
and useful Device for Pl(‘lxlll“ Cherries and
Like Small Fruit, of which the ol lowing 1s a
specliication.

My nvention relates to mmprovements in

devices for gathering or picking growing
small fruits, such as chorries and the like.
- One of the objects of my invention is to
provide a device of the kind 1@1’@110(1 to
whereby the growing fruit may be severed
from 1ts St(}ll'lb and Oathelul without its mu-
tﬂ&tmn Or 1njury and without the necessity
of its being brought into contact with the
ELtth‘OI

A further pmpose in my invention is to
provide such a device which will be light in
welght, easy ol manipulation, dur: a,th} and
economlcal of manufacture.

The objects of my invention are accom-
plished b}“” the novel and ingeniously con-
structed and arranged device illustrated 1n
the accompanying drawings, in which—

Iligure 1 1s a perspective view, and Iig. 2
1S a centml vertical lonnltudum,l soclmnal
view of my improved device complete, 1n the
latter view, the door being shown as swung
open. 1*1& 3 18 a front view of the dwmo
I1g. 4 1s a detached perspective view and
Ie. 5 1s a vertical central sectional view of
the straight-edge blade removed.

Similar letters of reference refer to corre-
sponding parts throughout the several views

A designates the 1‘@(‘epm(;l{, made ol Shect
metal such as tin or alumlnmm 1t being sub-
st‘mtnlhf SCUATre 111 CTOSS bGC‘tIOII ancd 01 di-
mension larger at its rear than at its forward
end, and of the ceneral conformation as
shown in Ifig. 1 1t may be made in sizes
suttable to be manipulated by a hand smaller
than that of the adult person, and may be
made of varying lengths and capacity. “The
forward end of the 1"(*(J(,])Latlo 1s broug ht to an
ensmalled closure and the ang alar Ly dis-

posed nose B, and the oval- slmped Opening

C, are formed. This opening £ 1s of such di-
mension as to freely admit into the recep-
tacle the fruit Severedj as will be heremnalter
described.

Extending transversely across and 11ﬂ1dlv
secured to the inner edee of the nose is the
straight-edge blade D. This straight-edge
blade 1s made of steel and has the upwardly

1o

disposed tines I at its ends. It is suitably
secured 1n position by soldering to the edges
of the nose and to the suitable support plate

set thereunder, as plaimmly shown m Ifig. 2.

The shear-blade I formed mteﬂall\ with
the arm [ is finished to a suitable cdge as
shown m Ifig. 2. This shear-blade 1s Tbent
downwardly at supstantially a right angle to
the arm 1 the end of the arm Lomﬂ secured 10
the leaf-spring K which in turn 1s secured to
the body ol e receptacle all of the parts of
the device beimg so disposed with reference
cach . other that the normal positions
thereol arve as plainly shown in Ifig. 1. The
shear-blade 11 is so retained with reference
to the straight-cdge blade D that when the
former 1s pr ossed downwar dly until its move-

ment has been arrested by the spring K com-

ing into contact with the top ol the recepta-
cle there will be a sheht clearance between
the vertical faces of the blac es, the shearing
or chipping contact thereol L.Wﬂ}ﬂ occeurred
as the edge ol the shear-blade pqssod the
cdge of the str: aleht-cdee blade. DBy thas
novel arrangement “of the fixed blade and the
Ingenious conformation and chisposition of
the movable blade and its arm, the move-
ment of the one blade past the other, besides
eﬂ’ectively .50*?(*111110 the stems dlsposed
thereat, will tend to draw and 1mpel the
fruit so severed, away from the line of sever-
ANCE.

The rear end of the receptacle 1s bound and
stiffened by the wire O, and is provided with
the suitably luneed door L retained nor-
mally closed by the spring-iateh M, asplainly
shown m Ifie. 1 and Ifie. 2. Secured to the

" under side of the mwpt.r.u,h at a proper loca-

tion is the lug N, against which the thumb of
the hand operating the device may rest.

In the practice of my invention, the device
Just deseribed 1s held by either the right or
the left hand of the 11‘1@1111:)111&1;()1'} the thumb
resting against the lug N and the fore-finger
on the shear-blade arm 1. The device s then
projected to the growime small fruit desired
to be severed and .-lth(}l cd, the nose B
outding the fruit towar vl the cuttmﬂ cdee and
the tines I engaginge the stems of the [ruit,
pressure 18 then exerted by the forefinger on
the shear-blade arm and the stems are 1m-
pinged between the blades, the under-side of
the arm pressing the fruit, the stems are
readily severed. 'The fruit so severed shdes
down the inclined lower surface of the recep-

tacle and mto the body-portion

thereof and

60

6o

70

50

89

90

95

100

106

110



10

15

20

29

o

against the door 1. 'The operation thus de- |

seribed is repeated until the receptacle has
become flled when its contents are easily
discharged.

Tt will be observed that in the use of my
improved device the most delicate of small
fruits, such as cherries, may be severed from

their stems without mutilation, infecting or

the soiling of the fruit in the least, and with-
out the necessity of the hands of the person
gathering the same coming into contact
therewith. Moveover the fruit may be rap-
idly
of the sound and cleanly

condition of the
same, the loss and deterioration of the fruit

incident to the mutilation and soiling of the
same when picked and gathered {i_irectly by
human hands, is prevented.

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

i. In a device of the kind described, the
combination with a box-shaped receptacle

having its one end ensmalled into a nose-
shaped closure and having an aperture thereat
in one side of the receptacle of a straight-
edge blade secured adjacent the said aper-

ture, and a shear—blade yleldingly disposed |

severed and gathered, and by reason |

871,849

apart from the said stmwht edge blade and
the said aperture, normally sustained out of

engagement, and a spring-latched door hing-

edly secured to and adapted to close the op-
posite end of the receptacle, substantially as
set forth. |

2. A device of the kind described, com-
prising a receptacle substantially square in
cross-section and having a grip-lug thereon
the forward end of the receptacle being en-
smalled into a nose-shaped closure and hav-

ing an aperture thereat and its rear end
belnﬂ of enlarged dimension, there being a

StI‘ELlC’ht edge blade with tines at each end
thereof secured at the said nose-shaped clo-

sure and a spring-sustained shear blade to si1-

multaneously engage the straight edge blade
and close sald aperture, and a sprmg—-latched
door hingedly secured to the rear end of said
receptacle, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own 1 aflix my signature in the presence
of two witnesses, this 2d aay of July, 1906.
J_AMES WEST

Witnesses:
J. P. Bovp,
BeENJ. JOHNSON.
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