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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Jomanxes KroxE, a
subject of the Emperor of Germany, and a
resident of KEssen-on-the-Ruhr, Germany,
nave invented certain new and useful Im-
provements 1 Disappearing Gun-Carriages,
of which the following is a specification.

The present invention relates to disappear-
Ing gun-carriages and in particular to that
type having its platform provided with an
armor-deck, the object of the invention be-
Ing to construct the armor-deck in such a
Imanner tnat the gun-barrel which swings

- irom the loading position to the firing posi-
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tion and vice-versa requires a much shorter
aperture than in the armor-decks of known
construction.

The 1nvention is shown in the accompany-
ing drawing by the way of example.

Figure 1 1s a vertical longitudinal section
snowing the carriage in the Joading position,
some parts being shown in elevation and the
firing position of the barrel being shown in
dotted lines. Fig. 21is a section on line 2—2,
Kig: 1, looking from the left; and Fig. 3 is a
plan view with some parts omitted.

he disappearing gun-carriage shown in
the drawings is of the type in which the gun-
barrel A (Ifig. 1) is mounted in a carrier B

which consists of two parallel swings and

whlcn automatically swings upon firing and
1s held in the firing position or returned there-
to after firing, by means of a counter-weight
C. Klevating rods D serve for elevating the
oun-barrel. _ | '
The circular platform E, on which are ar-
ranged the bearing for the barrel-carrier B
and the guides for the counter-weight C ete.,
rests rotatably on a ball-bearing track F.
Arranged below the breech of the cun-barrel,
when the barrel is in the loading position, is
a second plattorm G which 1s connected with
tne platiorm I through the slope K. The
platforms K and G and the slope K carry a
vertical wall extending around the carriage

and upon which rests the armor-deck J! J* J3.

I'he foremost horizontally extending part J°
of the armor-deck is located below the gun-
barrel when the barrel is in the loading posi-
tion, and the also horizontally extending rear
part J° of the deck is located above the gun-

barrel when the barrel is in the loading posi-
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tion. Both of these parts are connected by

means of a central inclined part J*. In the
parts J* and J?* an aperture or loop-hole * is
provided, the position and dimensions of
which are so selected that the gun-barrel,
the barrel-carrier B and the elevating rods I
can just swing through the aperture. That
part of the aperture +* taat is located in the
central part J? of the armor-deck is almost
completely covered by the gun-barrel and
the barrel-carrier B, when the barrel is in the
loading position. In the loading position of
tae barrel, the rear part of the aperture +* is
covered by flaps +° (shown in Figs. 1 and 2,
but omitted in Fig. 3) which by means of a

suttable device (not shown) automatically

open wiaen the gun-barrel swings out and
close when the barrel swings back. '

Having now described the invention what
1$-claimed as new 1s:

1. A disappearing gun carriage having an
armor deck formed to lie below and to lie
above tine gun barrel when the latter is In
loading position, said gun carriage and armor
deck being rotatably mounted.

2. A disappearing gun carriage having an

armor deck formed to lie below and to lie

above the gun barrel when the latter is in
loading position, and with an inclined part

connecting the parts lying above and the

parts lying below; and means for mounting
salid gun carriage and armor deck in such
manner as to adapt them to be rotated about
a COMMOon axis. | |

3. T'he combination with a disappearing
oun barrel and 1ts carriage, of an armor deck
having a horizontal part mounted to lie
above the gun barrel when the latter is In
loading position, a herizontal part mounted
to lie below the gun barrel, when the barrel
1s 10 the same position, and an inclined part
connecting boti horizontal parts; and means
tor mounting said gun carriage in operative
relation with said armor deck in such man-

- ner as to adapt them to be rotated about the

same wvertleal axis. .
The foregoing specification signed at Dus-

‘seldort, Germany, this 2nd day of April, 1907.

. JOHANNES KRONE.
In presence of—
ALFRED POIILMEYER,
M. EnGELs.
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