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- struction represented in Kig. 1.
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- the upper garment.
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~invention shown in Figs. 1, 2 and 3.

‘upper and nether garments.
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showing a modification. Kig. 9 represents a
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To all whom it may concern.:

the county of Essex and State of Massachu-

setts, have invented certain new and usetul

Improvements in Apparel, of which the fol-

lowing is a specification.

This invention has for its object to provide

a simple and eflective means for connecting
anupper garment such as a shirt or shirtwaist
‘with a nether garment such as a dress skirt or

pair of trousers in such manner that the up-
per garment will be prevented from working

+

~upward and the nether garment from work-
ing downward, the said result being effected

without change in the form or construction

~of the upper garment.

‘The invention consists in 1mprovements

“which we will now proceed to describe and

claim. - _
~ Of the accompanying drawings forming a
part of this specification—Iigure 1 repre-

sents a perspective view of a portion of a

dress skirt embodying the invention. Ifig. 2

represents a rear elevation showing the con-

Ifig. 3 rep-
resents a view similar to Fig. 2, showing the
retaining belt which forms a part of my in-
vention. FKig. 4 represents a vertical section
through the waist-band and belt and illus-
trating the operation of applying the belt to
the waist-band and to the lower portion ot
Fig. 5 represents a view
similar to Fig. 4 showing the belt drawn to
place to secure the meeting portions of the
' | IF1g. 6 repre-
sents an elevation of the outer side of a por-
tion of the belt showing the outer portion ol

“the belt constructed to expand and contract.

Fig. 7 represents a section on line 7—7 of kg.
Fig. 8 represents a view similar to Fig. 7

section on line 9—9 of ¥ig. 6.  Ifig. 10 repre-
sents a perspective view showing a portion ot
the belt employed in the embodiment of our
| Fig. 11
represents a transverse section of the belt
shown in Fig. 10.

The same letters of reference indicate the

carment which is here shown as a dress skirt,

'__--:"al.thoug'h it may be considered, so far as the

Fig. 12 represents an en-
Jarged section on line 12—12 of If1g. 3.
ol
same parts in all of the drawings.
~ In the drawings—15 represents a nether

Alfrr—

16l 1 ! purposes of our Invention are concerned, as a
- Be it known that we, Rancurorp B. ME- |
LANsoN and GeEorgE R. Pearg, of Liynn, in

pair of trousers. The said garment has a
waist-band comprising an inner portion and
an outer portion, the two being connected and
relatively arranged to form the sides ot a con-
tinuous pocket which opens downwardly or
at the lower edge of the waist-band.

In the construction shown in Iigs. 1, 2
and 3, the waist-band comprises an mner
portion composed of two adjustably con-
nected sections 16—16, one having a series
of studs 17 and the other a series of sockets
18 adapted to engage said studs, and an
outer portion 19 attached at one end to one
of the sections 16—16, its other end being
adapted to be detachably connected with the
inner section 16 by suitable means such as a
socket 20 formed to engage one of the studs
17. When the sections 16 of the waist-band
are connected and the outer portion 19 1s
secured by the cngagement of its socket 20
with one of its studs 17, a pocket 1s formed,
the inner side of which is composed of the
sections 16—16, while the outer side 1s comn-
posed of the strip 19, said pocket being open
at the lower edge of the waist-band, so that
it is adapted to receive upwardly projecting
retainers on the belt hereinafter described.
The pocket formed by the strip 19 and sec-
tions 16—16 is incidentally open at the up-

er edge of the waist-band as well as at the
ower edge, the upper opening having no
function. We prefer, however, to make the
walst-band with a pocket which 1s open only
at the lower edge of the waist-band, as 1s
best shown in Ifig. 4, in which 22 represents
the inner portion of the waist-band and 23
the outer.portion. Said portions are united,
as shown at 24, at the upper edge of the
wailst-band and therefore form apocketwhich
1s closed at the upper and open at the lower
edge of the walst-band.

In connection with the pocketed waist-

band we employ a belt adapted to encircle

and cover the waist-band and provided with
retalning means projecting upwardly Irom
the lower edege portion of the belt and adapt-
ed to enter the pocket in the waist-band to
support the latter and prevent 1t from work-
ing downwardly. In Iigs. 10 and 12 we
show said belt in its simplest form and as
adapted for use in connection with the waist-
band construction shown in Ifigs. 1 and 2.
The belt 1s composed of a body portion 25
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its lower edge.

which may be of leather or any other suitable
material, and a series of ears or retainers 26
located at the inner side of the body portion
of the belt and projecting upwardly from
Sald retamners should be of

such construction that they will form hooks

upon which the pocketed waist-band will
hang and be firmly supported without lia-

bility of slipping downward. They may be

composed of metal, leather or any other

suitable material. We prefer to make said
retamers of loops of wire, the end portions
of which are inserted in pockets formed by
bending upwardly the lower edge of the
belt body, as shown in IFig. 10, the said
bent up edge being stitched or otherwise
secured to the body above the outwardly
turned ends of the pieces of wire which con-
stitute the retaimers 26. The belt is engaged
with the pocketed waist-band by inserting
the retainers 26 in the pocket of the waist-
band or between the waist-band sections 16
and 19, as shown in Fig. 12, the belt being
then secured together at its ends by a buckle
or any other suitable means.

The embodiment of our invention shown
m Kigs. 1, 2, 3, 10 and 11 provides simply
for the support of the nether garment with-
out preventing the upward displacement of
the upper garment. Provision is made,
however, in the construction shown in Figs.
4 and 5 for the engagement of the belt both
with the lower portion of the upper garment
and with the waist-band of the nesther car-
ment. In the last mentioned embodiment
of our invention, the body portion 29 of the
belt 1s increased or doubled in width and
bent or folded along its median line to form
an mmner belt portion 27 connected with the
portion 29, the belt being therefore provided
with a pocket which is open at the lower
edge of the belt and closed at its upper edge.

T'he lower edge of the outer portion 29 is

provided with the retainers 26 adapted to
project upwardly in the pocket of the waist-
band, as shown in Fig. 5. _

30 represents the lower portion of the up-
per garment or shirtwaist. In connecting
the upper and lower garments, the lower
portion of the upper garment 30 1s folded at
31 and again at 32. These folds form a wide
plait which is caused to bestride the waist-

“band of the nether garment and is arranged

so that the inner portion 27 of the belt may
pe 1nserted between the said plait and the

body of the upper garment 30, the belt there-

fore bestriding the piait of the upper gar-
ment and the waist-band of the nether gar-
ment, as shown i Figs. 4 and 5. It will be
seen that when the beit is fastened its retain-

ers 26 engage the pocketed waist-band of the

871,426

nether garment and at the same time the
plait or fold of the upper garment is clamped
firmly by the outer and inner portions of the
belt against the outer and inner portions of
the waist-band, hence the upper garment is
prevented from working upwardly.

65

To enable the outer portion 29 of the .

belt to be conveniently raised, as indicated
by dotted hnes 1n Fig. 4, we prefer to make
the said outer portions of a plurality of sec-
tions 33 of leather or other suitable material,
which are movable independently of each
other to permit the lengthening or shorten-
ing of the portion 29 and are connected at
their meeting ends by sections 34 of rubber or
other suitable material. The meeting ends
ol sections 33 are covered by an overlapping
section 35. _ |

“Referring again to Fig. 1, 36 represents an

elastic strap attached at one end to one of
the waist-band sections 16 and having at its

opposite end a hook or connecting member 37

adapted to engage either of a series of eyes or
connecting members 38 in the opposite waist-
band section 16. The elastic strap 36 is
adapted to bear on an inner garment sur-
rounded by the walst-band.

We claim:

1. In combination, an upper garment hav-
1ing 1ts lower edge folded, a nether garment
provided with a sectional waist-band and
having an elastic.strap connecting its sec-
tions, the said waist-band portion being
adapted to be placed within the folds of the
upper garment, and a belt adapted to retain
the lower edge of the upper garment and the
waistband of the nether garment in position.

2. In combination, an upper garment the
lower edge of which is folded upon itself to
form upwardly opening and downwardly
opening pockets, a nether garment the waist-
band of which 1s provided with a down-
wardly opening pocket, the said waistband
being adapted to be placed within the down-
wardly opening pocket of the upper garment,
and a belt comprising an inner portion and an
outer portion, the inner portion being adapt-
ed to be placed within the upwardly opening
pocket of the upper garment, the outer por-
tion being on the outside of the said pockets,
and being provided with upwardly extend-
ing retainers which engage with the pocket
of the waistband of the nether garment. |

~ In testimony whereof we have aflixed our
signatures, In presence of two witnesses.

RANCHFORD B. MELANSON.
GHORGE R. PEARE.

- Witnesses:
K. BATCHELDER,
ArTHUR H. BROWN.
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