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To all whom it may concern:

"~ Be it known that I, Oscar L. SoLix, a citl-

zen of the United States, residing at Sioux

‘TFalls, in the county of Minnehaha and State
of South Dakota, have invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Filing-Cabinets,

~ of which the following is a specification, ret-
~ erence being had therein to the accompany-

10

My invention relates to improvements in
filing drawers and cabinets used for filing
documents, index cards and the like.

 One object of the invention is to provide a

filing drawer or box with a simple and prac-

‘tical means whereby 1t may )
“unlocked and moved into and out of its cas-

be locked and

- Ing.

“Another -"obje_c't of the invention is to pro-

. vide a filing drawer or box with an operating
) device which will not only serve as a means

- for moving it into and out of its casing anl
- locking and unlocking it, but also control the

follower or adjustable back end of the drawer
“or box so that said end may be simultane-
ously released from the drawer and locked to

the casing or vicé versa.

A still further object of the invention is to

~ provide a filing drawer or box with a follower

~ or adjustable back end which may be locked
to0-or held stationary in the casing in which.
" the drawer or box is movable so that the lat-
 ter may be moved independent of it, while

the former is held stationary to permit the

 contents of the drawer or box to be either

35

40

compressed or releaset. |
-~ With the above and other objects In view,
which will appear as the nature of the inven-
" tion is better understoad, the same consists

in: the novel features of construction, com-

bination and arrangement of parts herein-
 after fully described and claimed and illus-
trated in the accompanymg drawing, mn

Cwhich

-~ TFigure 118 a
5

vertical longitudinal section

L

'throzigh"on_e of the drawers of the filing cabi-

_ net, showing said drawer its closed and
- locked position, and the follower locked in
- gaid drawer; Fig. 2 is a similar view, showing

~ line 3—3 in Fig. 2; Figs. 4 and 5 are vertical

L

" the drawer partially out of the cabinet or
casine and the follower locked to or held sta-
 tionary in the latter; Iig. 3 1s a horizontal

section taken on the plane indicated by the

 transverse sections taken respectively on the

55 planes ) m Fig
~ and 5—5 in Fig. 2; Fig. 6 is a detail section

lanes indicated by the lines 4—4 In Fig. 1

‘drawer. _
is arranged upon each side of the drawer for

!

on the line 6—6 in Fig. 2; Fig. 7 1s a perspec-
tive view of the cam or eccentric handle bar;
Fie. 8 is a perspective view of a portion of the
follower and its lateh or lock; Fig. 9 is a simi-
lar view of the keeper for said lateh; Ifig. 10
is a perspective view of the extensible or
sliding support upon which the drawer rests
and is supported when in its open position;
Fig. 11 is a detail view of the slightly modi-
fiedd form of follower; and Fig. 12 1s a detail
view of the slightly modified form of the cam
or eccentric handle bar. _

The present embodiment of my imvention
is desioned for filing legal folders, bills and
similar papers and documents; and 1t com-
prises a suitable cabinet or casing 1 contam-
ing one or more of my improved filing draw-
ers or boxes such as the one numbered 2.
This casing or frame 1 may be of any suitable

or preferred form and construction. "

The sliding drawer 2 comprises an open or
slotted bottom 3, a stationary front end 4
and a suitable back end or follower 5. “The
preferred manner of constructing the bot-
tom 3 consists in providing two longitudinal
pieces 6 of wood or metal and uniting their
rear ends by a metal cross plate 7 and their
front ends by a similar but larger plate 8 to

which the upright front 4 is secured. The

plate 8 may, however, be omitted, in which
case the front 4 1s connected directly to the
front ends of the strips or pieces 6. Secured
upon the tops of the pieces 6 are metalhc
plates 9 which extend longitudinally and
have their opposing inner edges projecting
inwardly beyond the inner vertical faces of
the pieces 6, which latter are spaced apart,
as seen in Figs. 4 and 5, to form a slot or lon-
oitudinal opening in the bottom 3 of the
A longitudinally extending rod 10

the purpose of bracing the front 4 and also
ouiding the contents of the drawer and hold-
ing the same in an upright position between
the front 4 and the follower 5. Iach of the
rods 10 has its forward end secured to the
front and its rear end curved downwardly
and secured to the bottom 3 adjacent to 1its
rear end. In place of the rods 10, the drawer
may have sides of any other suitable con-
struction. -

- While any suital'le means may be pro-
vided for guiding the drawer 1n 1ts sliding
movement and for supporting 1t when 1n an
open or partially open position, I preferally
provide for this purpose the extensible sup-
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- port 11 shown 1n Fig. 10.

10

16

~stop pin 18 arranged on one of the guide or

20

29

- plishing the same result.
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This support con-
sists of two parallel strips 12 upon which the

‘bottom pieces 6 slide and which in turn slide

upon longitudinally extending guide or
track strips 13 suitably arranged within the
casing. It will be understood that for the

strips 13 may be substituted a1y other suit-
able devices which will guide the extensible
support. The strips 12 are connected to-
gether and spaced apart at their rear ends

by a cross piece 14 and upon their frontends.

are depending stops 15 &da,pted to enter re-
cesses 16 In the front portion or strip 17 of
the casing when sald extensible support is
moved into the casing. The outward move-
ment of said support may be limited by a

track strips 13 1n The path of the cross piece
14, as shown 1n Figs. 2 and 6, or by a stop
device of any other suitable form. To pre-

vent the extensible support from tilting

when drawn out of the casing, I preferably
bevel the opposing inner edges 19 of the

ouide or track strips 13 and hevel i In opposite.

directions the ends of the cross plece 14 for
sliding engagement with the beveled edges

19, as clearly shown 1n Fig. 6, but any other

suitable means may be prowded for accom-
To prevent the
drawer from tilting upon the support when
1t 1s drawn out of the casing, 1 also preferably
bevel the 1nner edges 20 of the stops 12 and
the opposing walls 21 of the longitudinal re-

cesses 1n the bottom pieces 6 in which re-

cesses sald strips 12 slide, as clearly shown 1n

Figs. 4 and 5. ~
The follower 5 may be ol any desired form

' and construction but, as illustrated, it com-

prises a metallic pa,rt 23 having an upright
portion or
wood or other suitable material may be se-
curéd. If desired, however, the uprignt por-
tion 24 may be made larger 1n which case the
wooden part 22 may
The metallic follower 23

preferably

1S

forimed from a single plate of metal and has
at its bottom adjacent to each edge rear-

wardly projecting and horizontally disposed
feet 25 and a forwardly projecting tongue
26 preferably of substantially T-form. The
feet 25 engage and slide upon the upper sur-

faces of the guide plates 9 and the tongue 26

has 1ts longitudinal portion or neck 27 pro-
Jecting tnrough the opening between the
plates 9 and its cross portion 28 shd&bly en-
gaged with the bottom faces of said plates 9.
While both the feet 25 and tongue 26 serve
to maintain the follower in its upright posi-
tion, sald feet 25 may be dispensed with and
the tongue 26 by being made of suitable

Jlength will be sufficient to accomplish this

purpose. The tongue 26 is also adapted to
serve as a locking “member for ho ding the
follower 1n an ad]usted posttion or agamst

lonﬂ'ltudmal movement in the drawer and 1t

plate 24 to which a body 22. of

be dispensed with.

871,372

upwardly against the bottom faces of the
plates 9 by a cam or eccentric device, pres-
ently explained. The tongue 26 serves still

further as a support for a locking device 29
by means of which the follower may be

' accomphshes this purpose by being pressed

70

locked to the casing or cabinet for the pur- N

pose of permitting the front 4 of the drawer
to be moved toward and from the follower to

compress or release the contents of the
If desired, the locking device 29
may be carried by any part of the follower
other than the tongue 26 and while it may be

in the form of a pivoted or swinging catch of
80 .

drawer.

any description, I preferably make it in the
form of a spring or resilient latch adapted to
engage a keeper 30 suitably arranged upon
the front portion 17 of the casing.

of a single piece of resilient metal having one

. of its ends. suttably secured at 31 to the  bot-
tom of the portion 28 of the locking memker

or tongue 26 and its other end provided with
depending flanges 32 so that it is of inverted

U-form. These flanges 32 are provided with
notches 33 for the reception of the keeper 30.
The latter may be of any suitable form and
construction but as illustrated it comprises
a right angular plate, the horizontal portion
of which 1s secured in'the top of part 17 and

The
latciy or c&tcn 29 18 here shown constructed

85

90

98

the vertical portion of which is ad&pted to

enter the notches 33.
While independent means may be pro-

vided for operating the two locking mem-

bers 26, 29, [ preferably provide a cam or ec-

centric device 34 which not only serves to

simultaneously operate said locking mem-

100

bers but alsc as a handle or opemtlng mem—- |

ber tor the drawer i1tself. This device 34 1s
in the form of a bar or rod of circular, oval

or other suitable form in cross sectmn haV- |

ing at its ends pivots or trunnions 35, 36,

106

which are longitudinally alined or concentmc -

with respect to each other, but eccentrically
disposed with respect to. the longituadinal

ax1s of the bar 34. The latter is arranged in

the slot .or opening in the bottom of the
drawer between the end plates 7, 8 and be-
neath the latch 29. The rear plvot 36 1s
mounted in a bearing aperture in the plate 7

and the front pivot 35 1s similarly mounted .
in the plate 8 and the front 4. This pivot 35
carries a
in the form of a semi-circular loop formed by
prolonging and bending said pivot.
mounting of the cam bar 34 permits it to be

This -

110

1156 -

suitable -hand piece 37 here shown

120

rotated, and 1ts size and shape is such that .
when the hand loop 37 is turned upwardly to

a vertical position the thick portion of the
cam bar elevates the latch 29 above the
plane of 1ts keeper 30 and at the same time
presses the locking member or tongue 26 up-
wardly against the plates 9; and when said
hand loo 37 is turned so that it projects
downwardly sald thlck portion of the cam

195

130
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bar wﬂl be turned downwardly to permit the | the contents of the same, the said follower

latch 29 and the locking tongue 26 to move

downwardly. This downward movement of
~the locking tongue releases or unlocks
drawer and the similar movement of

the
the

~ lateh 29 brings the latter into the horizontal

10

15

plane of the keeper 30 so that when the

'.'dra;wer 1s pulled outwardly said latch may
- engage sald keeper.

Hence 1t will be seen
that when the handle is turned upwardly,

the follower will be locked in the drawer and
the latch 29 held in an inoperative position;

and when said handle is swung downwardly
the follower will be released from its locked

position in the drawer and the latch 29 will

be permitted to engage its keeper 30 to lock
or hold the follower stationary in the front of
the casing. 1t will be understood that the

B dlSPOSlthIl of the cam portion of the bar 34

20

and the hand piece 37 with respect to each
other may be such that this locking and un-
locking of said parts may be effected when

~the ba,r 1s turned to describe an arc of any

25

size and when the handle is disposed at any
other position or positions than the ones

~ above mentioned.

30

39

40
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‘To lock the drawer in its closed position in
the casing I may provide any suitable lock-
ing -mechanism but 1 prefer the one illus-
tr&ted which comprises a spring catch 38 of

-__sultable form secured to the back 39 of the
“casing or to any other support within the
{latter and adapted to engage the rear cross

plate 7, as shown 1n Flo' 1. This Spring
catch. has a shoulder 40 to engage the 1nner
or forward face of said plate.7 ‘and an incline

leadmg up to sald shoulder for the purpose

of guiding the catch and swinging i1t down-
wardly so that the shoulder 40 may engage
said plate. This catch 1s adapted to be re-
tracted by the cam portion of the bar 34 and
it is so shaped that when said portion of said
bar is.swung downwardly it will depress the
catch and lower the shoulder 40 out of en-
gagement with the plate 7. Thus 1t will be
seen that the bar or element 34 and its at-

-j _tached handle 37 serves as a means for mov-

ing -the drawer into and out of the casing,

lockmg and unlocking the drawer and simul-

taneously locking the follower to the casing

and lelea,smﬂ* 1t from the drawer or vice

335!

60

versa. .

In Flg 11 of the drawings, 1 have shown
the follower consisting of a base portion 25%
having the tongue 26* and the latch 29* and
also an upmght 242 upon the top of which 1s
pwoted at 22* a follower body 22°. The
latter 1s-adapted to swing forwardly and
rearwardly and its rearward SWINgINg move-
ment 1s limited by a stop 22¢ while its for-

ward ‘movement 1s Iimited by the engage-
‘ment; of its lower end with the uprmhts

the drawer is pulled out this follower 22° will

tilt to its inclined position shown in Fig. 11

a,nd as the drawer is pushed 1n to compress

AS.

22" will be brought to 1ts uprwht position by
the contents of the drawer.

In Ifig.
ment 34 having a longitudinal series of ser-

rations or teeth 44 for the purpose of more
effectively retaining the follower in an ad-
Justed position, as w il be read 1ly understood.

As before stated, the embodiment of the
invention illustrated and described is es-
pecially designed for filing bills and the like,
but 1t will be understood that it may be em-
bodied in a cabinet or filing devicc ol any
description. It will also be understood that
1 do not wish to be limited to the precise
showing herein set forth and that various
chanﬂ'es in the form, proportion, arrange-
ment, and details of construction may be re-
sorted to without: departing {rom the spirit
or sacrificing any of the aﬁvantaﬂ'es of the
invention as defined by the appended claims.

Having thus described my invention what
I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent 1s: *

1. A filing device comprising a frame or
casing, & drawel a follower 1n the latter, and
means for 10(,1{1110 sald Tollower to the casing.

2. A hiling device comprising & frame or
casing, a drawer, a follower in the latter,
means for locking the follower to said dmwer
means tor locking the follower to said casing,
and means for actuatmn both of said ]ochp‘
means. - :

3. A filing device comprising a frame or
casing, a drawer a follower 1n the latter,
means for locking the follower to said draw er,
means for locl\mn the follower to said casing
and means for Sll’nult‘ln(}OUS]V throwing one
of said locking means mto operation and the
other out of operation.

4. A filng device comprising a frame or
casing, a (lmwel, a follower in the latter,
means for locking the follower to said drawer,
means for loclamg the follower to said casing
and a cam or eccentric device for actuating
both of said locking means.

5. A filing device comprising a frame or
casing, a dra awer, a follower in the latter, a
locking member for Irictionally clamping tht,
follower to the drawer, a swinging locking
member carried 1W the follow er for engage-
ment with said casing and a cam or eccentric
device for simultaneously operating said
locking members.

6. A filing device comprising a frame or
casing, a draw er, a follower in the latter, a
loelunu member for frictionally clamping the
follower to the drawer, a swinging locking
member carried by the follower for engage-
ment with said casing, a bar mounted for To-
tary movement in sald drawer,
said bar for operating said lochuw members
and a hand piece carried by said bar.

7. A filing device comprising a frame or
casing, a drawer, a follower in the latter, a

d Calnl upon

a

12 1s shown a locking bar or ele-
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locking tongue carried by said follower and
adapted to frictionally engage said drawer, a
latch carried by said follower, a keeper for
said lateh mounted upon sald casing, a cam
bar for actuating said latch and said tongue
and a handle upon said bar for actuating 1t

and for moving the drawer into and out of

the casing.

8. A filing device comprising a irame or
casing, a drawer, a follower 1n the latter, a
locking tongue carried by said follower and
adapted to frictionally engage said drawer, a
lateh carried by sald follower, a keeper for
said latch mounted upon said-casing, a lock-

ing member carried by the casing for engage-
ment with said drawer, and means for si-

multaneously operating said locking mem-
ber, said latch and said tongue.
- 9. A filing device comprisl
casing, a drawer, a follower in the latter, a
locking tongue carried by said follower and
adapted to frictionally engage said drawer, a
latch carried by said follower, a keeper tor
said latch mounted upon said casing, a lock-
ing member carried by the casing for engage-
ment with said drawer, and a cam or eccen-
tric device for simultaneously operating said
Jocking member, said latch and said tongue.
~10. A filing device comprising a frame or
casing, a drawer, a follower in the latter,
means for locking the follower to the drawer,

‘means for locking the follower to the casing,

means for locking the drawer in the casing,

and means for simultaneously operating the

said locking means. +

11. A filing device comprising a irame or
casing, a drawer, a follower mn the latter,
means for locking the follower to the drawer,
means for locking the follower to the casing,
means for locking the drawer in the casing,

“and a cam or eccentric device for simuilta-
‘neously operating the said locking means.

12. A filing device comprising a irame or
casing, a drawer, a follower in the latter,

means for locking the follower to the drawer,

means for locking the follower to the casing,
a locking member carried by the casing for en-
gagement with the drawer and an operating
member for simultaneously releasing said
Jocking member and operating said locking
means.

13. A filing device comprising a frame or

casing, a drawer. a follower in the latter,

means for locking the follower to the drawer,

means for locking the drawer in the casing
and means for simultaneously operating said
Jocking means for the drawer and the fol-

- lower. -

60

14. A filing device comprising a frame or
casing, a drawer, a follower in the latter,
means for locking the follower to the casing,
means for locking the drawer in the casing
and means for simultaneously operating said
locking means. - '

ng a frame or.
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15. A filing device comprising a irame or
casing, a drawer, a follower in the latter,
means for supporting the drawer in its open
position, a keeper carried by the casing, a
latch carried by the follower for engagement
with said keeper, -a handle rod or bar rota-
table in the drawer and a cam upon said rod
for operating said latch. B

16. A filing device comprising @ frame or

casing, a drawer, a follower 1n the latter, a

locking member carried by the follower for
frictional engagement with the drawer, a

' cam or eccentric for actuating said locking

member and means exterior to the casing and
drawer for actuating said cam or eccentric,
substantially as described. | '

17. A filing device comprising a frame or
casing, a drawer, a follower 1mn the latter, a
locking tongue carried by the follower for

frictional engagement with the drawer, a

handle rod mounted for rotation m the drawer
and a cam upon said rod for actuating said
tongue. o '

18. A filing device comprising a frame or
casing, a drawer, a follower n the latter, a
swinging latch carried by the follower, a
keeper carried by the casing for engagement

- by said latch and a cam or eccentric device

for actuating said latch. -

19. A filing device comprising a frame or
casing, a drawer having a slotted bottom, a
follower in the drawer, a tongue carried by
the follower to project into the slotted bot-
tom and frictionally engage the same, a

spring latch carried by said tongue, a keeper
carried by the casing for engagement by said

latch, a handle rod rotatable in the drawer
and a cam upon sald rod:for actuating said
latch and said tengue.

20. A filing device comprising a frame or
casing, a drawer having a slotted bottom, &
follower 1n the drawer, a tongue carried by
the follower to project into the slotted bot-
tom and frictionally engage the same, a
spring latch carried by said tongue, a keeper
carried by the casing for engagement by said
lateh, a spring catch carried by the casing for
engagement with said drawer and a cam or
eccentric rod rotatable in the drawer and
adapted to ‘simultaneously operate said
catch, said latch and said tongae.

21. A device of the character described

| comprising a frame or casing, a drawer there-

in, & movable locking member carried by the
casing for engagement with said drawer a

handle for said drawer and means actuated

by said handle for actuating said locking
member. | | |
29 A device of the character described

in, a spring catch having a shoulder to en-

comprising a frame or casing, a drawer there-

cage said drawer and lock it in said casing, a

handle rod rotatable in said drawer and a cam

6o
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28 A ﬁlmg device comprising a frame or !

~ casing having the guides 13, the sliding sup-

. port, 11 engaged with said D'mdes means for

limiting the outward movement of said SuUp-
port the sliding drawer mounted upon said

support and having a slotted bottom, the fol- |

- lowers. 1da,blv errenﬂ'ed in sald drewer mMeans

~for locking said fo]lower in the 1etter and

“means for lockmﬂ' the follower to the casing,

10

" slotted or recessed bottom and the follower 5 |

substantially as described.
24. In a filing device, a drawer having a

- having the upright portion 24, the forwardly
 projecting tongue 26 and the supportmo' feet
15 25 the lookmcr member 29 and means for ac-

1ng
Tn testlmony whereof I hereunto affix my 25

S

" tuating said lookmcr member and the tongue
26, eubstentlaﬂy as described.

25. In a filing device, a drawer, a follower
in the latter, the tonﬂue 29 carried by said
follower and hewnﬂ' depending {flanges
formed with notches the angular Leeper

plate 30, and a cam or eccentric rod arranged
111 the drawer and extending through the lock-
tongue, substantially as desorlbed

signature in presence of two witnesses.
_ ~ OSCAR I1.. SOLIE.
Witnesses:

JAY A. Hanp,
M. BREINZER.
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