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To all whom 1t may concern.

Be it known that I, ErRNEST EARLE MoR-
LAN, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Garden City, in the county of Cass and
State of Missourl, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Rifle-Loaders,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to a loader for rfles;
and my object is to provide a simple device
of this character which will enable a sports-
man to quickly load a single shot rifle.

The essential features of the invention con- |

s'st of a magazine for carrying a supply ot
cartridges, a detent at thé forward portion of
the magazine for preventing the cartridges
irom accidentally falling therefrom, and a
piunger for forcing the foremost cartridge
into the cartridge-chamber of the rifle.

The advantages derived from the use of
my device are, first, that 1t affords a more
convenient means of carrying the cartridges
than a box or pocket; second, it prevents the
lubricant from being rubbed ofl the buliets;
third, it will hold a supply of cartridges sutli-
cient to last through an ordinary day’s shoot-
ing, and fourth, the rifle may be quickly
loaded in the coldest weather, without re-
moving the gloves from the hands.

Referring now to the accompanying draw-
ing which illustrates the invention:—Iigure
1. vepresents a broken side elevation of my
device in position for loading a rifle. I1g. 2
is a central longitudinal section of the same.
Hig. 4 1s
a cross section taken on line IV 1V of Iig. 3.
Fig. 5 is a longitudinal section of a modified
form of loader, showing the same provided
with aievolving magazine. FKig. 6 1s a plan

view of the same. Fig. 7 1s a cross section
taken on line VII V1I of Iig. 5.

rifle.

2. designates my loader.

3. designates the magazine oi the loader,
adapted to receive a supply o cartridges
which are inseried through the rear end
thereof.
rear end. |

5. designates the forward end ot the maga-
zine which 1: curved and terminates 1n a bev-
eled end 6, adapted to engage the rear end ot

le, and thus
assist in supporting and steadying the loader

‘while the foremost cartridge 1s being forced

into the cartridge-chamber.

In said drawing, 1. designates a single shot

4. designates a cap for closing said ;

f

7 designates a detent secured to the for-

ward portion of the magazine and provided
with a hooked-end 8, which extends through

an opening in the magazine and engages the
rim of the foremost cartridge to retain the
same 1n magazine.
hook-end 8, 1s curved to snugly fit the body
of the cartridge-shell and thus obtain a re-
liable grip thereon. -

9 designates a hollow shaft secured to the
magazine and provided with a plunger 10.,
extending therethrough. _ -

11. designates a transverse pin, extending
through the plunger and shaft 9, for the pur-
pose of holding the former in the latter, said
pin being slidably arranged in slots 12, 1n the
opposite sides of the shatt. Forward end 13,

of plunger 10, is.curved downwardly and op-

erates in a slot 14., in the curved portion ot
the magazine said plunger being down-
wardly bent, in order to engage the rear end
of the cartridge, so that it may force the
same into the cartridge chamber. The rear
end of the plunger is provided with a thumb
piece 15., which affords a convenient abut-

ment for the thumb when forcing the plun-

oer forward.

16 designates an expansion Spring, em-
bracing the plunger and bearing at 1ts op-
posite ends against pin 11. and the forward
end of shaft 9, for the purpose of normally
holding said plunger in 1ts rearmost posi-
tion, as shown in Kig. 2.

- Referring now to the modified form shown
in Kigs. 5. to 7. inclusive, the magazine con-
sists of a plurality of tubes 32 and 1s rotata-
bly mounted upon the centrally-disposed
shaft 9*, so that each of the cartridge-con-
taining tubes may be successively brought
into co-incidence with the discharge tube 5°.
Tube 5* 1s fixed to a circular head 17.,
which closes the forward ends of all the
tubes 3% except that one registering with
tube 52, the head having an opening 18.,
through which communication 1s established
with tube 52. The cartridges are inserted
through the rear terminal of tubes 32, which
are then closed by a cap-nut 19., engaging
the rear threaded end of shaft 92, B

10 designates a plunger extending through
shaft 9* and having a downwardly curved

forward end 132 arranged to operate in slot

142 for the purpose of engaging and foreing
the foremost cartridge mto the cartridge-

| chamber.

The inner edge of the
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7% designates a detent arranged to engage
the rim of the foremost cartridge to prevent
the same from falling from tube 52.

112 designates a pin extending trans-

versely through plunger 10* and shaft 92,
which latter 1s provided with slots 122 to
permit the pin to move forwardly with the
plunger. '

16* designates an expansion spring, em-
bracing the plunger, and bearing at its ends
against head 17 and pin 112. Head 17 1is
provided with a marginal flange 20., over-
forward ends of tubes 32 and
having a notch 21, registering with the rear
terminal of tube 5%, which acts as an indi-

cator 1n determining how far the magazine

should be turned. Ior instance, after one
of the tubes 3* has been emptied of its sup-
ply of cartridges, the magazine is revolved
until the following tube registers with the
notch, when, of course, 1t will be 1n aline-
ment with tube 5* and opening 18.
- By curving the discharge end of the maga-
zine 1t may be readily inserted in that style
of rifle which does not break at the breech,
and by locating the detent sufficiently for-
ward to let the bullet of the foremost car-
tridge protrude, said bullet may be readily
inserted in the cartridge-chamber and thus
cguide the cartridge into said chamber.
Having thus described the invention, what

I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18— |

1. A device of the character described,
consisting of a magazine for holding a sup-

ply of cartridges, having a curved and slotted
discharge end, means near said discharge end
for preventing the cartridges from acei-
dentally falling therethrough, and means for
forcing the foremost cartridge into the car-
tridge-chamber of a rifle said means having
a curved forward end arranged in the slotted
discharge end, for the purpose described.

2. A device of the character described con-
sisting of a magazine for holding a supply
ot cartridges and having a slotted discharge
end, means near said discharge end for pre-
venting the cartridges from accidentally
falling therethrough, a plunger having -a
curved forward end in the slotted discharge
end for forcing the foremost cartridge into
the cartridge-chamber of a rifle, and resilient
means for retracting said plunger.

3. A device of the character described,
consisting of a hollow shaft, a magazine con-
sisting of a plurality of tubes rotatably
mounted upon sald shaft, a discharge tube
with which the magazine tubes are adapted
to successively register, means for holding

the foremost cartridge in the discharge tube,
a plunger extending through the hollow shaft

and adapted toengage theforemost cartridge,
and a spring for retracting said plunger.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature,
in the presence of two witnesses.

ERNEST EARLE MORLAN.

Witnesses:
J. P. Bisuopr,

- R. D. Ramey.
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