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" To all w'hom' it may concern:

‘Beit known that I, James H. Apams, a citizen of the
Umted States, res1d1nn* at Kensington, in the county of
Montgomery and State of Maryland, have invented cor-

tain newand useful Improvements in Game Apparatus,
- of which. the following is a specification.

My invention relates to games and 1t consists of a
board h&wnﬂ' pockets or tr aps over which a ball is adapt-
ed to be driven by a mallet or cue and adapted to be

'pla,yed in a manner somewhat similar to the game of
_croquet |

To th_es.e ends my invention is embodied in prefer-

‘able form in the device hereinafter described and illus-
trated 1n the accompanying drawings.

In these drawings, Figure 1is a plan view of the game
.2, an edge view; I'ig. 3, a detall of modified
form of barrier and IFig. 4, a detail of a block designed to

- close ‘one-half of the pocket.

Referring to the drawings, 1 is a flat board preferably
mounted on legs 2 so as toraise the board above the table
This board 1s

Cat Wthh the ball 5 is placed in starting to play the
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game. One or more traps or pockets 6 are situated at
each of the two opposite end corners of the board. I
the center is a pocket 7 and at each side thereof, pockets

- 8.~ Each trap or pocket is provided with a fixed bridec
-9 extendlnﬂ' centmlly through the pocket in the divec-
“tion in which the ball is adapted to be driven.
30
- having a flat surface 11 at right angles to the enc
~bridge of said pocket and placed at such an angl
‘be adapted to return the ball when the same stri’

Behind
each of the side pockets 8 is mounted a rubber buffer 10
of the
¢ as to
<es the
buffer to a posﬂ;wn substantially in front of the central
pocket so as to enable the player by properly. striking

- the buffer to obtain position for his next shot across the
- central pocket.

Extending along each side of the board and a short

distance from the outer edge thereof is a barrier 11
~which stops short of a line parallel with the adjacent

~barrier leaving open spaces at each of the four corners
 formed by the barriers.

The two opposite end corners
are closed by tr iangular rubber buffers 12 having oppos-

~ing flat faces facing the inner porfion of the board and
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which buffers constitute the goal posts for the game.
The b&luels 11 and an outer wall 13 of the frame form

_- between_them_&. runway 14 to which the ball may be
~driven through either of the open corners 15.

The barriers 11 may consist cither of the wire 16 as
shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings or it may consist of the

‘rubber cushion 17 as shown in Fig. 3.

The pockets or traps may be made of any desired

' shape but it is necessary that each half of the same be

of sufficient size to permit a ball to drop into the pocket.
Each pocket 18 pmwded with a bag or retaining dewce
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Each player may be provided with a ball.

ings, substantinlly

18 which may be of any desired construction and which
1s designed to catch the ball when it drops through the
opening in the pocket.

In order to vary the game and to permit one or more
of thie pockets to be closed up blocks 19 are provided
cach fitting onc-half of the openings in the pockets so
that they may be placed in said openings and thus close
the pockets. The game may b{., played either with a
mallet 20 or a small cue 21.

The object of the game is to start at the point 3'and to
drive the ball across the bridges 9 of the pockets.  After
the first two pockets have been passed the ball is then
driven to the side pocket and if it strikes the buffer 10
properly it will be returned in front of the central pocket
across which it 1s then adapted to be driven and then
across the opposite end pockets.  Should the ball fall
into one of the pockets the player must either try again
fov the pocket he has missed or start over again as the
rules may provide.  After reaching the goal post at the
opposite end from which the ball was started the ball
must then be returned 1n o manner similar to the game
of croquet to the main goal and the player who success-
fully passes the pockets first is the winner of the game.
An oppo-
nent’s ball may be driven out of bounds through the
open corners 15 into the runway 14,

It 1s elear that various changes in the details of the de-

vice may be made without departing from the princi-

ples of my invention,

ITaving thus deseribed my invention, what 1 elaim is:

1. A game apparatus having a flat board, a ball, a se-
rtes  of pockets in osaid board and a bridge extending
across each of said pocekets over which the ball is adapted
to be driven, substantially as described.

2000 game apparatus having a board, pockets over
wlhich o bhall is adapted to be driven and resilient opposite
soal posts, substantinlly as described.

3.0 game apparatus having a board, a series of pockets
ovel which a ball is adapted fo be driven and having open-
ings of suflicient size to permit the ball to drop into the
pockets, each pocket having a bridge extending aceross the
same, resilient goal posts and barriers having corner open-
as deseribed. |

oA game apparatus having a board, a ball, a series of
peckets, each pocket having openings of sufficient size to
permit the ball to drop into the pocket and retaining
means at the bottom of the pocket and a fixed bridge eox-
tending across the poceket over which the ball is adapted
to be driven, substantially as described.

o, 2 game apparatus having a board, said board having
yockets arranged at opposite end corners of the bhoard, side
hockets and a central pocket, a bridge across each of said
pockets, and a resilient buffer near one of said pockets at
the end of said bridee, substantially as described,

In testimony whetreot [ have signed my name to this

specification in the presence of {wo subsceribing witnesses,
ADANMS,

JAMIZS 1T.
Witnesses ;
AL IKazonry JoNgs, Jr.,
Jos. II. BLnACKwoOob,
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