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To all whom 1t muy concern: %
Be it known that I, Janmes C. DawsoN, a citizen of
the United States, and resident of the city of St. Lows,
State of Missouri, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Files, of which the following 1s a
specification, and which are illustrated 1n the accom-
panyving drawings, forming a part thereof.
- The invention relates to files for loose sheets, and
particularly to those in which there is provided a pair
of rigidly mounted sheet-receiving posts having their
free ends connected by an openable transter member.
The object of the invention 1s to improve and sun-
plify the construction of devices of this kind; and the
invention contemplates a transfer member for filing
posts which may be bodily removed from both of the
posts which it connects, 1n order that sheets may be

nserted upon or removed from either of those posts

without threading them over the transicr member.

A detail of the invention provides a lock for sccuring
the transfer member in the closed position.

In the accompanying drawings—Tigure 11s a perspec-
tive view of a sheet-holding file constructed according
to the invention; Fig. 2 is a vertical section taken on
the line 2—2 of Fig. 1; Fig. 3 1s a detail longitudinal
section of the file as viewed from the line 3-—3 of Iig. 2;
and Fig. 4 illustrates in plan a locking bolt employed
in the device.

A base 10, preferably slightly greater in length and
breadth than the corresponding dimensions of the
sheets X to be held, is preferably provided for the file.
A support 11 for filing posts 13, 14, two pairs of which
are shown, is mounted upon the base 10 adjacent one
of its ends, and this support preferably takes the form
of a plate secured to the base by means of rivets 12 and
folded upon itself to provide a tubular housing 15 and a
table 16 extending forwardly therefrom.

One of the filing posts, as 13 of each pair, 1s r1gidly

mounted upon the table portion 16 of the support 11,

and is provided at its top with a socket 17 Tor receiving
one leg of an arch 18 connecting the posts. The posts
14 of each pair are tubular in form and rise from the wall
of the housing 15, each of such posts being provided
with an annular shoulder 19 adjacent its base, which
is seated upon the wall of the housing 15, the foot of
the post extending into the chamber of the housing
and through an aperture into the floor, where it is
flanged over, as indicated at 20, to secure the post 1n
position.

The rear leg 21 of each of the arches 18 enters one of
the tubular posts 14 from its top and extends to 1its
base. It is there provided with a notch 22 and 1s
adapted to be secured in position by means of a lock-
ing bolt 23, slidably mounted within the housing 15
and entering the notch 22 through an opening 24 1n

the wall of the post. The bolt 23 moves between |

1

culdes 25, 26, and is slotted, as indicated at 27, to
traddle one of the posts 14, the end wall 28 of the slot
7 serving to engage the notch 22 within one of the
posts, while the end of the-bolt extends to the other
post tor engaging the notch 22 of the leg of the arch 18
mounted therein.

Ifor shifting the bolt there i1s provided a screw 32,
having a threaded engagement with a nut 33, fixed 1n
position within the housing 15, one end of this screw
being fitted 1nto a T=slot 30 formed at the inner end of
the bolt. The outer end 34 of the screw is squared to
receive a key 35 which may enter through the end of
the housing 156. Preferably the filing posts 13 are tu-
bular, and eachli has an annular shoulder 36 adjacent 1ts
base, which 1s formmed upon the wall of the tube by
longitudinally compressing the post in a die, and 1s
seated upon the table 16, the foot of the tube being ex-
tended through an aperture in the table and being
flanged over to secure the post in position. The shoul-
ders 19 of the posts are of the same form as the shoul-
ders 36 just described, being produced in the tubular
walls of the post by longitudinally -compressing them
n a die. .

Preferably each end of the housing 15 is provided
with a cushioning cap 38 to prevent the device, when
turned on its side, from marring the desk or table of
the user. One of the caps 38 is provided with a cen-
tral aperture 39 (o permit the insertion of the key 35.

In use the leaves X secured in the file may be moved
[or inspection from the posts 13 of each pair to the posts
14, and they ave guided, when turned from one posi-
tion to the other, by the transfer arches 18, Whenever
it is desired to remove any of the sheets from the fle
or to insert new ones, the transfer arches 18 may be re-
leased by applying the key 35 to the end of the screw

-

F 8|

Lo

32 and rotating this screw to withdraw the locking bolt

23. TIf desired the arches 18 may then be merely raised
to disenegage their forward ends from the sockets 17 at
the top of the posts 13, when they may be turned to
one side to uncover the tops of these posts, or they
may be entirely withdrawn to uncover the tops of both
of the filing posts of cach pair. As shown, the notches
22 at the base ol the longer leg of each of the arches 18
are in the form of a channel extending entirely around
the rod from which the arch is formed, thus permitiing
the arches to be engaged hyy the locking bolt 23 to pre-
vent their withdrawal when they have been turned to
one side to uncover the topsol the forward {iling posts 13,

I claim as my Invention—

1. In a file, in combination, an arch comprising a pair
of upricht filing posts, one thereot being tubular, and a
movable transfer member forming the erown of the areh,
one gide of the transter member entering the tubular post

and being extended to its base, and a lock engaging the
transfer member adjacent the base of the post.

2. In g dite, in combination, an arch comprising a pair
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ot upright filing posts, one thercof bheing tubular and hav-

ing an opening in its wall adjacent its base, and a movable
transfer memlber forming the crown of the arch, one side
of the transfer member entering the tubular post and being
extended to its hase, of a locking holt entering the tubular
post through the aperture in its wall and engaging the
foot of the ftransfer member. ]

3. In a file, in combination, a hase having a chamber, an
arch mountfed thereon comprising a pair of upright post

10 members, one thereof being tubular and communicating
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with the chamber of the Dhase, and a movable transfer
member forming the crown of the arch, one side ot the
transfer member being-extended through the tubular post
and cntering the chamber of the base, and a shiftable

Tocking member mounted within the chamber of the Dasco

for engaging the foot of the transfer member.

| JAMIES C. DAWSON.

VWitnesses : |
IEDWIN W. MILLS,
W. 8. OLIVEXL.
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