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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Winniaym F. NEwToN, a citizen of
the United States, residing at Spokane, in the county
of Spokane and State of Washington, have invented a
new and useful Lineman’s Safety Device, of which the
following is a specification.

This Invention relates to a safety device for use

particularly by telegraph linemen but it is equally

applicable to all persons who are compelled to climb
poles, flag staffs and similar structures; the object
being to provide a simple, and convenient device com-
prising a curved plate having two downwardly pro-
jecting spurs on its concaved side and a hand grip at
each end. Suitable connecting straps are attached to
each end of the device and pass from thence to a
belt fastened around the waist of any person who is
about to climb a pole. In connection with the afore-
sald plate 1s a pivoted arm on the outside thereof car-
rying a roller which is adapted to pass through an
opening In sald plate and extend beyond the spurs
previously mentioned to keep said spurs when so de-
sired from engaging with the pole.

In the accompanying drawing: Figure 1 is a per-
spective view of the safety device attached to a man
1n the act of climbing a pole. Tig. 2 is a top plan
view of the safety device with a portion of the con-
necting straps attached thereto, the device for disen-
gaging the spurs being in operative position. Fig. 3
is a view of the safety device similar to Fig. 2, but
with a portion broken away and the disengaging de-
vice swung aside. Fig. 4 is an inside view of the
plate showing the spurs attached.

Similar numerals of reference indicate correspond-
ing parts throughout the several figures of the drawings.

The body of the device is formed of a plate 1 made
preferably of thin steel with its greatest dimension in
a horizontal direction, and having vertical slots 2
near Its ends in which are secured straps or other
flexible connections 3 provided at their free ends with
metal rings4. In the center of the plate 2 is an opening
5, while projecting inwardly and downwardly on cach
side of sald opening is a spur 6 extending a short dis-
tance from the concave face of said plate. Secured to
the plate 1 on its outer side and at its top and bottom
edge by means of rivets or other secure fastening de-

vices 18 a strengthening rib 7, made in this instance of

round bar metal which ribs project beyond the ends
of the plate and are formed into handles or grips 8
which when in use are grasped by the hands as clearly
represented in Fig. 1. |
Pivoted on the outside of the plate 1 to a vertical
bar 9 which serves as a journal, is a hand lever 10
broad at its pivotal end hut gradually reducing in

¥

dle for manipulating the lever. Projecting inwardly
irom the lever 10 are two lugs 12 parallel to each other
and suitably spaced, between which is placed a roller
13 journaled in said lugs. The position of the lugs
and roller on the handle is such that when moved to
the posttion indicated in Fig. 2 said roller and lugs
will pass through the opening 5 in the plate 1 and ex-
tend mwardly beyond the plane of the spurs 6.

To use the device a belt 14 is strapped around o
man’s waist, on each side of which is gecurely fas-
tened a strap 15, the free end of which is divided lon-
eitudinally to form two straps 16 on the ends of which
are pivotally attached snap hooks 17. In applying
the device, the belt having been strapped around the
waist ol the person about to climb a pole, the snap
hooks 17 at the end of one of the straps 15 are con-
nected to one of the rings 4 on the device which Iatter
18 passed around the pole to be climbed and the snap
hooks on the strap 16 on the opposite side of the belt
connected to the other ring 4. The person now pro-
ceeds to climb tlie pole, using for the purpose in the
instance shown 1n the drawings, the ordinary climbers
attached to the legs, grasping firmly in his hands the
grips § and raising Intermittently the safety device.
By leaming backwardly every time the device 1s
raiscd the spurs 6 sink into the wood and prevent the
climber falling should his fcet give away. It will
thus be seen that a pole of any height may be ascended
or descended with perfect safety as any downward
pressure on the device will cause the spurs to enter
the pole.

It 1s sometimes desirable to use the device without
the spurs engaging the pole, and it 1s for this purpose
that the disengaging device 10 13 employed. By
swinging it around to the position indicated in Ifig. 2
and grasping it in the fingers so that the roller 13 will
project beyond the spurs 6, the safety device will
readily travel up and down the pole without danger
of the spurs engaging therewith.

Having thus described the invention what is claimed
18—

1. In a device of the class described, a body plate hav-
mg downwardly projecting spurs on its inner side, a hand
erip at cither end and means for attaching said plate to
the belf of a climber.

2. In a device of the class desceribed, a curved Dody plate
having a plurality of downwardly projecting spurs on the
inner side of said curved plate, an opening being formed in
the end of said plate for the attachment of flexible connec-
tions to the body of a elimber, a strengthening rib on the
top and bottom edges of said plate, and 2 hand grip at
cach end of said plate.

3. In a device of the class deseribed, a curved body plate
having a plarality of downwardly projecting spurs, an
opening at each end of said plate, and a strengthening rib
attached to the top and bottom of said plate and extended

size towards its free end 11 to form a convenient han- | at the ends of said plate to form hand grips.
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4, In a device of the class described, a body plate having | plate beyond the points of the spurs, and an operating

a2 hand grip at each end, spurs on the inner side of said | handle.
plate projecting downwarvdly, and a disengaging device In testimony that I claim the foregoing as my own, 1
pivoted to said body plate and adapted to pass through an | have hereto aflixed my signature in the presence of two
5 opening therein beyond the points of said spur. witnesses, |
. In a device of the class described, a body plate having | .
a hand grip at each end, downwarﬂly projecting spurs on WILLIAM F. NEWTON.
the inner side of said plate and a disengaging device piv- Witnesses :
. oted to said plate comprising a pivoted roller attached DaviD HCRMAN,
10 thereto and adapted to extend through an opening in said S. S. BASSETT.



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

