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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FLorian J. MARTIN, & citizen of

the United States, residing at Milwaukee, in the county
of Milwaukee and State of Wisconsin, have invented 2
new and useful Back-Scratcher, of which the following

- i8 a specification.
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The invention relates to a back scratcher.-

The object of the present invention 1is to provide a
simple, inexpensive and efficient device, designed for
scratching the back, and adavpted to readily find 1ts
way down the spine of 2 person without di jeulty,

even when the clothing and collar are comparatively
tight, and capable of enabling the back to be thoroughly

scratched in a cleanly and healthful manner.
A further object of the invention is to provide a. back

seratcher of this character, adapted to permit the flesh:
engaging means to be readily changed, when desired,

to render the device perfectly sanitary, and capable

also of enabling the said flesh engaging means to be ar-

ranged to render the device more effective. |
With these and other objects in view, the invention
consists in the construction and novel combination of
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated In the
accompanying drawing, and pointed out in the claims

hereto -appended; it being understood that. varlous

changes in the form, proportion, size and minor detalls
of “onstruction, within the scope of the claims, may be
resorted to without departing from the spirit or sacri-
ficing any of the advantages of the invention.

In the drawing:—Figure 1 is a perspective view of 2

back scratcher, constructed in accordance with this
invention. Fig. 2 is a rear elevation of the same.

| Fig‘f 3 is an enlarged sectional view, illustrating the
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manner of pivotally mounting the holder. TFig. 4 1s a
detail view of the holder. Fig. 5 is a detall perspec-

tive view of the friction disk. R

Like numerals of reference designate corresponding

‘parts in all the figures of the drawing. |
1 designates s pivoted holder of substantially oblong !

shape,” constructed of spring sheet metal, or other
suitable material, and consisting of a back 2 and con-

“verging substantially segmental sides 3, which are

adapted to clamp the flesh-engaging material 4, where-

by the latter-is securely held in the holder. The end -

edges of the back of the holder are convexly curved, as
shown, to prevent the holder from accidentally injur-
ing the back. SR -

The flesh-engaging material preferably consists of

2, slice or slab of corn cob, which will be found most ef- |

—

| face to fit the back of the holder.

| fective as a back scratcher, and which is cheap and

easily obtained, so that the material, after use, may be
renewed at a small cost. The corn cob slab or slice is
especially advantageous as it presents a rounded outer
face for engaging the flesh and has a flat inner side or
The rounded outer
face of the corn cob slab or slice projects beyond the
segmental sides, which are partially embedded 1n the
corn cob, so that the edges of the sides do not come in
contact with the flesh, when the device is In use. Any
other suitable material, however, may be substituted
for the corn cob slab or piece 4.

< The holder is secured by a pivot 5 to a resilient han-
dle 6, which is bowed longitudinally, and which is
provided with an end loop or grip 7. The handie,
which is flexible, may be constructed ot spring wire,
or any other suitable material, and the end 8, which 1s
connected to the holder, is enlarged by coiling or bend-

ing the material on itself to form an eye for the recep-

tion of the pivot 5. The enlarged end 8 of the handle
is preferably flattened, and a friction disk 9 is inter-

posed between the holder and the handle for friction-

ally engaging the parts to prevent the holder from ac-
cidentally rotating on the pivot, when the device isin
use. The friction disk, which is concavo-convex be-
fore the parts are assembled, is radially split or cut at
10, as clearly shown.

The pivot, which'is in the form of a screw, has 1ts
head countersunk in the back piece of the holder, and

it is adapted to be tightened to flatten the friction disk

to increase the friction, and thereby tighten the piv-
oted holder. | | | -

The pivoted holdertis adapted to be arranged either
longitudinally or transversely of the handle, or any
other position, and when arranged longitudinally of the
handle, as illustrated in dotted lines in Fig. 2 of the
drawing, it may be easily introduced under the collar,
or other tight clothing. ‘

Having thus fully described my invention, what 1
claim as new and desire fo secure by Letters Patent,
ig— - | | | |
"+ 1. A back scratcher comprising a handle, a holder con-
nected to the handle and consisting of a flat back and
converging sides, and a slice or slab of corn cob detachably
fitted in the holder and presenting a rounded engaging
face, which projects beyond the sides.

'92. A back’ scratcher cpmprising a handle, and a holder

mounted on the handle and construcied of resilient sheet
metal and consisting.of a back and converging sides, and
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a detachable ﬁesh-engagtng plece clamped in the holder by | the handle, and a 1'esilhie'1'1t compressible friction disk 111te1-

the sides thereof. - posed between the holder and the handle and ad.-.lpted to
3. A back scratcher comprising a handle, a flesh-engag- | be adjusted by the screw. |
ing device pivotally mountéd on the handle and capable of | - In testimony, that I claim the foregoing as my own, I

b rotary adjustment, and yieldable means interposed be- . fiave hereto affixed my signature in the presence of two 15
tiween the flesh-engaging device and the handle and fric- witnesses.

tionally engaging the former for securing the gnme in its. S S - ‘TLORI&N J. MARTIN,
adjustment. . | Witnesses : ﬂ +
.-4. A back scratcher comprising a handle, a hnlder hav- CHAS. SCHERER,

0 ing a ﬂesh-enwaﬂmﬂ' device, ‘*a. serew pwﬂtmg the holder to | THOS. V. DALLY.
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