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EXTENSION-TABLE.

No. 868,423.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Oct. 15, 190%.

Application filed July 19,1906, Serial Ne. 326,880,

To all whom it MY CONCErn.:
Be 1t known that I,
the United States, and a resident of Mason, in the
county of Ingham and State of Michigan, have in-
vented a new and Improved Extension-Table, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact description.
This invention relates to improvements in extension
tables for dining-rooms, or for other purposes, the ob-
Ject being to provide a table of this character, in which
the usual removable extension leaves are dlcspensed
with, that may be extended or contracted with very

little effort, that will be light, yet strong, and that may

be manufactured at a moderate cost.

Other objects of the invention will appear in the
general description.

I will describe an extension table embodying my |

Invention, and then point out the novel features in the
appended claims.

Relerence is to be had to the accompanying draw-
ings forming a part of this specification, in which simi-
lar characters of reference indicate corresponding parts
in all the figures. |

Figure 1 1s a bottom plan of an extension table em-
bodying my invention; Fig. 2 is a section on the line
2—2 of Tig. 1; Tfig. 3 is a section on the line 3—3 ol
Iig. 2; Fig. 4 is an end view of extension slats em-
ploy 0(1, and which w hen extended, form a portion of
the table top; Fig. 5 is a cross-section of the same;
Fig. 6 1s a perspec lwe view of one of the tracks em-
ployed at one end of the table; Fig. 7 is a perspective
view of one ol the tracks at the opposite end of the

table; Iig. 8 is a perspective view of a portion of one
of the extension slats; and Fig. 9 is a pelbpectwe view
of a hinge member employed.

The table comprises a fixed central portion consist-
g of side boards 5, to the top of which is atiached a
table top hoard 6; this fixed top 6 1s here indicated as
formed of two bmldfs but this obv iously, 1s not neces-

sary. The opposite side boards b are connected at the
under side by cross cleats 7. Movable inward and out-
ward relatively to the central portion of the table are
frame members 8, 82 |

Iixtended inward respectively from the upper and
lower sides ol the side boards 5 are strips 9, 10 which
are provided at their inner sides with channels for re-
celving tongue portions of the strips 11, 12 which arve
secured to the end frames 8 and 8* respectively. At
the inner sides. the strips 11, 12, are provided with
tongues for engaging in channels formed in strips 13
14, secured to the fixed portion of the table and the
inner sides of these strips 13, 14, are provided with
channels for receiving the tongues on the members 15
and 16 secured to the frames 8 and 8* respectively, the
inner ends of the members 15 being connected together
by the cross bar 17, and the ends of the members 16 by

the cross bar 18. The parts 11 and 15 of the end frame

Iimory A. FurLeRr, a citizen of .

-

- 8 are vertically opposite the parts 12 and 16, of the end

frame 8% when the said end frames are in closed posi-
tion, that is to say, the strips 11 are opposite the strips
12 and the members 15 opposite the members 16.

Secured to each side of the end frame 8 is a plate 19, .

each being provided with an inwardly extended tr aeL
20 and the ends of these plates and tracks are curved
downward as indicated at 21, then upward as at 22 and
then inward as at 23. Below the track sections on the
straight portions of the plates 19 are inwardly extended
flanges 24 and these straight portions are slidable on
flanges 25 attached to the inner sides of the opposite
side boards 5, as clearly indicated in Fig. 2. Attached

- to the opposite end frame 9, and at the opposite sides

thereof, are plates 26 provided with inwardly extended
track members 27, and flanges 28 below the same.
These track members 27 have straight portions as has

‘also the plate as in the first instance, but the outer ends
~arecurved upward asindicated at 29 and then extended

forward as indicated at 30. The straight portion of the
plate 26 1s designed to slide upon the upper surface of
the strips 10, which, with the flanges 25 may be termed
“supporting tracks”; and it will be noted that the
tracks are arranged one above the other, so‘that said
straight portions may be pushed wholly underneath the
lixed top section of the table; that is, so that the plates
with the tracks will overlap when the end frames are
moved inward. To prevent the end frames from being
drawn too far outward I provide stops therefor: one of
satd stops consists of a pin 31 extended downward from
the under side of the fixed table top near one end, and
adapted to be engaged by the cross-har 17 of one of the
frames before descnbed. The cross bar 18 of the other
frame 1s designed to engage with a hook member 32 on
one of the cross cleats 7.

The extension portions of the table are each formed

- of a plurality of slats or strips 33 which have their sides

beveled downward and inward, or they may be termed

as being of substantially “key-stone” form in cross sec-
tion.

tions 22 or 29. The several slats or strips are trans-

versely channeled as indicated at 34 to receive the

tracks upon which the slats or strips move, and as is in-
dicated also in Fig. 8, the opposite walls are curved
from the center outward, permitting the slats to SWing

‘as they pass around the curved portions of the tracks.

This 1s to permit adjacent slats or strips to swing
toward each other when passing around the curved por-
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The several slats or strips of an end are connected to-. -

gether by means of coiled springs 35 which pass through
transverse openings 36 in the strips, and the inner ends
of sald springs are secured to the fixed portion of the

table top, while the other ends are attached to the end

slat or strip. These springs also pass through Openings
37 1n hinged members consisting of tubes 38 which are
seated in transversely concave channels 39 formed in
opposite sides of said slats or strips; that is, a portion of a
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- planes of

ing of the slats is prevented.

£

hinge will engage in the channel at one side of one slat,
and the other portion engage in the channel in the ad-
jacent side of the next slat.” Asthe said hinge members
may turn readily in the channels it is obvious that the
slats may be readily moved around the curved portions
of the tracks, and that the said hinge members will keep
the outer surfaces of the slats all on a plane with the top
of the center portion of the table when the said slats are
extended. Instead of the short hinge members just de-
scribed, I preferably employ at suitable distances
apart, hinge members consisting of tubes 40, which ex-
tend nearly the entire length of the slats with which
they engage. By this alternative arrangement, warp-
These tubes of course, are
provided with openings through which the springs 35
pass. The center leg 41 is attached to the center cleat
7. while the end legs 42 are connected to cleats 43 at-
tached to the under sides of the end frames.

On the upper edges of the end boards of the end
frames are hinged ‘bars or members 50 which carry
plates 51 designed to rest when the bars are in closed
position, upon the slats, so as to form a continuous top.
When the end frames are to be moved outward and 1m-
ward these bars may be swung upward.

Having thus described my invention, I claim as new

and desire to secure by Letters Patent:

1. An extension table, comprising a fixed central portion
having a top, side boards atftached thereto, strips fixed
parallel with and equidistant from the upper and lower
edges of each side board, and longitudinal projections ex-
tending inwardly along the upper and lower edges of the
side boards: movable end frames each having upper and
lower strips fixed thereto on both sides, sliding connections
between the strips on the end frames and the strips and
projections on the central portion, tlie top strips of each
end frame lying vertically opposite the bottom strips of
the opposite end irame, and exteusion top sections sup-
ported on the end frames.

2. An extension table, comprising a fixed ceutml portion

having a top, side bomds attached thereto, strips fixed

parallel with and equidistant from the upper and lower
edges of each side board, and longitudinal projections ex-
tending inwardly along the upper and lower edges of the
side Doards; movable end frames each lhaving upper and
lower strips fixed thereto on both sides, sliding connections
between the strips on the end frames and the strips and
projections on the central portion, the top strips of each
end frame lying vertically opposite the bottom strips of
the opposite end frame, tracks or guides attached 19 said
end frames, said tracks having curved ends and lower por-
tions lying in different horizontal planes and between the

said strips and projections, whereby they may |

868,423

move one above the other and between the upper and lower

sets of strips and projections as the end frames are closed

55

against the central portion, and extension top sections
slzdflbly attached to said tracks.

3 An extension table comprising a fixed central portion
having a top, side boards attached thereto, strips fixed
parallel with and equidistant from the upper and lower

edees of each side board, longitudinal projections extending

inwardly along the upper and lower edges of the side
boards, and an inwardly projecting longitudinal flange or
strip on each of said side boards betieen said projections;
movable end frames each having a strip fixed thereto at
cach side, sliding .connections between the strips on the

. end frames and the strips and projections on the central

portion, the strips of onec end frame lying vertically oppo-
site the strips of the other end frame, tracks or guldes
attached to said end frames on each side thereof, said
tracks having curved ends and lower portions lying in dit-
ferent horizontal planes and between the planes of said
strips and projections, flanges on said tracks below and
parallel with said lower horizontal portions, said flanges
on the tracks of one end portion Dbeing positioned and
adapted to slide along said flanges on the side boards, and
the flanges on the tracks of the opposite end portion being
positioned and adapted to slide along the said lower pro-
jectiong of the side boards, and extension top sections
having their edges slidably engaged with and suppor ted by
said tracks.

4, An extension table, comprising a fixed central portion
having a top, a movable end frame slidably connected
thereto, tracks mounted opposite each other near each
side of the movable end frame, said tracks having simi-
larly curved upper ends and lower portions extending there-

from adapted to be moved beneath the top of the central

portion when the end frame is clesed in, in combination
with a flexible extension top section composed of a series
of slats wedge shaped in cross section and of a length
approximately equal to the width of the central top por-
tion, said slats being each mounted cn the tracks to slide
thereon in a direction trangverse to its length and with its
wide face at the base of the wedge directed outward trom
the center of cnrvature of the tracks, said slats having
longitudinal grooves of segmental cross-section along the
converging faces therveof, and transverse alined cpenings
therethrough, and tubular cylindrical hinge members, hav-
ing diametrically opposite apertures, rotatably mounted in
the adjacent grooves of consecutive slats of the series, with
their apertures in alinement with the openings of the slats,

and a flexible connection having one end sccured fo the .

fixed central portion, extending through said openings and
apertures, and secured at the other end to the terminal
slat of the sevies.

In testimony whereof I lhave signed my name to this
specification in the presence of two subscribing . witnesses.

| EMORY A. FULILER.
Witnesses :

A, J. HALL,

L. . WHITE.
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