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To ali whom 2t may concern:

Be it known that I, CrarLEs E. BAmLsy, a citizen of

the United States of Amerwa and a resident of Provi-

dence, in thée county of mederce and: State of Rhode.
| Islana have Invented- certain new and useful Imn-

provements in Shoe-Trees, of Whlch the following is a
spemﬁcatmn

~ Shoe-trees as usually devised and emploved are com-
- paratively heavy, cumbersome and expensive.
Jdormer shoe-trees consist of connected or hinged blocks

of wond or metal arranged when in use to practically

fill the forward portion of the shoe, the upper side.of

the block heing previously shaped s0 as to conform to

- the normal curve or arch,of the shoe-upper or counter.

I am also aware that devices, each made of a single
piece of bent spring-wire, for stretching and exhibit-

g shees and boots have been produced prior to my-

invention, and I therefore disclaim such former cop-
structions. |

The object 1 have in view is to produce an inexpen-
sive flexible resilient and seli-conforming shoe-tree,
the device at the same time bemg strong and light and
occupying a very small amount of room when not in
use. Moreover, the device is capable of automatically
adaptmﬂ' or adjusting itself to the normal arch of the

shoe-upper, its two ends forming abutments for yleld- |
Ingly engaging the toe 'and heel portions of the shoe’s !

interior, all s more fully hereinafter set forth ‘md
clalmed | ' | ,

In the accompanying sheet of dl awings, [figure 1 rep-
resents a side elevation of my mlpmved hoe-tree as in
use, the shoe being indicated by dotted lines.
shows an end portion of the device provided with a
spherical-shaped tip. Fig. 3 iz a corresponding pl,m
view. ~ Figs. 4 and 33 represent mor:hﬁed forms of the
tip. Tig. 6 is a transverse sectional view, greatly en-
larged, taken on line x x of Fig
sectional vView

diameter. |
My improved shoe-tree A is or may be made of any
suitable material possessing.a proper degree of flexibil-

ity .and resiliency, and having the two ends theleoil
‘provided with fixed tips or mem bers ad&pted when in

use to engage the ioe and heel portions of the shoe’s
1 prefer to make my improved shoc-tlee of 5

Such

18 self: coniormmw and serve

Fig. 2

g. 3, and Fig. 7 is a symilar
| , showing the device consiating of a plu- |
rality of connected wires . varymg in thlckness or
40 | .

_ tlmuﬂ'hunt their lengihh with solder.

ranged parallel with one another and connected -ofr"-,l
| united together by solder, thereby practically consti-+ :
tuting an integral or unitary member and being sub-

stantially 1'ecta.ngular“cmss-*sectirmﬂlly:, as represented
in Fig. 6. . o
As thus constmcted the main or hodv pmtmn oi th
device is rendered stronger and more resilient as com-
pared with a piece of stock rolled to a flat ribbon‘form
cross-sectionally. In fact the latter' when temppred

/
cannot be bent double without, bre%hmg it, whereas

when the device is made substantially as lepre&entad
in the drawings it becomes unbreakable.

The length oi the member
greater than that of the shoe in order that it may prop-

erly adapt or adjust itself to the inner ehapv of th shoe

at the median line thereof.

I prefer to tip each end of the body or resilient me m-

ber with a fixed spherical-shaped metal member ¢, as

indicated in Figs. 2 and 3, although other types of

tips may be adopted, for example, the tips b, «' and b,

| represented in Figs. 1, 4, and 5, respeetively.

In order to increase the stiffness of the device with-
out mateuallg increasing its weight the wires ¢ com-
prising the
diameter and arranged fmd umwd c:uhsmmmll}
represented in Fig. 7. . |
- My improved shoe-tree A is well adapted to e
lf-"adll}f introduced mm and 1{3111011;{1 from the sheo; it
s to maintain the normal
inner shape of tire latter, as at the tee, upper and heel

1)01tluls t, 1 and fi, ¥Cs pe(ﬂwﬂ]}r and hﬂnw 113 welduw |

contact theiemt"f |
The deviee also forms a hail o ‘:ﬂsmﬂ_b {511" e Fig. 1)
by means of whiclh the shoe may be convenently car-

i ried ftl)(mt

a1 A8 ew iuﬂ desirve to seeure N iter St
[(’I as 1d 1 10 ] UiH (4 Stales

'.Lnt ters-Patent:—

~ An elongated ﬂexil':nle resilient shoe tree provided at its

wires arranged parallel in the same plane and united
senting & single continuous arch emtenﬂing from the base
' f )

of the heel to the toe of the shoe:

' CHARLES E. BAILEY.

. \Witnesses :

GE0. H RBEMINGTON,
Hexgry . P. SToNE.

A should he materially

shoe-treetmay be of varying thickness or'

said tree in iuse pre-
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