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" To all whom it My coricern.:
- Be:it:-known -that-1; CORDULA MONJIEAN THOMAR, a
citizen of the United States of America, and: re'31dent

of Middletown, county of Butler, State' of Ohio, have
invented certaln new and ' useful Improvements in-

- . Air-Controllers for Piano-Players, of which the follow-

10

-mg 18 a epeelﬁcatlon
My invention relates to an attachment for plano-

web of paper termed the ‘‘record” in passing over an

~air-conductor or tracker board controls the opening
of the air passages-in said conductor so as to regulate

the operation of the key controlling' mechanism, in

“accordance to the position and the length of the per—
forations in the record, to play the musical composi-
tion contained upon the record automatically.

In the eperatlen of these plane-playere as long as

| the record is passing over the tracker-board, - the key
| eperatmg mechanism works continuously and thus

20

the record is played from start to finish without inter-
ruption, there being NO Ieans provided for passing
over part of the record to a subsequent part without

- playing the intermediate pertlen

25
part of a record to another part desired by him, with-

- The object of my mventlen 18 to previde 3 means
whereby the performer may pass from one pleasing

~out playmg the intermediate portion.
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-board shewn in Fig. 1 upon an enlarged scale.

“upon an ‘enlarged, scale.

In the accempenymg"d’rawmg I have shewﬁ only

" 80 much of a piano-player as is necessary to an under-
.standing of my attachment. |

Figure 1 1s a perspective view of the. piano-player

in which the record is mounted, shewmg the tracker-

board with my attachment connected thereto. Fig.
2 is a vertical sectional view taken through the tracker-
Fig.
318 a detail plan view of the attachment likewise
Fig. 4 is a plan view of a
slightly modified form of .my invention. '

Referring to the parts: The tracker-board, A, with its

series of air-channels, a, and journal bearings, B, for re-
ceiving the roll contamiing the web of paper, as well as

~ the means for carrying the web from the roll to be
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- mounted upon the journal bearings B, over the tracker-
board, A, to a rear roll, (not shown), are all of ordinary
construction, and need not, therefore, be more specific-

~ally described.

In the form of invention.illustrated in Flg 1, I have
gecured to the front of the tracker-board A, a horizontal

guide etrlp, C, above which I cut a series of bores a’, at
50

points in the tracker directly opposite said channels

each running into correspohding channels, a, each e;f

: aald bores, a’, bemg of a width equal to the width of its

In each of the bores, a’/,-I mount a flat

channel a.

strip, D, so that it will be capa.ble ef a shdlng motion in

and out of said bore. -
Benmth the bars D, I mount the operatmg bar E

~players and similar instruments wherein a perforated |

¢/, and moves the operating bar to the right.

P

‘upon the guide, stnp, C. .The Operating bar, E, has a
series of -oblique elote e eut in-it and has at its end a
knob, ¢

‘The guide- strip, C, has'a hotrizontal ledge, ¢,
along its front; between Wthh and the’ tracker—board
A, the operating bar, E, ‘is a.dapted to slide. The
movement of the operating bar, E, is limited upon the
left by a stop, ¢/ upen the strip e.nd upon the right by a
stop, ¢’

Each of the bare D, has at its outer end downwardly
projecting studs, d, each of which engages one of the
oblique slots, e. The length of the bars, D, the rela-
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tive positions of the slots, e, to the bars, and to the studs, -

d; are designed so that when the operating bar, E, abuts~

the stop, ¢/, upon the left, the bars, D, are dmwn out-

- ward ‘80 as to leave the passage, a’, free as'shown In

Fig. 2, and that when the operating ba.r is moved to the
right by grasping the handle, ¢/, to the position in
which its end abuts against the right hand stop, ¢/, the
slot, ¢, by engaging the studs, d, have moved the oper-
ating bars, D, clear across the channel, g, into the

| notches, a%, upon the opposite side of the channel, a, so
that the ehennele a, dre closed by the strips, D.

In the medlﬁeatlen shown in Fig. 4, the bars, D/, are

| made integral with a connecting strip, D?, whose ends

abut against transverse guide blocks, ¢*, mounted upon
the guide strip, C. -The operating bar, E’/, abuts

against the ledge, ¢, and has fingers, €2, at its outer ends,
‘which abutting against the strip, ¢, limit the right and

left hand motion of the operating bar. The strip, D?,
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and the operating bar, E/, are connected by bars, F, .

pivoted at their ends respectively to the strips, D?, and |

the operating bar, E/, in a manner such that When the

operating bar, E/, occupies its right-hand position,

such as shown in Flﬂ' 4, the bars, F, are in an obllque.
pogition, to draw the strip, D?, toward the operating bar,

E’, and to carry the bars, D/, clear of the channels, a,

‘and that when the operating bar, E/, is moved to ite
‘right hand position, the links, F, assume a transverse

position so as to push the bar, D? away from the operat-

- In use, when the perfermer comes to a portion of the
record which he does not desire to hear, if he be using
the modification shown in Fig. 1, he grasps the knob,

project the bars, D, across each of the channels, a, there-

by closing them off and preventing the air from passing

through the channels so that the key operating mechan-
1sm remains inert, while the record continues to pass
over the tracker-board, A. When the part of the rec-

- ord has been reached which the performer desires to
have playved, he simply moves the operating bar, E, to

its left-hand position, drawing the bars, D, free of the
channel, a. In like manner, in using the modiﬁcatien
shown in Fig. 4, to place the air conductor in position
to prevent the air passing through the channels, g,

This will -
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ing bar, E/, and to ce,rry the strips, D/, across the chan-
nel, a. -
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1 5 bars

“while allowing the record to be fed over the tracker—

board, the 0perator has s1mp1y to move the opemtmg

_bar I]

What I claim is: . :
1. In a pmnn-player the combination of‘ a tracker-board.

a means for feeding a record over the tracker-board, and

a means for closing all the ducts of the tracker-board

-against the passage of air without mtert{,rmg with the

passage of the record thereover,

2, Ima piano-plaver, ‘the eombination of a fracker-board
having a series of air channels therein, means for feeding-

a record over the tracker-board, bars for regulating the
opening ard closing of all the ¢hannels, and an independent
sliding operating-rod having connections for actuating the
to project them across the channels or to draw them
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clear of the same, whereby the channelq mav be opened or
closed without interfering with the pascsage Gf the records

.over the tracker-board.

3. In a piano-player the cnmbmatmn of a-tracker board
having a series of air channels therein, a series of trans-

wverse channels across the air channels, a geries of bars
‘mounted in the transverse. channels, a guide strip ‘secured
to the tracker-board, an operating bar guided upon - the
guide strip and means for connecting the operating bar

to the bars in the transverse channels so- that the longi-

tudinal movement of the operating bar actuates the chan-
nel barg to project them across the :111 channels or to draw

them clear of the same.
- CORDULA - iiﬂ‘ﬁfTEA"\T THO‘\IA‘S
W"ltnmwfs

WALTER T ‘\IURRﬁ

AGNES McCORMACK.
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