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To all whom it may concern: |

Be1t known that we, HENrRY JacoB VAN and ELring
EruiNneseN, citizens of the United States, residing at
West Seattle, county of King, State of Washington,

have jointly invented new and useful Improvements

in Bitless Bridles, of which the following is a speciﬁca—

tion, reference being had therein to the accompanying
dmwmgs |

~The mvenuon comsists of Lhe peculiar construction
of an appliance to substitute for mouth bits or bars for

bridles comprising two metallic levers A A revolving

 on lower ends of metallic axes B B, a curved metallic
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- struction, arrangement and combination of the vm‘mus- -=
parts, as more fully hereinafter described. |
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our 1invention shown on the head of a horse.
a perspective view of the appliance suspended from

site directions from each other.

o .-_- levers about 91 Sac _ n wi ‘ _' .
~ through each of the levers about 23 inches from the ~on the chin or lower jaw. To stop the horse or hold it

band C welded on or otherwise fastened to the axes

L B, rings D D attached to upper ends of axes B B, a  Jeather, of sufficient length to go over the nose of a horse

| and is buckled to the axes B B between the metalhc

nose bzmd IE buckled on the axes B B and a stra,p_F.
To this appliance is attached the cheek straps P, head-

stall S, brow band T and throat latch O, all of usua,l

construction for bridles.

The construction is designed to be used 111s_tead of a |

mouth bit or bar for bridles in the guiding or driving

of horses without plmi_rig a mouth bit or bar in the

mouth of ‘the horse and to be used for more freely
guiding the horse with less exertion on the part of the
driver, than when mouth bits or bars are used, and
which will permit the horse to eat and drink without
removing the bridle, and also to prevent soreness of
the mouth of the horse and to prevent destruction of
teeth which is often occasioned by reason of jerking or
bad driving when mouth bits or bars are used.

The invention further consists of the peculiar con-

In the drawing, Figure 1, is a perspective view of
- Fig. 218

the cheek straps but-without the reins attached. Fig.
3 1s a view of the levers shown from two different po-
sitions and also showing the construction of the axis

and the position of the lever and metallic band on the |

2.X18.

A A are two metalhc levers, one for each side of the
]ELW of the horse; each one is curved but in opposite
directions from each other.
about six inches long.. The front ends H of these le-

vers are provided with an opening I so that the reins |
~ J can be buckled there to the levers.

curved slightly outwards at front end H but in Oppo-
We make a hole

front end H of the levers and about 3} inches from the
back end L of the levers.
of the levers outwards and downwards thus preventing

these ends of the levers from injuring the jaw of the !

horse when pressed against the sides thereof.
B B are two metallic axes or bars the lower ends M of

whmh are narrower than the upper ends N, the lower |

- We preier to make them |

The levers are.

‘We curve the back part L

—_———

! ends of the axes are made of such size as to fit into the "_
holes K of levers A A and the levers are fastened se-
curely at the lower ends M of these axes in such a man-
60 .
‘thereon. At the upper end of these axesarerings D D

ner that they will remain in position but turn easily

into which the cheek straps P are buckled. The axes
or bars are each-one about three inches long from the
bottom to the ring. |

C 18 a metallic band about one inch wide which is

curved to adapt it to fit under the chin of the horse
' and 1s welded or otherwise securely fastened at each

end to one of the axes B B and next above the levers.
E is an .adjustable noseband, generally made of

band C and the rings D D.
F is an adjustable strap of sufﬁcient length to go un-

| derthe chin of the horse and 1s buckled to the 1*ings DD.
- J are the reins; P are the cheek straps, S is the head-

stall, T 1s the brow band and O is the throatlatch.
The parts being thus constructed the operation is as
follows: The metallic band C is welded or otherwise se-

curely fastened to the axes or bars B B so that the axes -

are held rigidly in their respective positions, one of the

axes or bars being fastened to each end of the metallic
‘band. The lower ends M of the axes are then passed

through the holes K of the levers and the levers are held

in their positions by any desired method that keep them-
from dropping off from the axes and which permits the

lever to revolve freely on the axis. The nose band E

1s then buckled on the axes between the metallic band

Cand therings D D at the top of the metallic bars.  The
strap F.s then buckled to therings D D. To this appli-
ance we connect a cheek strap P to each of therings D D
and connect the cheek straps with the head stall S, the
brow band T and the throat latch O. The reins J are
then attached through the openings in the ends of the
levers A A. The bridle is placed on the head of thé
horse in the manner shown in Fig. 1, and so that the

‘1nose band E fits over the nose of the horse and the me-
‘tallic band C and strap F fit under the chin of the horse.

To guide a horse when driving or riding we pull on

the rein at the side of the horse to which we desire the

horse to turn. This pulls the front end of the lever out

drom the side of the horse’s head and causes the back
end of the lever to press on the chin on the side of the
. lower jaw of the horse, when the horse will turn to the

side on which the back or lower end of the lever presses

back we pull evenly on both reins. -~
- What we claim as our invention is:—

1. In a bridle, the combination with a curved support-
‘ing band, bars secured in the ends thereof, a nose band
secured to the Dbars,. and curved levers pivotally Secmed
to the lower ends of the bars.

<. In a bridle, the combination with a metalhc ¢hin
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strap bars secured in the ends thereof, a nose band se-
cured to the bars, supporting rings mounted in the upper
ends of the bars, and curved levers pivoted to the lower

ends of the bars adapted to bear against the jaw of the
animal. "

3. In a bridle, the combination with a metallic ehin

strap, bars secured in the ends thereof, 2 nose band se-
cured to the bars, supporting rings mounted in the upper
ends of the bars, a second chin strap secured to the rings,
and curved levers pivoted to the lower ends of the bars
ndapted to bear against the jaw of the animal.

4. A Dbridle comprising a metallic chin strap, bars se-
cured in the ends thereof, ‘a nose band secured to the
bars, supporting ring$ mounted in the upper ends of the

| bars, a second chin strap secured to the rings, curved

levers pivoted to the lower ends of the hars, said levers

being flattened at their forward ends and provided with

rein openings, the rear ends of the levers being curved
outwardly and downwardly.

In testimony  whereof we have hereunto signed  our
names to the specification, in the presence of two wit-
nesses, the 23 day of July, A. . 190¢.

HIGNRY JACOD VAN,
];}'IJIJIN(; I‘J IJI-J] N(; Sl*}i \ .
Witnesses :
A, A, ANDERSON,
M, C. LL1moNTUS,
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