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To all whom, it MaY CONCErn.:

Be 1t known that I, Bxmer N ELSON, & citizen of the
United States, restding at Deer Lodge, in the county
ol Powell and State of Montana, have invented a new
and useful Reed-Protector for Wind Instruments, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to means to he mounted adja-
cent to the reed of a wind instrument such as an oboc
and 1its objects are,~to provide a guard to
¢ secured 1 such a manner that the lips of the per-
tormer will always be at the proper place on the mounth
piece; and to provide a protecting guard which will
prevent the mouth-piece hein g mjured.

My mnvention consists in g concave adjustable shield
mounted around the reed of a wind instrument, and
particularly in the means for adjusting this shield.

In the accompanymg drawings, Figure 1 is a view of
my improved protector attached to an oboe, and Fig.
2 the same attached to the end of the tube of a bassoon.
Fig. 3 shows the standards, Fig. 4 the lip shield, Ifig. 5
the adjusting screws and Flg. 6 the adjusting nuts of
this protector.  Fig. 7 is the upper end of an oboe pro-
vided with a collar to which my improved protector
may be secured. Fig. 8 is a cap for the mouth piece,
Fig. 9 is the base of the protector. Fig. 10 is another
view of the lip shield.

Stinilar  reference characters refer
throughout the several VIews.

In the drawings, 1 is the upper end of a wind instry-
ment such as an oboe, which is provided with a thread-
cd collar 2. Onto this collar 15 screwed the ring 3
which forms the base of my improved protector, and
which is provided with threaded holes into which the
bollow tubular standards 4 engage. Shoulders 5 on
the standards are adapted to insure rigidity. A lip
shield 7 has secured to it the threaded rods 8 which
are adapted to slide in the standards. The nuts 9 fit
these threaded rods and are adapted to lic in the
pockets 10 formed on the standards. The shield 7
and base 3 have openings through which the reed or
mouth-picce 11 may freely extend.

It will be noticed that the shield 7 is coneave, the
Upper and lower portions being adapted, when the in-

to like parts

strument is being played, to serve in a degree to press
the lips of the musician against the reed. The shield
may be moved in and out, as desired, s0 as to accu-
rately determine the pitch of the reed. This protector
s of greatest value however when the instrument is
used on a march, as it prevents the reed from moving
into and out of the mouth of the player, thus not only
preventing the pitch from changing, but also relievin o
the player from apprehension of accidents.

When not in use, the cap 1z may be slipped over
the reed, the split lower end 14 of the cap fitting the
opening in the shield 7 and wedging therein.

While this protector is cspecially adapted for oboes,
1t may also be mounted on the end of the mouth piece
13 of the tube of a bassoon. The various parts of
this protector should be made as light as is consistent
with strength.  As there is nothing to contact with the
reed, the protector will not interfere with the full effect-
1veness of the instrument.

Having now explained my improvements, what I
claim as my invention and desire to secure hy Letters
Patent is:— | |

1. In a mouth piece or reed protector for wind in-
struments, the combination of g base, tubular standards
mounted thereon and provided with pockets, adjusting
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nuts mounted in said Dockets, screw-threaded rods slidably

mounted in the tubular standards and adapted to he lon-
gitudinally adjusted in the same by means of gaid nuts,
and a concave shield mounted on the ends of said rods,
the mouth piece or reed of the instrument extending freely
through openings in said shield and base.

2. In a protector, the combination with the mouth plece
0of a reed instrument, of an adjustable shield, rods sup-
porting the shield, means to adjust the rods, tubular
standards to support tlhe 1ods and the adjusting means
and means to support the standards.

5. In a musical instrument, the combination of a mouth
plece comprising a reed, a perforated shield to extend

around the same near its end, and means connected to the

instrument to

mined position.
In testimony whereot I have signed this

presence ol two subseribing witnesses.

ELMER NELSON.

adjust and secure the shield In predeter-

petition in the

Witnesses -
J. 8. KrEnr,
J. A. ROPINRON.
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