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sample books or from rolls.

UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE

RALPH E. MABTIN

OI‘ DAVEI\I PORT TIOWA.

DISPLAY-RACK.

No. 867,738.

To all whom, it may concern: |

Be'it known that I, Rarrm E. MARTIN, a citizen of
the United States, end i) resident of Devenport in the
county of Scott and State of Towa, have invented a new
and Improved Display-Rack, of which the fellewmg
is a full, clear, and exact dOSCI‘lpthIl

This invention is designed to provide a dewee for

displaying merchandise, and particularly wall paper

which heretofore has D*en}elellj}r been sold from small
In either case it has been

. found impossible to obtain with any degree of satis-

15

faction the general effect of two or more sa,mples JONE

bined or arranged together. ‘When, moreover, the pa-
per is sold from rolls and it is desu*ed to make up a

‘combination of colors it is necessary to carry a large
 number of rolls from their respective bins and arrange

them in awkward relation to each other, thereby caus-

- ing considerable loss of time and labor, and giving but

20

29

indifferent satisfaction or results. |
‘This invention has for its object, therefore to pro-

-vide means adapted to support any desired number of

samples of wall paper, so arranged as to readily indi-

cate the character of each sample, and also to provide

means adapted to enable such of the individual sam-
ples as may be desired to be displayed in combination
with e_aeh other, so as to show the general effect, as
when. samples ‘ef wall, border and ceiling papers are

- displayed in proper relation to each other, or decora-
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tive eembmmtlene such as panels, cap papers and the

Iike, made up in a screen and shown as an entirety.

Other objects relating to the specific construction

and special arrangement of the several parts of my in-
vention will be understood from the following descrip-
tion and accompanying drewmge in which drawings
Figure 1 is a front perspective view of a device em-
bodying my invention showing auxiliary frames ar-
ranged at an angle to a main frame, with a rack frame

_errenged in side elevation; Fig. 2 is a side elevation of

one of the auxiliary frames and rack frames detached;

Fig. 3 is a side elevation of a fragment of an auxiliary

and rack frame, showing their connection with each
other; Fig. 4 is aside elevation of fragments of the aux-
iliary and rack frames separated from each other, and

showing a 100]11]“1%‘ connection between the same: Fig.
5 is a'side elevation of one of the feet or supports e{ the

main frame, and means for ed]uetmﬂ* the vertical ele-
vation of the frame; Fig. 6 is a side elevation of one of
the sides of a rack flame and brackets attached thereto;
Fig. 7 18 a front elevation of the device with the aux-
iliary and rack frames arranged at a right angle 1o the

- plane of the main frame; Fig. 8 is a plan of the device

935

shown in Fig. 1; and Flg 9 is a plan of the device

~shown in Figs. 1 and 8, with the auxiliary and mek

frames arranged in different positions therefrom.
- As illustrated in the drawings, the main frame is
cempeeed of side ba,re 1,-and sectional end bars 2, the

~ Specification of Letters_' Patent. |
| ﬂpplicetien filed February 20,1907, Sorial No. 368,357,

sections of which bare_' are connected together by'meens,

of unions 3 and 4. ‘The main frame may be made of
any suitable construction or material, but is preferably
constructed of piping, the sections comprising the ends
of the frame being connected together by ordinary pip’e
couplings.

- Auxiliary frames are attached to the main freme_ and
preferably consist of inner side bars 5 which are rota-
tably mounted at their upper and lower ends respec-

tively in the couplings 3 and 4 of the main iframe, so

as to form an end connection therewith. End bars 6
extend outward from the side bars 5 and are eenneeted
with outer side bars 7.

Inner frames are hinged to the eumhery

on socket members 9, preferably attached to the end
bars of the auxiliary flame so as to enable the inner
frames to rock on the auxiliary frames. End bars 10
extend outward from the side bars 8 of the inner frame,
and are connected together by outer side bars 11. The
inner frames are designed to support racks arranged in
vertical series in any suitable manner or number, and
arranged either in single or double series thereon.

As shown in the drawings brackets 12 and 13 are at-

Patented Oct. 8, 1907. -

frames and
comprise inner side bars 8 which are rotatably mounted

60

By means of such construction the main -
- frame 1s made extensible in width. -

65
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tached to opposite sides of the side bars of the inner

frame and are adapted to support spring rollers ef the
ordinary well known construction, the brackets 12 be-

" ing provided with apertures 14, and the brackets 13 with

slots 15, adapted to receive the ends of said rollers.
Rolls of paper 16 may be attached to the ordinary win-

dow shade roller by means of cylindrical clips adapted

to clamp the end of the roll of paper to the spring roller,
so that when the rolls of paper are mounted on the
brackets 12 and 13 they may be operated in the same

85
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manner as window shades by drawing outward on the

end of the roll so as to exhibit the face thereof. The
ends of the rolls of paper may be provided with end bars
17 similar to those now used in curtains, which bind on
the inner frame so that when the end of the paper is re-

leased from the hand and is retracted by the spring ten--
gion of the roller, the end bars 17 bind on the inner
frames or racks mounted thereon in any suitable man-

ner and hold the ends of the rolls from unwinding.  The
rollers are made detachable from their supports on the
inner frames so that the rolls may be readily transferred
from one rack to another or from one bracket to another

on the same rack, so as to arrange two or more eemplee of
105

paper in the same relation to each other as they are de-
signed to occupy on the walls and ceilings of the room.

- Thus, a roll may be selected showing stripes for a dado,

) 5_

100

or lower portion of a room, and another roll selected

from any of the racks.of the 1 mner frames and placed in
position above the striped roll 8o as to show the combi-
nation of said dado with a paper for the upper portion of
the wall. By means of such arrangement the samples

110



10

16

20

29

30

35

40

45

00

85

2

of paper may be readily inspected as to their fitness and
harmony when arranged in combination. If desired a
roll of paper may be made up of samples for the upper
and lower portion of the wall, or for the wall, border and
ceiling, or, again, two or more different colors for one
pattern may be joined together in one roll. By means
of such arrangement a very large number of patterns
may be supported upon this device and displayed con-
veniently, and to great advantage.

The auxiliary frames are adapted to be arranged par-
allel with each other and extended outward from the
main frame at a right angle thereto, as shown in Fig. 7,
or they may be arranged at an acute angle to the main
frame, as shown in Figs. 1, 8 and 9. The auxiliary
frames are provided with backwardly extending arms
13 preferably attached to the lower portion of said
frames, and the arms of the several frames are connected
by means of chains 19, preferably provided with turn
buckles 20s0 astomake said chains adjustablein length,
and enable said frames to be moved in unison parallel
with each other by moving the outer auxiliary frames,
as shown in Figs. § and 9. End cables 21 connect the
arms of the outer auxiliary frames with the outer portion
of the main frame and prevent the auxiliary frames,
elther singly or in series, from being moved over against
the main frame. The cables 19 are proportioned in
length so as to prevent two adjacent auxiliary frames
from coming in contact with each other, at the same
time permitting adjacent frames to be separated from
each other when desired, as shown at the left of Fig. 8.
When in such position, the intermediate chain 19 sags
between said sections. When the several auxiliary
frames are arranged at an acute angle to the main frame,
one of the end cables 21 also sags, as shown in IFig. 9.
By means of such construction, the auxiliary frames
when arranged at an actue angle to the main frame, dis-
play enough of the several rolls to determine their char-
acter, and permit a salesman to readily determine
which roll he will offer for inspection. The inner
frames supporting the said rolls may then be brought
into position parallel with the main frame, as shown in
I1g. 1, and the roll extended so as to display the same in
front view, as shown in Fig. 1. The inner frame is pro-
vided with means adapted to hold said frame in any de-
sired relation to the auxiliary frame upon which it is
mounted, consisting preferably of lugs 22 connected
with the inner side bar of the inner fiame, and adapted
to engage corresponding notches 23 formed in the adja-
cent portion of the auxiliary frame.

The main frame is supported upon vertically adjust-
able feet 24 provided with a thread 25 upon which may
be mounted a nut 26 by means of which the side bars 1
of the main frame may be raised or lowered so as to ad-
Just the frame in g horizontal position on an uneven
floor, thereby compensating for any unevenness in the
floor. The main frame is preferably provided with guy
rods 27 and 28, preferably provided with turn buckles

1

867,738

29 for adjusting the vertical elevation of the main frame.
L prefer in most instances to incline the main frame
backward slightly so that when the auxiliary {frames are
moved past a position at right angles to the main {frame
they will readily swing of their own weight to the right
or left of said position, as may be desired. The side
bars 8 of the inner frame have a sliding engagement
with the socket members 9 of the auxiliary frame, so
that by raising the inner frames outward they may be
detached from the auxiliary frame.  Similarly, the side
bars & of the auxiliary frame may be detached from the
main {rame for convenience in packing and shipping.

While I have herein shown and described my inven-
tion 1n 1ts preferred form, 1 do not desire to be limited 1o
the specific construction and arrangement herein de-
scribed, for the reason that my invention is generie in
its nature and may be embodied in other means having
sumilar capabilities.

Having thus described my invention, what 1 elaim as
new and desire to secure by Letters Patent is:—

1. The combination with o main frame, of auxiliary

frames hinged vertically to the main frame and provided

with rearwardly extending arms conncected {ogether hy o
flexible coupling, and means conneeted wilh said arms
adapted to lmit the pivotal movement of said auxiliary
frames on the main frame.

2. A display rack comprising a main frame, auxilinry

frames separately hinged to the main frame, inner frames

hinged to the outer portion of the auxilinry frames and
adapted to be folded in the plane of the auxilinry frames,
and display racks secured to the inner frames.

3. A display rack comprising a main frame, auxilinry
frames hinged separately at onc side Lo the main frame,
inner frames hinged at one side to the outer poriion of {he
auxiiary frames, and display racks arranged in vertieal
series on the inner frames. .

4. A display rack comprising a main frame, auxiliarey
frames hinged separately at one side o the main frane,
inner frames hinged at one side to the ouier side poriion
of the auxiliary frames, and racks mounted on said innoer
frames and extending in vertical series on opposite sides
in the plane of the auxiliary frames,

5. A display rack comprising a main frame, auxiliary
frames hinged at their inner stdes to {hie main frame and
provided with reavwardly extending arms, means for ¢on-
necting said arms together, and inner frames pivotally
mounted on the outer portion of the auxiliary I'rameoes,

6. A display rack comprising a main frame, auxilinry
frames separately hinged at their inner portion (o the
nmain frame, inner frames hinged at one side to the ouler
portion of the auxiliary frames, and locking mecehanism
adapted to hold the inner frames in fixed relation to ihe
auxiliary frames.

7. A digplay rack comprising o main frame having
transverse sections and conneciing unions, auxilinry
frames hinged at one side to the nnions of the main frame,
and inner frames hinged at one side to the outer portions
of the auxiliary frames, .

In testimony whercof I have signed my name to this
specification In the presence of fwo subseribing witnesses,

RALPIT 10, MARTIN.

Witnesses :
J. I'RANK YosT,
WDWARD A, SCIIMIDT.
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