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~ discriminately throughout the mass.

- Be it known that I, WiLziam M. STRETCH q citizen

of the United States, residing in Mount Vernon, West-
chester county, and State of New York, have invented |
certain new and useful Improvements in Card-Index
Systems, of which the following is a full, clear, and

exact specification.

- Thisinvention relates to card records or card indexes
which are well known and largely used for the purpose
of reeerdmg, in a readily accessible form, a large num-
Such cards are ueually
arranged in a eyetemetlc manner, eccerdlng to the data
on them, and are frequently sub-divided . geogrephlc-
ally.

1tis often neceeeery te eepamte from the mass of cards

a certain nunber of them which may be scattered in-
. For instance,

 when such cards are used, ag they frequently are,- by
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publishers for the purpose of entering thereon a het of -

their subscribers, it is of importance to the publisher,

for instance, of a monthly. publication, that he should.

- be able each month to select or separate from the mass
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~ live, or a combination of these two.
desired will be scattered indiscriminately throughout
The usual manner of selecting such cards.

50

of cards all of those containing the names of subscribers, |
The cards con- |

whose subscription is about o expire.
talning this information may be arranged alphabetic-
ally, according to the names of the subscribers, or geo-
graphically, according to the town or city where they

the mass.

- has been to go through the entire mass and pick out the
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desired cards one at a time. This is ebjectloneble by
reason of the time consumed and the liability of error,
and to the fact that reliance has been placed wholly
upon the alertness of the- operator.
have been tried, such as the use of various colored cards,

~ the.color of the card indicating the class to which it

40

belonged. Cards have also been used with pertmne q_

projecting from the upper ends of the cards, the posi-
tion of which indicates to the eye the character of the

card; such projecting portion is in the way of the oper-.

ator’ end is liable to become broken off in use. Both

~ these methods are objectionable for the reasons above
" noted and the use of the coloréd cards for the further
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reason that they require that it should be known at the

‘time the card is filled out precisely to what class it be-

longs, or in the case supposed that it should be known
at the time ’ﬁhe card is filled -out when the subseription
will expire. This information is frequently not attain-

able at the time the card is first filled out and yet it is -

desirable that the card should be embodied in the mass.
The result has been that confusion results and no means

-~ has heretofore, so far as I am aware, been: used in con-

- nection with the cards whereby the cards may be classi-

r

Other methods

Therefore the cards |

- guishing characteristics,

and rapidly sepereted by mechamem without llablhty
of error. 2

The eb] ect of my mventlen is to pmwde an 1n1preved

-eyetem of cards and means to be used in_ connection

therewith, whereby such cards as are desired may be
simultaneously and infallibly separated from the mass

[ fied according to the data. and then be eimultmeeueiy 99
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of cards and brought into position for handling, which |

will accomnplish the desired object irrespective of the

arrangement or sub-division'of the cards. To effectuate
this object I-provide the cards with a series of distin-
which are the same in like
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cards, and the position of which upon the card deter- |

| mines the classification of the card and provides in con-
nection therewith a receptacle which retains the cards

and to which I hdve applied means by the operation of

which any group of cards having like. distinguishing

characteristics may be simultancously separated from
the mass of cards and brought into a position where they

‘may be eaelly consulted or removed.

In the drawings Flgure 1 repreeente in perepectwe,
cards which may be used in carrying out my invention;
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Fig. 2 a perspective view of a box which may be. used : :

in connection with the cards illustrated in Fig. 1; Fig.

3 a-plan view of a card forming part of my 1nventmn -

showing a different form; Fig. 4 a perspective view,
partly broken away, of a box which may be used in

connection with the cards’of Fig. 3; Fig. 5 is a perspec-
tive view, broken, of one of the rode used in connection

with Fig. 4; Fig. 6 is a partial end view of a card con-

temmg _receptecle showing another form of card select-
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ing means; Fig. 7, a perspective view partly broken, of

arod used in connection with Fig. 6; Fig: 8 an end view

of a card containing receptacle ehewmg still enether

~form of card separating means; and Fig. 9, a perepectwe
partly broken, of a rod Whlch may. be ueed in connec-

tion with Fig. 8.

In the drewmge 1, represents carde te d1fferent ones

of which, as shown in Fig. 1, 1 have epphed at one
edge, a series of recesses 2. Eeeh card, 1, is. prewded
with one recess and the recesses in 11ke cards are in
alinement.

In this view it will be noticed that the
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second and fifth cards, counting from the face, have

recesses in alinement. These cards, 1, may be used

3, shown in Fig. 2. This box is provided with g series

~in connection with the card containing receptacle box -
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of openings 4, on the front and back walls, 5 and 6 of

the same..
ble of receiving the card eeleetmg rod 7. When it is
desired to select a certain series of cards from the group,
the rod 7 will be inserted in that pair of holes, 4, which
corresponds in position to the recesses upon the cards
which it is desired to select.
ig deelred to eelect from a series ef cards centelnmg a

These openings are in alinement and capa-
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For instance, in case it~
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publisher’s éubscriptio'n list, all those cards which | cards having a straight portion, as 11, at this point will

would expire in February, the rod 7 would be placed in
the second pair of holes, 4, counting from the left in
IMig. 2, and the cards would be placed with the re-
cessed side down in the box.

All of the cards which presented a straight edge to
the rod 7, would lie on top of said rod, but those cards

which had a recess ai.this point would permit the rod

7 to enter said recess and the top of said cards would
therefore fall below the top of the remaining cards, to
an extent equal to the depth of the recess and said
cards would also project slightly to the side. The de-
sired cards would therefore be separated from the mass
and could be easily consulted and extracted if destred.

" Tor convenience in use I have provided the box .3,

with hinged side pieces 8 which facilitate the inspec-
. tlon dnd extraction of the separated cards.

In this
form in which my invention is embodied it will be
perceived that the. separation of the cards is accom-
plished by allowing the desired cards to drop below
the mass and jor certain uses this may be desirable, as
each card has only one recess punched into it and the
box is simple in construction.

I have shown in I'ig. 3 another form of card which
may be used in connectlon with my invention, by the
use of which those cards which arc desired to be sepa-
rated from the mass shall bé so separated by being
raised above the rest. This form of card, which I have
designated, 9, 1s provided on its under side with a sc-
ries of recesses, 10, at all those parts excepting at the

point' where it is designed' the character of the card |

- ¢hould be indicated, where a straight edge is presented
- aght11. 12 is a hole through which passes a rod for re-
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- gated so as to form a slot.

taining the cards in the case, which in this instance,
as the card has a vertcial movement is slightly elon-

In Fig. 4, 13 is one form of

" a:card containing receptacie -which may be used for
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receiving the-cards 9. It 1s shown as broken away in
front for convenience in inspecting the card selecting
bars-14, which are situated adjacent to the bottom of

" the box of this receptacle, and present a substantially
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flat surface to support the cards. The said bars 14 are

shown in: detail in Fig. 5 and are constructed with a {

shaft Iike portion 15, arranged eccentric with relation

to ‘the longitudinal axis of the main body portion of |

the said bars. - Each bar is journaled in openings 16 in
the front and rear walls of the card containing recep-
tacle, 13, and 1s mounted 8o as to revolve therein, and
cach bar is provided with a rounded head 17, s shown.

The cards 9, are placed in the card containing recep-

tacle 13 Wlth the recessed edges down or toward the

bottom of the box. - All of the bars 14 will be flat when
the cards are so inserted. The rod 18 may then be

placed in position to securely hold the cards or other

means may be employed should these means be objec-
tionable by reason of the necessary perforation in the
card to receive said rod 18. If it is desired to select
that: group of cards such as cards 9, which have the

straight edge 11, the second bar, counting from the left |

of Fig. 4, will be turned and the eccentric body portion

- of said bar will be brought into the vertical position
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in which one of the bars in Fig. 4 is shown. All of the:
~cards having recesses at the point indicated by 11 in

the cards 9, will be unaficcted by the turning of the

‘'said bar 14 which will enter the said reccsses. Those

bé raised and projected above the mass of cards and
they may then be easily consulted or if desired may be
extracted, by the removal of rod 18.

Tig. 6 Hlustrates still another form of box which may 70
be used in connection with cards 9,.and wherein the
rod may be locked in its raised posifion, so that the
cards will be securely held 1 such position.

Fig. 7 illustrates a rod 19 for use in connection with
the box Fig. 6. This rod has a rounded body portion
and a flattened shank 20 and one of the usual form of
rounded heads 21 18 provided at each end. The end
of the box Fig. 6 is provided with a serics of dumb-bell
shaped slots 22, through which pass the flattened
shanks 20 of the rods 19. When 1t 18 desired to raise 80
any particular group of cards the rod 19.1s turned so as -
to bring its flattened portion 20 in alinement with the
straight part 23 of the slot when 1t will easily pass
through it and the rod may then be raised and turned
and locked in its upper position as shown in Fig. 6.

Fig. 8 illustrates a simple manncr of constructing
the card contamming receptacle for use in connection
with the cards 9. In this form of box a simple rod as
in Fig. 9 may be used. - Here the box is provided at
one end with a series of L-shaped slots 24. The rod
25 has a round body and the usual rounded head.
This head is only desirable to present a neat appear-
ance as the rod 25, does not require to be turned and
can easily be lifted by the Bhingers pressing the ends of
the rod at the front and rear of the box, the rod pro-
jecting through therear wallfor that purpose. Boththe
rear and the front walls of the boxes illustrated in Fig. |
8 as well as in Fig. 6 will be equipped with slots of the
same character as are shown in these figures. In the
form shown 1n Fig. 8 the rods will be raised and pushed 100
sidewise on the horizontal part of the slot; raising with
them the cards.having the straight portion 11 adjacent
to the particular rod that is raised. Those cards in the
group not equipped with such straight portions 11, will
remain in their original position undisturbed. The 105
rounded heads of the rods have the function of firmly
holding the rod agamst longitudinal displacement dur-
ing use.

The operation of my irvention is fully described in
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the foregoing description of the apparatus. 110
The form of box which I have illustrated in Fig. 1
may be used especially as a separating box or 1t inay be
_one of the regular receptacles in which cards are kept.
Fig. 4 is intended to represent a permanent card

containing receptacle. 115

It 18 obvious that the recesses as shown may be ap-
plied to the cards at the time that the cards are manu-
factured, or should the character of the use to which
the said cards are put, render this undesirable, from
the iact that it may not be known until after the said 120
card 1s filled out to what particular class it will cventu-
ally belong, the recesses may be formed therein as soon
as this information is obtained and for this purpose it
may be desirable to indicate by printing or otherwise
the position of such recess.

Should an error be made in applying to the card the

distinguishing characteristics' by which the same is

129

. separated, or should for any reason a changc be desired

it may be easily corrected. In case it is an error in

* fﬁrmmg a recess a slip of paper may be pasted over it 130
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~produce the very thing they are designed to obviate:
Second, because it is much simpler and surer to em-
| body such differences in contour at the lower odgoo,

guishing characteristics might be formed in the cards

shown, nor is it cssential that the: partlcular form of

teristics on the lower edge thercof, cards belonging to the

867

; o.nd 8 freoh recess cut. Such added piece ohould be |
the full depth of the card to prevent catching.

It is obvious, that by the use of my invention cer-
| .

and that the liability of error due to the fallibility of
the operator is overcome. It is conveniently arranged

“so that the operator may. make certain that all of the

cards separated are withdrawn for reference, for by
hftmg the cards from the box a glance along the lmo
of recesses will clearly indicate if any cards remain;
The cards used in connection with my invention may
obviously be made of any suitable material, such as

~ card board, a.lumlmum or thm sheet motal of a.ny de-

gired kind.

The dlfferenceo in contour, by meansof which in con-
nection with my apparatus, I am enabled to select the
desired ‘cards, are not to be applied to the top -edge. of
the cards for two reasons: First, because that edge 1s

_constantly oxposod to handling ‘and if projections are

iised they are extremely apt to be broken off and so

and the bars or rods are better conoea,led a,nd may al-
ways be in place. - | Ny
Although I have shown recesses as the JTneans by

because I regard them as the most advantageous from
several points of view, it is obvious that other distin- I

which in codperation with the separating means in the |
receptacles would . produce the result. I therefore
do not wish to limit myself to the use of recesses as |

card - scparating means illustrated by me should be
uscd, as my invention mlght oaslly be producod in
other formo but

Whot I clalm and desuo to Bocuro by Letters. P&t—

ent 18:

1. In a ecard mdoxlng system, -a series of cards distin-
ruished by groups, cach card having distinguiqhiuw charac-

same group having said eharacteristics in line, means for
hﬂldlﬂ“‘ said cards in mass normally in uniform position,

a-plurality of card qopamting rods, permanently secured

in said card holdmg means, underlying the mass of said

5()

 ously sopmato all of the cards of any desired group,sub-
- Iatdntlally as dosu ibed. | -
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cards and ‘separately conholling cach group and adapted

 to operate upon the ' lower edges thereof, means for oper-

ating said sepnmtlntr rods extending outside of said card
liolder, the said scparating rods so arranged as to be mef*
feetive until oper ated and upon operation to simultane-.

In a card mdoxmg system, a receptacle for the cards
wholom 'said cards are normally held in uniform position
and separating means in said receptacle extending through-

~_out the lower part thereof and opel;atinfr in- connection
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" aratine means will be qlmultanoouﬂy separated and held

- guished by groups and plovided with distinguishing char-

with the lower edges of said cards, a connection to said

separating means outside of said receptacle for operating
the same whereby all the cards will be held in the same

[]ﬂ‘-‘.ltlﬂn until said separating means are operated where- |
upon all cards whose .lower edges are affected by said sep-

in aopalatod pos1tlon to permit the removal of a part or all l
ther eof, quhotqntmllv as deseribed. | - :
‘3. In a card indexing system, a series of cdards distin- |

. aeteristics on the lower edge thereof; the position of which |

70 .

on each card determines the character of the card, cards in
the same group being ‘similarly distinguished, a receptacle
adapted to contaiu said cards and to hold the same nor-

f
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mollyjr in uniform pooition irrespective of the arrangemont
thereof, a plurality of permanent means in sald receptacle
underlying the mass of said cards and cobperating with
“said diotinguishing characteristics, and separately con-

8
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- trolling each group whereby the cards of any desired group -

may be oimultaneouoly geparated, means outslide of said re-
ceptacle for controlling sald separating means, means.for

holding either of said separating means In separating posi- .

tion the said@ parts so arranged that said cards will Dbe

unaffected by said separating means until the. sa‘me are op-

rorated substantially as deocrihed

80

"4, In a card indexing system, & series of cards providod o

with distinguishing characteristics on an edge thereof, 2
receptacle- adapted to receive said cards, and bars in said

receptacle operating in connection with the distingulshing.
characteristics in said cards, each bar extending across the
.entire mass of said cards and adapted to select therefrom
"all cards having like distmguishing ohoraoter!stics, sub-

stantially as described.

guished by groups and provided with distinguiohing char-

acteristics on the lower edge thereof, cards of the same |

group having like characteristics, a receptacle adapted to
receive said cards and to hold the same normally in uni-
forin position, and a bar in gaid receptacle underlying all

85
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5. In a card indexing system, a series of cards distin-
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of said cards and operating in connection. with the distin- |

guishing characteristics In the lower edges thereof and
adapted to separate any desired group of sald cards from

‘thé mass, means for-holding sald bar in soparating posi-

‘tion, a projection on sald bar outside of sald receptacle for

100

operating the same, upon the operation of which all of the

cards whose distinguishing characteristics are adjacent to
said bar, will be slmu}taneously oeparated from the re-
maining cards, substantially as described.

- guished by groups each of which is provided with a distin-
guishing characteristic on an edge thereof at a predeter-
mined point to determine its character, cards of the same

- 1038

6. In a card indexing system, a series of cords distin-

group being similarly distinguished, and a card containing_ 110

receptacle adapted to hold said cards normally in uniform

- position, and a plurality of card separating rods extending

across the entire mass of such cards, separately controlling

each group and adapted to select any desired group from
the mass and .in contact with but disconnected therefrom,
operating means outside sald receptacle, connected to said
separating means, upon the opolatlon of which means all

of the cards having like distinguishing characterlstmo Will

be simultaneously separated from the mass, and means for
lockmg either of said rods m separating pomtion f-}ubstdn-

tlally as described.

1195

120

7. ITn a card indexing syotom a card reoeiving recep- .

taolo provided with a series of openings in its front and

back walls, a series of cards each of which is provided at a

125

predetermined point upon its lower edge with a distinguish-

ing characteristic to determine its character, like cards hav-

ing distingunishing characteristics in alinemerit, and rotary
means underlying all of said cards and.journaled in said
oponingo co-acting with the said distinguishing character-
istics for simultaneously selecting all cards whose- distin-

guishing characteristics are adjacent to the particular.

selectlng means oporated substantially as deseribed. "

8. A series of record cards, distmguishod in groups by |
" differences in thie contour of the lower edges, a receptacle

for said cards wherein the distlngmqhing portion’ of cards
in the same group are held in alinement and said cards are

rod underlying all of said cards and co-acting therewith
whereby all of the cards of any desired group may be simul-
‘ taneously selected, and means for locking said rod in sepa-
rating position substantially as described. -

9. A series of record cards, comprising -a plurality of

groups diotinguiqhod from each - other by distinguishing
contours, a receptacle for sald cards aﬂapted to hold the
same normally in nniform pomtlon ‘and a plurality of sepa-
rating rods in said receptacle cobperating with said ecards

130
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- normally maintained in uniform ];}U‘iltlﬂll and a separating’ ’
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but disconnected therefrom whereby all of the cards of the

same group may be s1mu1tanoouqu selected, and "means
outside of ‘1&1(1 receptacle for operating said selecting
~means, and means for locking any of said rods in its sepa-
1otmg position substantially as doseriheﬂ | |

150
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10. A series of record cards, comprising a plurality of
groups, distinguished by differences in contour, cards -of
the same group having the same ‘contour, and a card con-
taining receptacle provided with a series of bars, each bar
extendmg across the entire mass and controlling a group
of cards and adepted in operation to select all of the

- cards comprised in said group from the mass, substantlally
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as described.
11, A series of record cards, comprising a plumlit}r of

oroups, dlstlngulshed by differences in contour, cards of

the same group having the same contour, and a card con-

taining receptacle provided with means whereby a selected |
- group of saild cards may be raised above the mass, com-

prising a series of bars eaeh bar exiending across the

entire mass and controlling a group of “eards and adapted |
1111 operation to select all of the ealde comprised In said

group from the mass, substantially as described.

12. A series of record cards comprising s plurality of
groups, each of said cards having a part of one edge cut
away; cards of the same group having the uncut parts of
the said edge in iine, and out of line with the uncut parts
of the edges of cards of other groups, a receptacle for

said " cards and_ means codperating with said edges to

simultaneously select all of the cards of the same group,
substantially as deseribed.

13. A series of record cards comprising a plurality of

groups, each ¢ard provided-with a plurality of recesses,
and with a straight portion, cards in the same group hav-
ing their straight portions in alinement and means co-

operating therewith to simultanecusly separate all of the

cards of the same group from the mass of eards, and a
receptacle for said cards, substantially ag described.

14. A card containing and separating receptacle provided
with a series of separating bars whose upper edges are
normally flush with the bottoms of the cards, openings in

the front and rear walls of the receptacle in line with
~each of said bars and operating means for each hDar outside

of the receptacle, upon the operation of which means the
connected bar will rise above -the bettem of the box, sub-
stantially as described.

15. A card containing and separating receptaele provided

| with a series of separating bars, which control the entire
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adjacent edge of the cards and whose upper . edges are
normally flush with the Dbottoms of the eards, openings
in the front and rear walls of the receptacle in line with
each of said bars and operating means for each bar out-

- side of the receptacle, upon the operation of which means

the connected bar will rise above the bettem ef the recep-

- t‘lele substantially as described.
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16. A card containing and EEpﬂPﬂtlll"' receptacle provided
with a series of separating bars .whose upper edges are

mormally in the same plane, openings in the front and

rearr walls of the receptacle, in line. with each of sald
bars and operating means for each bar outside of the re-
ceptacie, upon the operation of which means the con-

_nected bar will rise above the bottom of the receptacle,

and means for locking said bar in its raised position, sub-
stantially as described. -

17. A card contalning and eepamting receptacle, pro-
vided with a series of grooves, and slots in line with the
ends  thereof adapted to receive a selecting rod and to
allow =said rod to move into or out of either of said
grooves, and a selecting rod adnpted to enter said slots
and grooves, substantially as descrlbed

18. A card containing and separating reeept&cie, pro-
vided with a series of grooves, slots in line with the ends
thereof, selecting rods in said slots and normally in said
grooves, and means whereby said rods may be raised and
locked in the raised poeltion, substantially as described.

19. In a card indexing system, a series of cards dis-
tinguished in groups by differences of each ecard in con-
tour bhelow the top edge, cards of the same group having

. the same contour, a card receptacle adapted to hold all
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said cards. normally in uniform position, means in said
receptacle adapted to engage the outer edges of said

eards, whereby cards of the same contour may- be simul-

taneously separated from the mass, means whereby said

separating means may be locked in the separating posi-
tion, subshmtially as descrihed |
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20. In a card indexing system, a series of cards haxing
differences in contour, cards of the same class having the

same contour, & card receptacle, means in said recepiacle
adapted to engage the outer edges of said cards, whereby
cards of the same contour may Dle simultaneously sepa-
rated from the mass, and means whereby said separvating

means may be locked in the separating position, said sep-

arated cards Deing capable of removal from the mass

without disturbing said separating means, suhstqntlally
as deseribed.

21. A seriee of record cards distinguished in groups by

differences in the contour of the lower edges, cards of the
same group having the same contour, a receptacle adapted
to receive said cards and hold the same normally in uni-

form position, separating means permanently held in
said receptacle and means for operating snid separating

| means upon the operation of which all of the cards of any

one group may be simuitaneously separated from the mess,
substantially as described.

22. A series of record cards distinguished in groups hy
differences in the contour of the lower edges, cards of the
same group having the same contour, a 1eeepteele adapted
to receive said cards and hold the same normally in uni-
form position, separating means permandéntly held in said
receptacle and controlling the entire length of an edge of
saild cards and means for operating said separating means
upon the operation of a portion of which all of the cards
of any one group may be simultaneously separated {rom

the mass, substantially as described.

23. A series of record cards distinguished in groups by
differences in the contour of the lower edges, cards of the
same group having the same contour, a receptacle adapted
to receive said cards and hold the same normally in uni-
form position, eepal ating means permanently held in said
receptacle and ‘means for operating said separating means
upon the operation of which all of the cards of any one

| .group may Dbe simultaneously separated from the mass,

and means -for holding said cards in separated position,
substantially as deseribed.

24. In a card indexing system, a series ei’ cards distin-
guished in groups by differences in contour of each card
below the top edge, cards of the same group having the
same contour, a card receptacle adapted to hold all said
cards normally in uniform position, and means perma-
nently secured in said receptacle adapted to engage the

- edges of said cards below the top edge whereby cards of

the same contour may Dbe simultaneously separated, and
any one or ali of said cards removed from the mass, with-
out changing the adjustment . of said sepmating means,
substantially as described.

25. In a card indexing system, a series of cards hm*inw
differences in contour, cards of the same class having the
same contour, a card receptacie, means in said receptacle
adapted to engage the outer edges of said cards, whereby
cards of the same contour may be simultaneously sep:a-
rated from the mass, and means whereby sald separating
means may be locked in the separating position, substan-
tially as described.

26. In a card indexing system, a series of cm‘de divided
in groups by differences in contour, cards of the same
group having like distinguishing characteristies, which are
in line and are out of line with the distinguishing char-
acteristics of cards in the other groups, a card receiving
receptacle provided with a series of openings, in line with
said distinguishing characteristics, each of which is adapted

to receive a separating rod, a separating rod operable from

the outside of the receptacle adapted to cooperate with
the said distinguishing characteristics to select all the
cards of a desired group and separate them from the mass

-and maintain them in separated position and permit them

to be withdrawn, in part or whole, without changing the
position of the separating rod, substantially as deseribed.

27. A serles of record cards distinguished in groups by
differences in the coutour of an edge, cards belonging to the
same group having their said edges similarly shaped and a
receptacle for said cards provided with a selecting member
extending across the entire mass of cards, and coiiperat-
ing with said differences in contour, means for controlling
said-selecting member from the outside of said receptacle,
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whereby all’ of the cards of any desired group may be
simultaneously separated from the mass of cards, sub-
stantially as described. _— | ‘

98. A series of record cards, distinguished in groups by

distinguishing characteristics on an edge thereof, cards of .

the same group having their distinguishing characteristics
in line, and a receptacle for said cards provided with a
selecting member underlying all of sald cards, a connec-
tion to said selecting member from without the receptacle
whereby all of the said cards Dbelonging to any one group

may be simultaneously separated from the mass of cards,
- substantially as described. | | |

29. A series of cards disti

of the same group having their distinguishing character-
istics in line and out of line with those of other groups,
a receptacle adapted to receive said cards, selecting means
in said receptacle extending across the entire mass of cards

" and - operable from the outside of the receptacle and
90

adapted to engage the adjacent edges of the cards at differ-
ent points of their width and to simultaneously separate
from the mass all the cards of any desired group, by co-
operation with the said distinguishing characteristics, sub-
stantially as described. & |

30. A series of record cards distinguished by groups, by

~ recesses on an edge thereof, cards of the same group hav-

ing - their recesses in line, a receptacle for said cards, a
selecting member in the lower part thereof extending en-
tivrely across the cards and operable from the outside of

the receptacle and adapted to engage the adjacent edges

of the entire mass of . cards at différent points in their

| nguishe;ﬂ by groups, by dis-
tinguishing characteristics on an edge of said cards, cards

’

'\‘

S

width, and to select from the mags all the cards of any

desired group by cooperation with the said recesses, sub- -

stantially as described.

31. A card index system compriSing ﬁ_ separating DboX,
q series of ecards provided at- different points in their

class of the card, cards of the same class having their
recesses in line, selecting means in said box underlying the

‘whole mass of cards, adapted, in coiperation with said
recesses, to select all the eards of any desired class from

the entire mass of cards; and a connection to said selecting

fneans, outside said box, substantially as described. -

32. A series of record cards distinguished in groups by
differences in the coutour of an edge, cards belonging to

the same group having their said edges similarly shaped,

and a receptacle for said cards provided with a selecting

member extending across the entire series of cards and

outside of the same, and adapted to-engage different points

in the width thereof, a connection to said selecting mem-
ber outside said receptacle, said selecting member adapted

to simultaneously separate from the mass of cards, all the

‘cards belonging to any desired group wherever located

and to enable said group to be removed without _disturbing
the selecting member, substantially as described.
In testimony wheréof I have hereunto set my band in

‘the presence of two subscribing witnesses.

‘ WILLIAM M. STRETCH.

Witnesses : | | |
AporrHa K. DINSY,
A. C. FISCHER.
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width with recesses, the position of which determines the-
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