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To all whom it may concern:
Be 1t known that I, Epwin R. ORBIN a citizen of the
United States, 1'esiding at Duquesne, in the county of

- Allegheny and State of Pennsylvania, have invented
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certain new and useful Improvements in Curtain-
Stretchers, of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to a frame of novel form de-
signed most especially for stretching lace curtaing after

being laundered, and which may be used to advantage
tor supporting quilts, counterpanes, bed covering gen-
erally and draperies, such as portiéres. |

The invention contemplates, essentially, a metallic
frame adjustable in length and width and a supporting
structure therefor, the latter adapted to sustain the

frame in any required position and likewise serving

to brace the frame and prevent warping or twisting

thereof when subjected to tension by the curtain or

other article attached thereto.

For a full description of the mvention and the merits
thereof and also to acquire a knowledge of the details of
cohstmctian ancd the means for effecting the result,
reference 1s to be had to the following description and
*Lccomp‘mymn' drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a front view of a stretcher frame and sup-

ports therefor embodying the invention.  Fig. 2 is
an end view of the parts illustrated in Fig. 1. IFig. 3
18 o detall perspective view of a corner section. Fig. 4

1s a detail view of a corner section, having the members

folded. Tig.bHisa crosssection on the line z—w of Ifig.
1, showing the parts on a larger scale.
Corresponding and like parts are referred to in the
following description and indicated in all the Vlems of
the drawings by the same reference characters. |

The frame 1s collapsible and adjustable and compr ises

four corner sections, each section consisting of hmcred
members and a brace, the latter serving to maintain

‘the rectangular outline of the frame when in service.

Each member of a corner section 1s of like formation,

being constructed of angle iron having hooks along the

edge of one flange to receive the curtain or other article
to be attached to the frame either for drying, airing or
other purpose. The wings or flanges of the angle iron
are arranged relatively at a right angle to each other and

. one of the flanges or wings, namely, that arranged at a
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right angle to the plane of the [rame when set up, has an
Inclined portion 1 which 15 bent to extend at approxi-

mately five degrees from the plane of the wing or flange.
The hooks or pins 2 are provided |

from which it springs.
along the edge of the inclined portion 1 and are spaced
apart a short distance to insure proper engagement of

the curtain or other fabric therewith.

‘The members 3 of the corner sections may be of like

or uncqual length, depending upon the design of the

frame, and in practice 1t i1s preferred that such mem-
bers be of unequal length. Corresponding members of
the corner scctions are adapted to overlap when the

| framie is set up and are secur ed by means of fastenings

4 which pass through slots 5 in the members, the con-
struction being such as to admit of the members of ad-
Jacent corner sections sliding one upon the other to vary
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the size of the frame to suit the nature of the work in

hand. The hooks or pins 2 curve outwardly in the

same direction as the flanges or wings arranged in the

plane of the frame, with the result that the curtain or
other drapery or article is prevented from accidental
disengagement from the hooks either by a current of
alr or from other cause. | |

The members 3 may be hinged in any manner and
the braces 6 are pivoted to one member at 7, and are
detachably connected with the other member and are
fastened thereto by bolts 8 or like means. |

When the frame is collapsed or reduced to compact

form to be stowed away, the members of the corner sec-

tions are folded one upon the other, after the bolts or
fastenings 8 have been removed from one end of the
braces 6. |

- When the frame is set up for use, the corner sections
are stayed by means of the braces, their free ends being
secured by means of the bolts or fastenings 8 and the
overlapped ends of corresponding members of the sec-
tions are secured in the adjusted position by means of

bolts or fastenings 4.
IFor holding the frame in upllﬂ'ht position and bracing

the same, supports are provided, each support consist-

‘ing of a bar 9 and a brace 10, the latter being pivoted or

hinged at 11 to the bar 9. Oblong openings 12 are
formed in the lower ends of the bars 9 and braces 10 to
receive stakes or pins 13 which are driven into the

ground so as to hold the supports in the desired position

The bars 9 and braces 10
A slot 14 1s pro-

against casual displacement.
are likewise formed from angle iron.

vided in the upper portion of each bar 9 and an opening
15 is formed near its lower end. The horizontal mem-

bers of the corner sections are formed with slots 16
which receive bolts or fastenings 17 employed for con-
necting the frame to the bars 9 of the supports.

cally and horizontally.
The pins 13 are formed at one end with an eye and

the opposite end portion is made tapering and formed

with a thread, thereby admitting of either tightening
or loosening the pins by inserting a rod or bar in the

eye and turning the pin either to the right or to the

left, as may be required. When the supports are set
up, they are made secure by passing the pins 13 through
the openings 12 of the parts 9 and 10, the screw pointed
ends of said pins being forced into the ground either by
delivering blows thereon. or by the application of pres-
sure thereto and simultaneously turning the same.

It is observed that the supports are located interme-
diate of the end bars of the frame, hence serve to stay
and brace the same and prevent warping and twisting

The
' slots 14 and 16 admit of adjusting the frame both verti-
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thereof, when in service. The angle bar from which
the frame is constructed may be of sheet steel bent into
required shape or may be formed of any designed metal,
and In the event of iron or steel being employed, the
same may betinned or galvanized to prevent corroding
or oxidizing. The hooks or pins 2 are integrally formed
by pressing, stamping or cutting an edge portion of a
flange or wing, and said hooks or pins are made rounding
or otherwise finished to prevent the formation of sharp
corners which would be liable to injure lace curtains
or other fabric attached to the frame for drying or other

- purpose.

- Having thus described the invention, what is claimed
as new 1s: |

1. A stretcher frame comprising corner sections, each
corner section comprising hinged members, corresponding

members of the corner sections being adapted to overlap

and having longitudinal slots to receive fastenings by
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means of which the sections are adjustably coninected, and
a brace for each corner section pivotally connected to one
member of the section and detachably connected to the
other member of the section. |

2, In combination, a stretcher frame comprising corner
sections each corner section consisting of hinged members,
corresponding members of the corner sections being
adapted to overlap and having longitudinal slots to receive
fastenings by means of which the sections are adjustably
and detachably connected, one member of each corner
section being provided with a longitudinal slot 16, and
supports for said frame, said supports embodying a pair
of bars and Dbraces therefor, and fastenings 17 secured to
sald bars and extending through the slots 16 of the corner
sections. '

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in presence
of two witnesses.

EDWIN R. ORBIN. [L. 8.]

Witnesses
H'RED. GERDTS,
JOSEPH FrY.
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