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Lo all whom 1t may concern: |

Be 1t known that we, ExMER . HurcHiNg and Ja-
con J. DAL, citizens of the United States, residing at
Loyal, 1n the county of Clark and State of Wisconsin,
have mvented a new and useful Rural-Mail-Carrier’s
Box, of which the following is a specification.

The imvention relates to a rural mail carrier’s box.

The object of the present invention is to provide a
simple, Inexpensive and efficient box or case designed
particularly for use by rural mail carriers, but adapted
for general use as a file box or case, and capable of facili-
tating and expediting the handling of mail matter.

A further object of the invention is ta provide a
mal1l box designed to be mounted on a suitable support
within a buggy, or other vehicle, and adapted to enable
mall to be quickly packed and held in a perpendicular
position, and capable of being quickly removed and
of being conveniently carried in the hand, while de-
positing the maill in the stationary mail boxes along
the route.

The invention™also has for its object to provide a
mail box having an adjustable follower adapted to be
readily moved In either direction with one hand, so

as to leave the other hand free for placing mail matter

in and removing the same from the box.

With these and other objects in view, the invention
consists 1n the construction and novel combination of
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated in the
accompanying drawing, and pointed out in the claims
hereto appended; it being understood that wvarious
changes in the form, proportion, size and minor details
of construction, within the scope of the claims, may
be resorted to without departing from the spirit or sac-
rificing any of the advantages of the invention.

In the drawing:—Figure 1 is a perspective view of a
mall carrier’s box constructed in accordance with this
invention. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view of
the same. Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional view on the
line 3—3 of Iig. 2. Tig. 4 is a detail perspective view
of the follower and the means for locking the same
against backward movement.

Like numerals of reference designate corresponding

parts 1n all the figures of the drawing.

1 designates a mail hox or case open at the top and
at one end and detachably mounted on a base 2, which
s provided at intervals with perforations for the re-
ception of screws, or othersuitable fastening devices for
securing the base to a suitable support. The hox may
be constructed of any desired size, and in practice a
mail wagon or other vehicle will be equipped with a
plurality of such boxes. The base is designed to be
mounted i a buggy, wagon, or other vehicle, and it is
provided with a longitudinal recess 4, which receives
a depending bar or member 5, secured to the lower face

tudinally of the same. The projecting or depending
portion or member 5 of the bottom is provided at one
end with a beveled tongue 7, formed by cutting AWAY
the projecting portion or member 5, and detachably
interlocked with a cross piece 8 of the base. The cross
piece 8, which is arranged at the rear end of the base,
spans the recess, and is spaced from the bottom thereof
to form an opening for the tongue 7, and is provided
with an inclined or beveled lower face for engaging the
beveled upper face of the said tongue. By this con-
struction the rear end of the box is slidably interlocked
with the base. The projecting portion or member 5
of the bottom of the box is of the same width as the re-
cess 4, and fits snugly within the same, as clearly
shown 1n Fig. 3 of the drawing.

The front end of the mail box is detachably secured
to the base by means of a pivoted catch 9, consisting

of a piece of spring steel, or other resilient-material,

secured at one end to the front end of the base, by
means of a screw 10, or other suitable fastening device,
and provided adjacent to its other end with a perfora-
tion 11, which is adapted to receive a projection 12.
The catch is of a length to extend a short distance above
the bottom of the box, when it is in engagement with

‘the projection 12, and the upper end 13 of the catch is

curved outwardly to form a grip or handle portion to
cnable it to be readily grasped by the operator. The
resilient catch is adapted to be drawn outward to dis-
engage 1t from the projection 12, and it may then be
swung downwardly to a horizontal position to arrange
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it out of the way and to also release the mail box.

The mail box maythen be readily lifted from the base.

The letters and other mail matter are engaged and
clamped in & perpendicular position by means of a fol-
lower 14, preferably constructed of metal, and extend-
ing transversely of the box 1, as clearly shown in Figs.
1 and 2 of the drawing. The follower, which extends
entirely across the mail box 1, has a flat vertical inner
face, and it 1s provided at its outer face with a horizon-
tal projecting handle or grip consisting of a head 15 and
a stem 16. The head 15, which is arranged horizon-

tally, extends laterally from opposite sides of the stem,

which 1s preferably cast integral with the follower. By
this construction the handle or grip is adapted to be
readily grasped between two of the fingers to enable
the thumb to be conveniently used for operating the
locking mechanism, which secures the follower in its
adjustment. The follower is provided at opposite sides
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with horzontal slides 17, preferably formed integral

with the follower 14, and extending in advance and in
rear of the same, but the said slides 17, which operate
in horizontal guides or ways 18 of the sides 19 of the
box, may be constructed in any other preferred mai-
ner. These slides, which consist of horizontal and ver-

of the bottom bar of the box 1 and extending longi- i tical flanges, are substantially L-shaped 1n cross section
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ends of the pawls or dogs 21.
which are substantially housed within the guides 17,
consist of levers and have short outer arms, which are
connected by a transverse bar 23. The inner ends of

2.

and form lower loﬁgitudinal recesses 20 for the recep-
tion of pivoted pawls or dogs 21. The pawls or dogs

21 are pivoted by rivets 22, or other suitable fastening

devices to the vertical flanges or por tions of the slides
17, and the pivots 22 are located adjacent to the outer
- The pawls or dogs 21,

the pmwls or dogs are provided with heads or Leeth 25
for engaging horizontal ratchet bars 26.

The horizontal ratchet bars 26, which are plowded'

at their upper edges with teeth, are mounted in the
orooves or ways 18 of the sides 19.0f the box 1.
grooves or ways, which extend from the front of the
box to the rear wall 27, have upper and lower horizon-
tal gliding edges, and the sides are recessed at the bot-

tom of the grooves or ways to provide spaces for the
‘horizontal ratchet bars, which are-located below the

bottom eliding edges of the grooves or ways. = The teeth

of the ratchet bars are beveled at their outer sides or

~ faces, and are provided at their inner sides or faces with
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provided at its

shoulders arranged to be engaged by the heads of the
pivoted pawls or dogs, whereby the follower 18 locked
against backward or outward movement.

The outer arms of the pivoted pawls or dogs are con--
‘nected to the ends of the transverse bar 23 by means
of terminal pivots 28, which are m{mnted on the ends
of the bar 23 and which are arranged in suitable perfo--
rations of the short outer arms of the pivoted pawls or

dogs. The long inner arms of the pivoted pawls or dogs:
are of sufficient weight to maintain the heads 25 nor-

mally in engagement with the ratchet bars.

by a coiled spring 29, disposed on a shank 30 of a ver-
tical movable operating device 31, which is provided
at the upper end of the shank 30 with a suitable head,
adapted to be depressed by the thumb of the mail car-
rier or other person for lifting the heads or engaging

portions of the pawls or dogs out of engagement with

the ratchet bars. The shank 30, which is guided in
an opening of the stem 16 of the handle of the follower,

is secured at its lower end to the bar 23 and has a re-
duced portlon forming a shoulder against which the
upper end of the coiled spllng 29 abuts. The lower re-
duced end of the stem pierces the bar 23, being suit-
ably fastened in a perforation thereof, as cleally 1ndi-

cated in Tig. 2 of the drawing. The opening of the

stem 16 is enlarged to form a socket for the coiled spring

29, which rests upon the bottom of the enlarged portion
or socket of the opening of the stem 16. The handle or

orip of the follower and the operating device 31 are
adapted to be readily grasped between the thumb and
fingers of the operator, for enabling the locking mech-
anism and the follower to be simultaneously adjusted
with one hand, so as to leave the other hand of the op-
erator free for removing the contents of the box or for
placing mail or other matter within the same.

The mail box, which may be constructed of any suit-
able material, is preferably reinforced at the front end

of the sides 19 by vertical cleats or bars 32, and 1t 1s
front with a transversely disposed han-
The handle 33, which is arranged in a horizon-

dle 33.

tal position, 1s curved outwmdly, and its terminals are

being preferably cast integral with the same.

lower sections or members of the sides.

" The

The ac-.
tion of the pivoted pawls or dogs is rendered positive
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cleats or bars 32 are secured by screws or other suitable
fastening devices to the exterior of the box. The

‘grooves or ways 18 of the sides 19 of the box may be

conveniently formed by slotting the sides, or by con-
structing the sides of upper and lower spaced members,

" the open slots or spaces being covered by exteriorly ar-
‘ranged plates 34 in the manner shown.

- These plates
cover the slots or openings, and brace the upper and
The vertical
cleats 32 and the handle 33 brace the box, and asgsist

in providing a structure of great strength and dur ability.
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Tt will be seen that the device is exceedingly simple

and inexpensive in construction, that it will take up

but a small amount of space within a vehicle, and that
it 1s easily operated and not liable to get out of order.

Having thus fully described our invention, what we-
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent,

ig— ) »

1. In a device of the class described, the combinat_ion of
a box provided at opposite sides with ratchet bars, a fol-

lower slidably connected with the box and having a grip
~or handle for adjusting it, locking means mounted on the .

follower for engaging the ratchet bars to lock the follower

“against outward or backward movement, and means mount-

ed on. the handle or grip of the -follow_el for operating
the locking means.

2. In a deviece of the class descrlbed t]:ie combination of

a box a follower slidable on the box and having a grip or

handle, locking means for securing the follower awamst
backward or outward movement, and an operating device

mounted on the grip or handle of the fﬂllﬂwezt a,nd con-

nected with the said locking means.

3. In a device of the class described, the combmatmn of.
a box, a follower. glidable within the same and having a
erip or handle, opposite ratchet Dbars arranged at the
sides of the hox, pawls or dogs mounted on the follower
at the opposite side of the box for engaging the ratchet
bars, and an operating device mounted on the handle or
orip of the follower and connected with the pawls or dogs.

4. In a device of the class described, the combination of

‘a box provided with opposite ratchet bars, a follower op-

erating within the Dox and having a grip or handle,

pivoted pawls or dogs carried by the follower for engaging -

110

the ratchet bars, a cross bar connecting the pawls or dogs,
and an operating device mounted on the grip or handle of
the follower and secured to the connecting bar,

5. In a device of the class described, the combination of
a Dox provided.at opposite sides with guides, ratchet bars

secured to the sides of the box, a follower provided with
dogs pivotally

slidles operating in the guides, pawls or
mounted on the slides for engaging the ratchet bars, and
means mounted on the follower at a point between the
sides of the box for operating the pawls or dogs..

6. In a device .of the class described, the combination of.

a Dbox provided at opposite sides with guide grooves,
rdtehet bars mounted in the gnide grooves, a follower pro-
vided at opposite sides with horizontal slides operating

~within the grooves, said follower being provided between
the slides with a grip or handle, pawls or dogs mounted on

the slides and engaging the ratchet bars, and means
mounted on the grip or handle of the follower for op-
erating the pawls or dogs. o

7. In a device of the class described, the combination of
a box provided at opposite sides with guides, ratchet bars
mounted on the sides of the box, a follower provided with
slides operating in the guide, said slides Dbeing substan-

tially L-shaped in cross section and having longitudinal

recesses, pawls or dogs mounted in the recesses of the
slides and engaging the ratchet bars, and means carried by
the follower for operating the pawls or dogs. o

8. In a device of the class described, the combination of
a box provided at opposite sides with
mounted on the sides of the box at the said guides a fol-

connected to the upper ends of the cleats or bals 32, | lower pwwded with slides operating in the guides and
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éxfenﬂing in advance and in rear of the follower, pawls
o dogs extending longitudinally of the slides and arranged
within the same 1or securing the follower in its adjust-
ment, and means carried by the follower for operating the
pawls or dogs.

J. In a device of the class described, the combination of
a box provided at opposite sides with ratchet bars, a
follower slidable within the box and having a grip or
handle, pawls or dogs pivotally mounted on the follower
at opposite sides of the box and engaging the ratchet
bars, a transverse bar extending entirely across the hox
and connecting the pawls or dogs, and an operating device
having a shank or portion movably mounted on the grip or
handle and connected with the transverse har,

10, In a device of the class described, the combination of
a box provided at opposite sides with ratchet bars, a fol-
lower slidable on the Lox and provided with a grip or
handle, pawls or dogs pivotally mounted on the follower
Al opposite sides of the box and engaging the ratchet
hars, a transverse bar located beneath the grip or handle
and connected to the pawls or dogs, an operating device
having a shank or portion piercing the grip or handle of
the follower and connected with the transverse bar, and a

spring housed within the grip or handle of the follower
and engaging the operating device for holding the pawls
or dogs In engagement with the ratchet hars,

11. In a device of the class described, the combination of
2 box provided at opposite sides with guides, ratchet bars
mounted on the sides of the box, a follower provided at
an Intermediate point with a handle or grip and having
slides at its ends operating in the guides of the box, pawls
or dogs pivoted at an intermediate point to the slides to
form inner and outer arms, the inner arms being provided
with means for engaging the ratchet bars, a cross bar con-
necting the ounter arms of the pawls or dogs and located
heneath the grip or handle, and an operating deviece
mounted on the grip or handle and connected with the

cross bhar for operating the pawls or dogs.

In testimony, that we claim the foregoing as our own,
we have hereto affixed our signature in the presence of two
witnesses.

ELMIER If, ITUTCHINS.
JACODB J. SALA,

Witnesses ; . |
NICK KIASSEN,

II. HasnuTL.
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