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To all whom 1t may concern.:

Be it known that I, Joux McNEIL, a subject of the
King of Great DBritain, residing at Reserve Mines,
county of Cape Breton, in the Province of Nova Scotia,
Canada, have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements 1 Spikes; and I do hereby declare that
the following 1s o full, clear, and exact description of
the invention, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which 1t appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to railroad spikes.

The object of my invention is to provide a spike
which may be locked under a projecting part such as a
railway rail, and which may be unlocked so that 1t
may be withdrawn. |

My invention consists of the construction, combina-
tion, and arrangement of parts, as herein illustrated,
described, and claimed. |

In the accompanying drawings, forming part of this
appliication, I have 1illustrated one form of embodi-
ment of my invention, 1n which drawings similar refer-
ence character designate corresponding parts, and
1n which:

Figure 1 1s a side elevation of a spike showing this
application to a railway rail and tie; Fig. 2 is a rear
elevation; Ifig. 3 1s a front elevation; Fig. 4 1s a longi-
tudinal section; and, Fig. 5 is a plan view of an unlock-
ing key.

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates the body
of the spike provided with a head 2 and a pomnt 3.
The rear side of the body 1 is provided with a longi-
tudinal recess 4 in which is disposed a tongue 5 having
1ts lower end 6 secured in the groove 4.

The body 11s provided with a downwardly extending
opening 7 at an angle to the longitudinal axis of the
body 1 to permit the insertion of a member 8 when the
spike 1s driven into the f1e 9.

In the operation of locking the spike it is first driven
into the tie 9 with the tongue 5 disposed in the groove

4. After being driven home, the member 8 is inserted
into the opening 7 and the tongue 5 is forced away from
the body 1 adjacent its top, as shown in Fig. 1. In
this position the tongue 5 locks beneath the under sur-
face of the base flange 10 of a railway rail or similar
part. | |
T'o unlock the tongue 5 I provide a tapered key 11
having a head 12 and an offset lug 13.
key 11 1s driven under the rail to slightly raise the
same and the lug 13 is forced against the tongue 5
which 1s thereby driven back into the groove 4. The

spike may then be easily withdrawn in the usual:

manner.
Having thus fully described my invention, what I

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent is:
1. A raiiroad spike comprising a body, a tongue having
one end secured to the body, and means permitting the
tongue heing bent away from the bhody at one of its ends.
2. A railroad spike comprising a body provided with a
slot, a fongue having one end secured to the hody and

Deing arranged in the slot, and means permitting the in-

ser'tion of an instrument for forcing the opposite end of
the tongue away from the hody and out of the slot. -

- 3. A spike comprising a body, a tongue secured on one
‘side of the body and having one end free, and an opening
throungh the body adjacent the free end of the tongue.

4. A spike comprising a body, a tongue having one end
secured to the body and having a free end, and said body
being provided with an opening therethrough arranged at an
angle to its axis and extending to a point adjacent the free
end of the tongue.

2. A spike comprising a body having a longitudinal slot
in 1ts rear side, a tongue disposed in the slot and having
1ts lower end secured to the body, and said body being pro-
vided with an opening intersecting said slot at its upper
end.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand in the

presence of two witnesses.

JOHN McNEIL.

Witnesses
HeEcTOR MCNEIL,
Jom W. MaACNEIL.
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