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‘upon itself to form a guide loop 3.
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Toall 'wbﬂm it may concern:

Be it known that I, HeExry F. IMR#ST citizen. of

Osage and State of Missouri, have invented a new and

useiul (}ate-Latch of which the following 1s a speuﬁ-_'_

cation.

This invention relates to gate latches 1th0ugh i} 1q"

also desiened for use wherever s latch is desir ed.

ployed as a keeper for holding agalnst movement a

‘teangue or plate extending from the gate or othet ele-

ment tc be Iastened.

The prime object of the invention is to provide g
latch of this character with means whereby the ring
can be securely locked in the path of the tongue so as to
prevent the gate from ‘being opened.

Another object is to provide a latch of sunple COTNL-
pact and durable construction, which is atiractive 1

appearance and which can be readily fastened in- posi-
tion. |

‘With these and Gthcl objects 1n view the mvention

consists of certain novel features of CDIl‘itlllCLlO]l and

combinations of parts which will be hereinaiter more

fully described and pomted out in the cloims.

In the accompanying drawings is shown the preferred
form of the invention,

In said drawings: Figure 1 is a perspective view
showing the latcl i position to hold a .gate closed;
Fig. 2 is a side clevation of the latch, the tongue of.the

cate being shown in section and engaged theveby:; Tig,

315 a plan view of the Jatele and o portion of a gate;
and ['ig. 4 15 o section on line z—z, 11g. _
locking device within the Iatch.
Referring to the figures by charactors ol reference,
1 1s an elongated metal strap recured in any pre-
ferred manner to a post 2 or other supporting structure.
The strap extends beyond the post 2 and is. folded
‘ The upper -cdges

2 and showing o,

wardly bent looped end 5

of a lifting lever 6. This

lever 18 preferably formed with stiff wire bent at an in- |

termediate point to form a depending arm 7 which pro-
jects into the loop at one end thereof and is mounted to
rock on a pin 8 which serves to hold opposite portions
of the loop together.

the keeper of the latch.

Forn a gruide,.

A holding pin 9 extends trans- |
versely of the projecting portion of loop 3 and 18 de-
“signed to prevent displacement of a ring 10 constituting 1.

This keeper is supported by |

1 the lﬂaped end o of the lever 6 and the pin 9 serves to

limit the upward movement of the ring. * Formed 50
within the walls of the loop'3 are alining openings 11,
and the distance from tliese openings to the outer enf[
of the loop is less than the diameter of the ring 10.
These openings are designed.to recetve a locking pin

12 or 1f preferred a padlock or any other suitable hn:::ld- Hd

N ing device may be secured within the openings.
The latch is of that tvpe in which a loose ring is em-

In the drawings thie latch has been shown in con-
nection with a gate 13 from which extends 2 tongue 14 .
in the form of a metal plate. . When the gate is closed
this tongue will strike the lower pr_wrtmn of the ring and 6¢

force 1t upward into the loop 3-and after the tongue

- passes under the ring the same will drop by grfwu,y

into the path of the tongue: and hold it against move- .‘
ment. When the ring is in this position its perlphery

rests immediately beneath the openings 11 and. by in- 65' -

serting a pin 12 through the openings it will be 1mpossi-
ble to lift the ring and release the tongue. When, how-
ever, a pin or other lﬁcking means is not positioned
within the openings 11 the ring can be easily raised by .

- pushing downward on the: opposite end of lever 6 s0 70

‘that the 100ped end 5 of the 1ever will pull upward on .
1 the ring. |

Importante 15 att%ched to Lhe prov ision of the o pen-
ings 11 for the reception of sccuring means inasmuch

as the latch can therefore be used to sccurely lock a 75

gate or other structure in closed position.
What 18 claimed is: |
A Jalelr coroprising a meinl strip looped or folded to-
said loop having reduced openings in the
sides thereof Tor the recepiion of locking means, a holding 80
pin dizposed fransversoly within the Joop, a ring loosely
mounted within theloop and surrounding the pin, {he

Aimneter of the ring being greater than the distarce from

(he openings to the end of the loop, a pivot pin within and
connecling the stdes of the loop, a lever formed of a single 895
length of wire bent at an-intermediate point. to form an
eye mounted upon the last mentioned pin, said lever tor-
minating at one- engl in o d{__pendim_., loop and detachably
engaging the ring, there being a laterally extending loop
at the other eénd of the lever and - constituting a finger
picee, the walls of the guide loap. being notched to receive

00

the dr,pendinfr portion of the levér when in normal position.

In testimony th.lt 1 claim. the. imegmn" as my own, L

have hereto JLITILEG. m}f qltrnatule in the Iuesenf,e of two
mtneawa - -

HENRY ¥, HAREFST.
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- Pavn Senonz,
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