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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that 1, BENJAMIN C. ScuMITT, 2 cﬂ:wen

of the United Smtes, residing at Columbus, in the
county of Franklin and State oif Ohio, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Stereotype
Plates and Bases, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. | |

My invention relates to a stereotype plate and base

and is designed as an improvement upon United istates

Patent # 804,210, 1ssued. to John W. Butterfield and
Benjamin C. Schmitt, on November 14th, 1905.

The object of the invention is to provide a stereotype
plate and base so constructed that the stereotype plate
will automatically center or aline itseli with the base
when placed thereon, and also so constructed that the
plate will have a firm beari ing with relation to the base
and may be constr ucted of a Snmllm quantity of metal
in proportion to its size, than was possible with the
structure shown and deseribed in the patent above re-
forred to. | |

Murt]
be set
lows. .

In the accompanying drawing: Figure 1 is a perspec-
tive view of a stereotype platé and base constructed in
accordance with the invention, Fig. 2 is a longitudinal
vertical section of said plate and base, I'ig. 3 is a plan
view of said base with the plate removed, and, Fig. 4 is
a detail viéw of a locking member hereinafter described.
- Like numerals designate corresponding parts in all of
the figures of the drawing.

The numeral 5 designates a base which is provided
with a plurality of legs 6. This base has a longitudinal
recess 7 formed in the upper face thereof, the side walls
of said recess being inclined asat 8. A stercotype plate
9 has a longitudinal rib 10 extending along the under-

forth in the detailed description which now fol-

‘side thereof which conforms in shape to the recess 8 and |

is adapted to enter said recess. The remainder of the
underside of the plate 9 is flat E}Jld rests directly upon
the base as is indicated at 11. . |

For locking the plate and the hase together, I employ
a key 12 (se¢ Figs. 1 and 4). This key is in the form of
a cross and is adapted to engage with longitudinal
arooves 13 and 14 formed in the plate. and with longitu-
dinal grooves 15 and 16 formed in the base. When the
plate is placed upon the bases, these groovesare brought
into alinement with each other and form a socket which

“is in the shape of a cross in cross section, this socket

heing adapted to receive the key 12.

The purpose of thus forming the base and the stereo-
type plate of two parts; is as follows: Firms or manufac-
turing establishments which do a large quantity of ad-
vertising, usually prepare their own stereotype plates
and ship them to the newspapers or magazines in which
the advertisement is to be published. Now, 1f each of

| | structure.
her objects and advantages of the invention will-

| readily be seen that both the cost of producing the
plates and the cost of shipping, would be greatly in--

creased. It is therefore customary to send to the
printer or publisher, one or two of the bages 5 and to

ILh{,n ship to said publishers from time to time, the v:

rious stereotype plates which contain the matter to b{l
published. This stereotype plate may then readily
be placed upon the base 5 and locked into position
thereon by inserting 1110 key 12 in the grooves 13, 14, 15
and 16. |

In the patent to Butterfield & Schmitt above referred
to, the plate is not provided with a depending rib
mdap ted to engage in a corresponding recess in the base,
but upon the concrary the under face ot the plate is pro-
vided with a plurality of legs adapted to rest upon the
upper face of the base. This made the structure an ex-
pensive one, for it required considerably more metal to
provide these legs and then the plate had less bearing
gurface upon the base than is had with the present
Ftirthemmre, it was necessary for the oper-
ator to use considerable care in alining the plate with
the base in order that the locking grooves of the plate
would register with the locking grooves of the base.

With the present structure this is not so, for the entry of

the depending rib 10 of the plate into the channel 8 of
the base, automatically alines the plate with relation to
the base.

From the foregoing description, it will be seen that

simple and efficient means are herein provided lor ac-
complishing the objects of the invention, but while the

elements shown and described are well adapted to serve

the purposes for which they are intended, it is to be un-
derstood that the invention is not limited to the precise
construction set forth, but includes within its purview
such changes as may be made within the scope of the

“appended claims.

What I claim, 1s: |

1. In a device of the character described, the combina-
tion with a base, of a removable stereotype plate having a
depending beveled rib extending along its underside, said

heveled rib being adapted to enter a corresponding 1ECesSS

formed in the upper face of the hase, an elongated rigid

ey exhibiting in cross section the form of a cross, kuf

being sloty corresponding in shape and size with the arms
0Of 1]10 L(ﬂr lm med in sfud :;lorwndmﬂ 1'ih {111(1 in Hul Imso .Lf

Lmew are in enn‘nmt *111(1 the hw inser lod wﬂ hm 111{9 cs]m
the %tEI eotype plate and base will be locked together.

9 In a device of the character described, the combina-
tion with a Dhase, of a removable stereotype plate having
a depending beveled 1ib extending along its underside,
«aid beveled rib heing adapted to enter a covresponding re-
cess Tormed in the upper face of the base, an elongated
rigid key exhibiting in cross section the form of- a4 cross,

there being slots corresponding’in shape and size with the

arms of the key formed in said depending rib and in the
base at the Dottom of the recess whereby when the engaging
surfaces are in contact and the key inserted within the

slotyg the ster omvlw plate and base will he locked inﬂurhm |

these plates were integrally formed with a base, it will | the under-suriace of the stereotype plate resting, directly
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upon the upper face of the base upon each side of the cen-
tral recess of said hase. | "

3. In a device of the echaracter described, the combina-
tion with a base having a longitudinal channel formed in
the upper face thereof and having two furrows formed
therein at the base of said channel, which furrows lie at
an angle with each other and converge at the surface of
a4 removable stereotype plate having a depending beveled
rib conforming in shape to said channel and adapted to
enter said channel, said rib having longitudinal furrows
formed therein which lie at an angle with each other and
which converge to the lower face of the rib, said furrows

of the rib being adapted to register with the furrows of
the base and said furrows forming when the plate is in po-
sition upon the base a cross shaped channel, and a key ex-

hibiting in cross sectipn the form of a cross and adapted -

to enter said channel.

In testimony whereof I affix my siegnature in presence-of.

two witnesses,

DIENJAMIN C. SCITMITT.

Witnesses :
IFRANK G. CAMPRELL,
L. CARL STOUGITTON.
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