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To all whom, it may concern:
‘Be it known that I, Jo

IN HALL 2, 011,1?e11 of the

United States, residing at North Monroe in the county-
of Grafton and State of New Hampshire, have invented

a new and useful Sap Pail or Bucket, of whlcll the
following is a specification.
This invention relates to covers for pails or buckets
of that general class employed in collecting sap from
maple and similar trees.
‘The object of the invention is to provide a com-

paratively simple and inexpensive device of this char-

acter capable of being quickly attached to or detached _'

from the tree and which forms a closure for the top of

the bucket so as to effectually protect the contents

of the latter from. fa,llmg leaves, twigs and from snow

- or.rain as well as to prevent excessive evaporation. of

the sap. |
A further object is to provide means for clamping
the cover in position on trees of different sizes and
means for supporting the cover in elevated or open
position when collecting the sap from the buckets.
A still further object of the invention is to generally

improve this class of devices 50 as to increase their
- utility, durability and eff

iciency as well as to reduce
the cost of manufacture. o o
With these and other objects in view the invention

~ consists in the construction and movel combination
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and arrangement of parts hereinafter fully described,
and illustrated in the accompanying drawings, it be-
ing understood that various changes in form, propor-

tions and minor details of construction may be re-

sorted to mthm the scope of the appended claims:.

In the accompanying drawings forming a part of
this specification: Figure 1 is a perspective view of a
sap bucket or pail provided with a cover or closure
constructed in accordance with my invention show-
ing the cover in closed position. Fig. 2 is a similar
view showing the cover in elevated or open position.
Fig. 3 is a bottom plan view of the cover detached.
Fig. 4 is a similar view of a portion of the cover illus-
trating a modified form of the invention.

Similar numerals of reference indicate correspond-

ing parts in all of the ﬁgul es of the drawings.

The improved cover is principally designed for use
in connection with buckets or pails of that general
class aclapted to receive sap from maple and similar
trees and by way of illustration is shown in connec-
tion with a pail or bucket of the ordinary construc-
tion in which 5 designates the bucket suspended from
the spout 6.

The cover 7 is prefelably stamped or otherwise
formed from a single piece of metal one end of which

is bent upon itself to form a terminal transverse eye

~ or socket 8 for the reception of & rod 9 which forms a
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pivot pin or hinge for said cover. The opposite ends of

[ posed spring coils 10 terminating in laterally extend-

ing spring pressed arms 11 the ends of which are pro-
vided with piercing points 12 adapted to engage the

-sldes of the tree for clampmg the cover in position on

sald tree.

The cover 7 is preferably of suf
beyond the adjacent walls of the bucket or pail and is
preferably supported at an angle to the top of the cover

| 80 as to deflect the leaves and twigs as well as rain and
| snow and thus pr evem the same from entering the

bucket.
Soldered, riveted or othelwme rigidly secured to the

bottom of the cover 7 1s a transverse reinforcing strip 13
having spaced guiding grooves 14 formed therein for
the reception of a longitudinally movable locking
member 15. The lockmg member 15 1s preferably

formed of a single piece of wire bent into the form of an
| open loop the closed end of which is bent to produce a .

finger piece 16 while the opposite ends of the wire are

17 adapted to engage the tree and thus support the
cover 1n elevated or open position while removing the
sap from the bucket.

The bucket 5 is provided with a supporting bail 18

which bears against a stop lug 19 formed on the spout

6, there being a recess or depression 19/ formed in the
upper edge of the bucket to &ccommodate the spout, as

shown. - -
The cover is secur ed on the tree above the bucket by

expanding the arms 11 and forcing the terminals 12
thereof into engagement with the bark of the tree, 1n

which position the cover 7 will be disposed at an angle

to the top of the pail and effectually close the latter.

In order to detach the bucket or remove the sap
therefrom the free end of the cover is tilted upwardly

which causes the locking member 15 to drop by gravity
to operative position with its deflected ends 17 strad-

dling the spout 6 and bearing against the tree thus sup-

porting the cover in elevated or open position while

collecting the sap.

In order to release the cover it is merely necessary to

exert a slight upward pressure on the finger piece 16

when the deflected ends 17 of the locking member will |

be disengaged from the trunk of the tree and allow the
cover to drop to lowered or closed position.

By forming the arms with the spring coils 10 the
former may be expanded to accommodate trees of dif-
ferent cross sectional diameter while by reason of the
gravity actuated locking device 15 the cover is auto-
matically supported in open position. -

In Fig. 4 of the drawing there is 111ust1ated a, IIlOdl- '

fied form of the invention in which the body portion 7/

18 formed of wood and reinforced by metal straps 20
which constitute eyes or sockets for the reception of

the intermediate connecting rod of the clamping arms,

the rod 9 are bent or tmsted to form horlzonta,lly dls- | the construction smd operation of the device bemg
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otherwise similar to that shown in Fig. 1 of the draw-
ings. |

From the foregoing description it will be seen that
there is provided an extremely simple, inexpensive
and efficient device admirably adapted for the attain-

ment of the ends in view.

Having thus described the invention what is claimed
is: | |

1. A cover for sap pails having means for attachment
to a support, and a gravity actuated ‘locking member
slidably mounted on the cover and adapted to engage the
support Tor holding the cover in open position.

2. A cover for sap pails including a body portion pro-
vided with means for engagement with a support, and
means slidably mounted on the body portion and adapted
to engage the support for holding the cover in elevated
position.

3 A cover for sap pails including a clamping member
adapted to engage a-support, a Cover pivotally connected
with the clamping member and means independent of the
pivotal means for holding the cover in open position.

4. A cover for sap pails including a body portion, yield-
ably clamping arms pivotally associated with the body

]

portion and adapted to engage a support, and a locking ;

member slidably mounted on said body portion and mov-
able by gravity into engagement with the support for hold-
ing the cover in open position. | -

5. A cover for sap pails including a body portion; clamp-
ing arms pivotally associated with the body portion and
adapted . to engage a support, and a locking member
slidably mounted on the body portion and adapted 1o
cneage the support for holding the cover in open posi-
tion, said locking member being provided with a terminal
finger piece, |

G. A cover for sap pails including a body portion having
one end thereof provided with a transverse groove, spaced
fransverse eclamping arms pivotally mounted in said
oroove and adapted to engage a support, and a gravity
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actuated locking member slidably mounted on the body
portion and adapted to bear against the support when the

cover is moved to open position for holding said cover in .

gsaid position.

7. A cover for sap pails including a body portion, clamp-
ing arms pivotally associated with the body portion and
adapted to engage a support, said arms being provided
with intermediate spring coils, and a locking member

slidably mounted for longitudinal movement on the body .

portion and adapted to bear against the support for hold-
ing the cover in open position. |

& A cover for sap pails including a body portion, clamp-
ing arms pivotally associated with the body portion and
adapted to engage a support, spaced cunides secured to the
body portion, and a loop glidably mounted for longitudinal
movement in said cuides for locking the cover in open
position.

9. A cover for sap pails including a body portion, spring

pressed clamping arms pivotally associated with the body
portion and adapted to engage a support, spaced guides
secured to the bottom of the body portion, and a locking
member slidably mounted in said guides and having one
end thereof provided with a terminal finger piece and its
opposite end formed with spaced deflected portions adapted
to bear against the support for holding the cover in ecle-
vated position.

10. The combination with a spout, of a sap bucket sus-
pended from the spout and having its upper edge pro-

vided with a depression to accommodate the spout, a

cover pivotally mounted for lateral movement above the
spout, and a locking member slidably mounted on the
cover and provided with spaced arms adapted to straddle
the spout for holding the cover in open position.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as my own, )|
have hereto aflfixed my signature in the presence of two

witnesses.
JOHN HALL.

Witnhesses :
I'. H. MERRIFIELD,
HAarrIE A. PADDLEFORD.
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