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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FrEpERICK A. CraAM, a citizen of
the United States, residing at Old Orchard, in the
county of York and State of Maine, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Hand-Stamps:
and I do hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and cxact description of the invention, such as will en-
able others skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, and to the letters and figures of
veference marked thereon, which form a part of this
spectfication.

This invention relates to new and useful improve-
ments 1n hand stamps designed especially for use in

canceling stamps, and the object of the invention is to

produce a device of this character whereby the impres-

sion may be clearly made upon the envelop and stamp
whether the inll force of the impact of the stamp is flat
against the envelop or whether a portion of the edge of
the stamp first comes in contact with the envelop, the
shank portion of the stamp holder being made up of a
plurality of yielding portions which wﬂl cause the mo-
mentum of the stamp to print uniformly.

My invention consists further in other details of con-
struction and combinations and arrangements of parts
which will be hereinafter fully described and then spe-
cifically defined in the appended claims.

1 illustrate my invention in the accompanying dravw-
Ings, in which:— :

Figure 11s a perspective view of my stamping device.
I1g. 2 1s an end view showing, in dotted lines, the posi-
tion that the head of the stamp would assume as the re-
silient portions of the shank supporting the same, yield,
and Fig. 3 1s a sectional view on line 3—3 of Fig. 1.

ings by letter, A designates a handle having a metallic
strip B which is fixed thereto. Said strip of metal,

made preferably of a flexible material, has a longitudi-

nal opening G therein forming two resilient arms or por-
tions D which are bent 2t E and terminate in a solid end

Reierence now being had to the details of the draw--

F, ‘Lpertured at I to receive the shank G of the head or
stamps H H’. A buffer N is interposed between said
head and the solid end of the strip, whereby the blow
imparted to the stamp may be cushioned.

K designates a metallic ring having a threaded aper-
ture K/ therein in which a set-screw R is mounted, de-
signed to be turned against the shank portion of the
stamp which extends into said ring. A portion of the

circumference of said shank of the stamp has flattened

faces bearing against the right angled flattened portions
T, T formed in the marginal wall of the opening in said
ring, whereby as the screw holds the flattened faces of
the shank against the faces T, the stamp may be held
from rotation.

By the provision of a stamp made as shown and de-
scribed, in which the metallic strip which holds the
stamp, is made with two resilient arms spaced apart in
the manner shown, a clear impression may be printed
upon an envelop and stamp whether the force of the
blow 1s delivered against the marginal edge of the stamp
or upon the full face thereof; in the former event, one or
the other of the resilient arms of the strip will yield and
the momentum of the blow serve to cause a sh‘up and
clear definition upon the envelop.

What I claim is:—

A hand stamp comprising a handle having a flat metallic
strip of resilient metal fixed thereto, said strip being
longitudinally recessed forming two arms which are bent
at an angle near their outer ends, said strip terminating
in a flat widened portion, a head having a plurality of
stamps, a shank projecting from said head and having an
angled portion, a ring having an opening therein with an
angled offset therein adapted to receive the angled portion
of said shank, said ring having a threaded aperture, and
a set-screw fitted in said aperture and adapted to Dear
against said shank of the head to hold the angled portion
of the shank in said offset, as set forth.

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

FREDERICK A. CRAM.

Witnesses :
. I3.

PERKINS,
I'rEp 1. LUuCr.
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