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To all whom 4t MAY CONCErn. | |

Be it known that I, Wittram L. NIEMANN, a citizen I 10 a shghtly rearward inclined position and the lower

of the United States, residing at Mount Olive, in the
county of Macoupin and State of Illinois, have in-
vented new and useful Improvements in Trap-Nests,
of which the following is a specification. |

This invention relates to improvements in hens’ |
nests of the type commonly called “trap nests’” and
has for its object to provide a simple, efficient and
reliable construction of nest of this character wherein
the hen may be Ce'nveniently trapped for the pur-
pose -of keeping a laying record of any particular
hen, and wherein an improved construction of door
15 employed to admit the hen to the nest without
ltability of injury. |

The preferred embodiment of the invention is
Hlustrated in the accompanying drawing, in which :—-

IFigure 1 is a front view of-a nest embodying the
invention with the door thereof closed. Fig. 2 is a
vertical front to rear section of the same. Ifig. 3 15 a
vertical front to rear section, showing the door set for
use. Iig. 4 is a similar view, showing the door locked
in retracted position.

Referring to the drawing, the numeral 1 designates
the body of the nest, which is generally in the form
of a rectangular hox, and may be of any preferred or
convenlent size and material, said box being pro-
vided at its front with a door or entrance way 2, at
the base of which is a transverse threshold strip 3.

The door or entrance way 1s adapted to be closed
by a folding trap 4 comprising top and bottom sec-
tions &5 and 6, the upper section 5 bheing provided
al 1ts upper edee with eyes 7 pivotally engaging a
rod 77 supported transversely at the upper end of
the door-way. Hinges or pivots connect the upper
edge of the section 6 with the lower edge of the sec-
tlon 5, thus pivotally supporting section 6 from sec-
tion 5. When the door is closed the two sections
hang in vertical alinement, and the lower edge of
the section 6 terminates a short distance above the
upper edge of the threshold strip 3.

The lower section 6 of the door is provided at its
opposite ends adjacent to or in line with its lower
edge with guide pins or projections 9 extending into
vertical guideways 10 at opposite sides of the door-

metal or other suitable material and taper or gradu-
ally increase in width from front to rear in an upward
direction, each of said guideways heing provided
with a front vertical stop flange 11 and an upwardly
and rearwardly inclined guide flange 12, on which
latter the cuide pIns or projections 9 are adapted to
ride in the upward movement of the door to a tully
retracted position.

J-

In setting the door for use, it 1s swung backward

door section 6 swung upward on the hinges 8 in front
ol section 5, as shown in IFig. 3, with the lugs 9 bear-
Ing against flanges 11, whereby the door is supporied
In trapping position. When the hen enters the nest
through the space hetween the threshold strips and
tolded door, her back will brush agamst the edges
united by hinges 8. As a result, the door will be
swung lnward to the dotted line position in If1ig. 3,
and will drop by gravity to the closed position shown
in Iig. 1, thus trapping the hen. Engagement of
the lugs 9 with the flanges 11 will prevent the hen
from swinging the door torward, so that she can not
escape. By simply raising the door, however, in
a1t obvious manner, the door may be removed and reset
for further use. When it is desired to dispense with
the use of the door and employ the nest as an ordinary
nest, sald door may be swung upwardly to the limit
of its folding movement, as shown in'Fig. 4, and
held open by means of a holt or lateh device 13, suit-
ably supported wom the top wall of the nest. In
this operation the lues 9 will ride upward and inward
on the guide flanges 12 and hear thereon, thus assist-
ing the latch in supporting the door. When the lateh s
retracted, the door will unfold and drop by gravity
to closed position, guided by the downward move-
ment of lugs 9 on flanges 12. Openings 14 may be
provided in one or both of the door sections for ven-
tilating purposes.

In practice, the upper door section 5 is preferably
one-fourth or more wider, measuring in a vertical
direction, than the lower section G, these provortions
having been found advantageous, for the reason that the
lower section operates more efficiently under these
conditions, and a hetter folding motion is obtained.
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It will be seen that a simple structure tor the pur- -

pose 1ntended is provided, enabling the trap to be
manufactured at a comparatively low cost, and that
ease of operation at the door is insured.

Having thus described the Invention, what is
claimed as new, is:—

1. A trap nest comprising a body having a doorway, a
trap door pivotally supported at the top of the doorway
and comprising upper and Jloiwer hinged sections, and
guiding means for the lower section adapting the door to
fold upwardly and inwardly and to De held from moving
outwardly beyond its closing position.

2. A trap nest comprising a body having a doorway, a
trap door pivotally supported at the.top of the doorway
and comprising upper and lower linged sections, enides
at the sides of the doorway, and gulding members on the
tower door sections adapted to engage the said guides.

2. A trap nest comprising a body lhaving a doorway,
guldes at opposite sides of the doorway, each of said
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guides having a front stop flange at the front thereof and 110
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a rear upwardly and rearwardly inclined guide flange,
and a door comprising upper and lower hinged sections,
the upper section being hinged at the top of the doorway
and the lower section provided at its lower end with pro-
jections moving in said guldes, whereby the door is
adapted to fold upwardly and inwardly and to be held
from moving outwardly beyond its closing position.

4. A trap nest comprising a body having a doorway, a
trap door hinged at the top of the doorway and compris-

L L1

ing pivotally connected upper and lower sections, ouiding 10
means adapting the sections to fold and swing, and a latch
to engage the door and hold it in open position. |
In testimony whereof, I affix my signature in presence
of two witnesses,

WILLIAM L. NIEMANN.
Witnesses :
WILLIAM HIERONYMUS,

B, W. KBIrses.
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