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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that 1, Trang W. Lows, of Boston,
county of uffolk, State of Massachusetts, have 1n-
vented an Improvement in Garment-Clasps, of which
the following description, in connection with the accom-
panying drawings, is o specification, like characters on
the drawings representing like parts.

This invention particularly relates to that class of

corment clasps which are especially adapted to be at-

tached to the lower edge of a, corset, where the material
engaged is of considerable thickness, and a form of
clasp is desired which cannot be readily disconnected.
My invention has for 1ts object to provide a clasp of
ihis character which may be securely attached and 18
unlikely to become detached by accident, and which
is composed of paris of such form that they may be
readily stamped from sheet metal, so that a device may
be produced which is inexpensive o manufacture.

For an understanding of the means which T employ
10 carrying out the above objects, reference 18 made to
the accompanying drawing, in which,

Figure 1is an edge clevation of a garment clasp made
according to my invention, and shown 1n unlocked po-.
sition. TFig.2is a central <oction on the line 2—2 ol Fig.
5, showing the parts in locked position. Fig. 5 is an
ond- view of the clamping jaws in locked posiiion.
Fig. 4 is a back olevation of the clasp. Fig.d is & Iront
elevation thercol. |

As shown in the drawing, the device is composed of
three pieces of sheet spring metal stamped out in dil-
ferent forms, said pieces comprising & pair of clamping
members ¢ and b having clamping jaws o/, b’ at ther
respective ends, opposttely disposed and codperating
with each other, and a locking member ¢ having a cam
portion ¢’ at one end, said parts a, b and ¢ being con-
nected side by side 1n heir shank portions by an eye-
let, or rivet d. The inner or bhase member ¢ has a
tfongue a® extending at right angles therefrom, said
fongue being cut from. the main part of the member and
oxtended through an aperture B2 in the spring member
b, through a transverse, Opell ended slot ¢2 in the lock-
ing member ¢, and then at right angles Into engagement
with the outer side of the locking member ¢ adjacent its
cam ¢/. The oppostte end of the locking member ¢
from its cam ¢ is bent 10 provide a hook ¢® which 18 up-
twrned and adapted to receive a ring ¢ to which the
garment supporter f1s attached. As the tongue o fits
tightly in the aperture b2 of the member b, 1t will be
apparent that said tongue acts to prevent relative rota-
tion of said clamp members d and b, but the slot ¢* 18
arranged to permit locking member ¢ 10 be turned to
the right on the eyelet d as a pivol into the dotted posl-
fion of Tg. 5. All the parts are preferably ol SPring
netal and the member b ‘s set in such a form that, when
the locking member ¢ 18 SWung out of engagement with

the tongue a?, it will gpring away irom the member ¢ |

1

will be opened, as belore described,
will be inserted therebetween, ~nd then the locking.

until it engages the end of the tongue ¢*, 11 which posi-
tion the jaws will be fully opened, as illustrated m
Fig. 1.

In attaching the clasp to the garment, the jaws ¢/, 0

and the garment

member ¢ will be swung back into coincidence with
the members, &, b. To permit the canl ¢/ to ride easily
up onto the member b, the end of the cam which first
engages the edge of the member b is inclined at ¢* to the
side thereof, as shown in Fig. 3. As the member ¢ 18

s

pressed inwardly it will pass beneath the tongue @
and the latter will act 1o reinforce the member ¢, and
cause or assist in causing the Jatter to press the Jaws to-
gether or mto engagement with the garment which 18
‘nserted therebetween. AS the tongue ¢ is of Spring
metal 1t acts t0 press the jaws ¢/, b’ vieldingly together,
permitting said jaws to yield ac cording to the thickness
of the material engaged. In this position the parts a¥e
tightly locked together and there is no pressure oY
force which is likely to be applied to the locking mem-
her in ordinary use which would tend to push it to the
side so as to liberate the jaws or permit them to become
disengaged from the garment.

The hook ¢ serves the double function of an attach-
ing means for the supporter and & convenient handle
for turning the locking member. :

Having thus deseribed my invention, what I claim as
new and desire to secure by Letters Patent 18—

1. A garment clasp comprising a pair of Jaws, and
means for locking them together comprising a tongue CcOn-
qe¢ted to one of said jaws, and axtending transversely
therefrom to the opposite side of the other jaw and longi-
tndinally of the latter to provide an engnging face, and a
locking member movable independently of said jaws be-
tween said engaging face and the adjacent jaw to lock
said jaws together, cphstantially as deseribed.

9 A garment clasp comprising pair of Jaws, and
means for locking them tocether comprising a tongue ¢on-
nected to one of gaid jaws, and extending transversely
iherefrom to the opposite side of the other jaw and longil-
tudinally of the latter to provide an encaging face, and 2
locking member having a wedge shaped portion adapted to
he forced lLetween gnid engaging face and the adjacent jaw
to draw sald jaws topether and lock them in this position,
gubstantially as described.

3. A earment clasp comprising a pair of jaws, anda
means for locking them together comprising a tongue COT-
nected to one of said jaws, and extending transversely
therefrom to the opposite side of the other jaw and longi-
tndinally of the latter to provide an encaging face, and an
independent locking member pivotally connected to gaid
jaws and adapted to swing on its pivot between gaid en-
eaging face and the adjacent Jaw to lock said Jaws 10-
cether, substantially as described. ,

4. A garment clasp comprising a pair of clamp members
connected at adjacent onds and having coacting jaws at
their opposite ends, a tongue connected to 0OnC of said
members and extending transversely thereot through the
other member and then longitudinally ihereof to provide
an engaging face, and a locking member pivotally mounted
at one end on sald clamping members adjacent their con
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nected endg ang having a eam portion at its opposite enq
adapted to De moved between said €ngaging face ang the
adjacent side of the adjacent clamp member, as it ig sSwung
on its pivot, to draw said jaws together, substantially as
described,

2. A garment clasp comprising a pair of clamp mempers

and a locking member disposed at one side of said clamy
members, a pivot connecting all of said members at ad-
Jacent ends ang Said clamp members having coacting jaws
and said locking member having a cam portion at their op-
posite ends, the clamp membeyp next the locking memlep
having an aperture and said locking mempeap having g
transverse slot leading to one edge thereof ang registering
with said aperture in certain positions of saig locking mem-
her, a tongue connected to the otheyp clamp membey and ex-
tending through saiq aperture and Iongitudinally of said
members in position to permit said Cail portion to pass
between it and the adjacent clamp member, as the locking
member is swung on its pivot, to cause Sald cam portion to
draw said jaws togetlier, substantially as described,

6. A garment clasp comprising a pair of jaws, and
means for locking them together comprising a tongue con-
nected to one of sald jaws, and extending transversely

863,860

therefrom to the OpPbosite side of the other jaw and longi-
tudinally of the latter +to provide an engaging face, a
locking membper Pivotally connected intermediate its ends
to said jaws ana having an engaging portion at one end
and a supporting hook at the other, saig engaging portion
being disposed to engage the face of said tongue and the
adjacent clamping memperp to force saig Jjaws together,
substantiﬂlly as described. |

7. A garment clasp comprising g pair of jaws and
nieans for locking them together comprising a transversely
extending Projection connected to one of said jaws and
having g4 transversely yielding tongue extending at an
angle thereto adjacent the ontep slde of the other jaw,
and a locking membey movable independently of said jaws
between the Iast nameq jaw and said tongue to draw said
jaws together, Substantially as described,

In testimony whereof, T have signed my name to thig
specification, in the presence of two subscribing witnesses.

FRANK W. LOowL.

Witnesges - -
L. H. ITARRIMAN,
H. B. Davis.

25

30

40




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

