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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Louts OSTERMEYER, a citizen of
the United States, residing at Pleasant Hill, m the
county of Cass and State of Missouri, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Car-Fenders,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to car-fenders and its par amount
object is to provide efficient means for preventing in-
jury to any one who may be struck by a moving car.

Very many cases of severe injury arc caused by the
failure of the device to hold the person irom rolling or
being thrown from the fender even after they have been
safely caught thereon. It has irequently happened
that the person thus thrown off after having fallen upon

the fender has been run over by the car wheels and

cither severely maimed or killed, even when the first
blow from the advanced edge of the fender has caused
him no serious harm. In my improved apparatus I
provide means for preventing such a result and also
take further precautions against injury by furnishing
those portions of the apparatus, with which the body of

- the person struck may come in contact when talling
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upon the receiving surface, with soft covers or cushions
of some suitable material. It isalso noticeable that the
primary impact of the moving fender frequently causes
bruises and broken bones; I prevent thisresult by plac-
ing upon the frontof thefender a rubber cushion which
may be made still more effective by constructing 1t in
hollow Torm. |

TFurther objects of my invention are, to provide means
for reducing the size of the apparatus when not in actual
use and for storing the same beneath the vestlbule of the

car where 1t will he out of the way.

I accomplish these and other objects in a general way
by constructing a rectangular framework capable of be-
ing folded upon itself and provided with removable
sides and ends and having means for sliding the parts

 thus folded within a housing attached to the under side
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of the car.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side clevation of my
improved fender and housing shown attached to the
body of a car; Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the fender;
Fig. 3 is a top plan view of the fender framework, the
sides, rear piece and buffer having been removed; Ifig.
4 is a side elevation of the fender framework in tolded
position and retracted within the housing one side of
the Iatter being removed and a portion of a fender rail
broken away; Fig. 5 is a front elevation of the fender
complete; Fig. 6 is a cross section of FFig. 2, on the line
6-——6, and Fig. 7 is a bottom plan view of one of the re-
movable side pieces.

Referring to the drawings, A represents the body of

a car beneath which and attached thereto s a rectan-
ﬂ'u]fu housing B formed of side pieces ', provided
with longitudinal slots b® and connected by cross bars

b3. The fender proper C is made In two parts, a rear |

[ portion D and a front portion I
to each other by rivets ¢l

[—

5, pivotally connected
The frame of the part D 1s
composed of a bottom plate d! and side bhars ¢ held
together and rendered firmer by angle irons 3. From
the side bars ¢ project lugs * for engagement with
the slots 8*.  The frame of the front part It 1s Iikewise
composed of a bottom plate ¢' and side bars ¢, strength-
ened by angle irons ¢ In order to support the part
I when extended, and to afford a cértain degree of
resiliency to this portion a spring plate ¢° 15 secured to
the under side of the bottom plate d' projecting be-
neath the bottom plate ¢' but yielding sufficiently to
allow the part I& to be iolded upon the rear part D.
Projecting forward from the iront part I are brackets

¢ which form a support for a buffer ¢’ removably se-

cured by pins € and a bolt ¢". This buffer may be
covered with leather or otherwise padded or be con-
structed entirely of rubber, and made solid or hollow
as desired.

In order to prevent any one who may be caught
upon the fender from rolling or falling off again I pro-
vide the removable side boards If stifiened by angle
irons /! and having internally projecting wings j= the
under sides of which are formed with tenons f3, f4,
which interlock with the side pieces @2, ¢*, of the two
portions of the framework of the fender. From the
rear of cach side board projects an angle 1ron f° to sup-
port a removable rearboard G. Clips d° secured to
the side bars «? tend to hold the side boards more se-
curely..

As a still further means of protection from injury I
provide a yielding footboard I which 1s covered with
some g8oit material and mounted upon springs #' which
rest within holes €* in the bottom plate €' and are sup-

ported by plates €' secured to t11(, under side of said
plate e'.

In order to prevent any one from getting under the

wheels of the car fending-rails 1 are sccured to the

sides b' of the housing B and extend rearwardly sub-
stantially the whole length of the car.

When in use the two portions D and [ of the fender
O are drawn forward until the lugs ¢t abut against the
front end of the slots b° the side boards F and rear
board G placed in position and the buffer ¢ set over
the pins €' and fastened in place by the holt ¢ the
whole being held extended by the rod b* which passes
through holes 1n the side pieces b'. When not 1n use
the side and end boards and buffer are removed and
the part E is folded back on the portion D. Then by
removing the locking rod b* the structure thus-folded
can be retracted benecath the body of the car so that
the said parts D and IE are completely within the
housing B and thus entively out of the way. The re-
movable parts I and G and ¢°, may be stored 1n any
convenlent place within the car.

It is very evident that many changes may be made
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in the devices of my invention without departing from
the spirit thercof, and I do not, therefore, wish to be
limited to the precise form and construction herein
set forth, but -

Having thus described my mvemmn what T claim
as new, 18—

1. A car fender, including a housing attached to a ear,
a folding framework adapted to lie retracted within the
said housing, and side and end boards removably attached
to said framework. |

2. A car fender, including a rectangular housing at-
tachied to a car, a folding framework adapted to be re-
tracted within the housing, and removable side boards and
ends for the framework.

3. A car fender, including a rectangular housing nt-
t‘whed to a car, a folding framework adapted to be re-

acted within said housing, removable side boards and 3}
1*{311101%11)1(} buficr attached fo said framework.

4. A car fender, including a rectangular housing at-
tached to a car, a rectanguiar folding framework adapted
when folded to be retracted within said housing, removable
side. and rear boards, a removable buffer and means for
leeking said framework in an extended position.

v, An apparatus for the purpose specified including a
rectangular housing attached to the under side of a car, 4
rectangular framework capable of being folded upon itself
and refracted within the said housing,
1rear boar d:‘-,, a removable buifer, means for supporting the
said recetangular framework in an extended position, and
means for locking the framework in said extended position.

G. An apparatus for the purpose specified including a
rectangular housing attached to the under side of a car, a
rectangular framework capable of being folded upon itself
and retracted within the said housing, removable side and

and retracted within

~position,

removable side and

863,209

rear boards, a removable buffer, means for supporting the

said rectangular framework in an extended position, and

means for locking the framework in its extended position.
- (. An apparatus for the purpose specified including a
rectangular housing attached to the under side of a car, a
rectangular framework capable of being folded upon itself
and retracted within the said housing, removable side and

rear boards, means for supporting said rectangular frame-.

work in an extended position, means for lockine said
framework in such position, a removable buffer and a yield-
ing foot plate. | |

An apparatus for the purpose specified including a
reutangumr housing attached to the under side of a car, a
rectangular framework capable of being folded upon itself
and retracted within said housing, a removable buffer,
means for supporting the said 1ectfmbulz;u framework in
an extended position, means for locking the framework in
said position, a yielding foot plate, removable side boards,
and fending rails for preventing persons from falling De-
neath the car wheels, -

9. An apparatus for the purpose speclﬁed including a
rectangular housing attached to the under side of a car, a
rectangular framework capable of being folded upon itself
said housing, a rémovable buffer,
means for supporfing said rectangular framework in an
extended pogition, means for locking the framework in said
a yiclding foot plate, removable side and rear
boards and fending rails extending rearwardly from the
sald housing along the sides of said car substantially the
length of the car. |

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in presence
0f two witnesses.

LOUIS OSTERMEYER.

Witnoesses :

M. L. GraAy,
FRANK SMIUIL.
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