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To all wham, it may concern:

Be it known that I, SyLvanus F. BowszsRr, g citizen
of the United States, residing at Fort Wayne, in the
county of Allen and State of Indiana, have invented a
new and useful Flexible Massage Device, of which the
following is a specification.

This invention relates to flexible massage devices.

The object of the invention is to provide a massage
device which is simple, inéxpensive and efficient, and
which possesses flexibility adapting it to -readily con-
form to the contour of the body when applied for use.

A further object of the invention is to provide a mas-
sage device presenting a roller rubbing surface having
flexibility, and which may be readily applied to thé
surface of any desired portion of the body.

“Other objects of the invention will ap'peér more fully |

hereinafter.

The invention consists substantially in the construc-
tion, combination, location, and relative arrangement

of parts, all as will be more fully hereinafter set forth,

‘as shown in the accompanying drawing, and finally

pointed out in the appended claims.

- Referring to the accompanying drawing, and to the |

various views and reference signs appearing thereon,—

Figure 1 isa view in plan of a flexible massage device

- embodying the principles of my invention, parts being

30

in section. TFig. 2 is a side elevation of the device

shown in Fig: 1. Fig. 3 is a view '_simillér‘to Fig. 2, |

showing a modified form of device embraced within
the spirit and scopeé of miy invention.

- The same part is designated by the same reference

sign wherever it-occurs throughout the several views.
~ In 2 companion application, executed of even date

~ herewith, I have shown, described, and claimed
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broadly, an invention in massage apparatus, -and in

~such application various constructions and arrange-
‘ments of apparatus embodying the generic idea of the |

invention. In the present application, I have shown
and will describe and claim certain specific forms of

the apparatus which are.disclosed but not specifically
claimed in the companion application referred to, al- |
~though included within the broad and generic claims

of sald application. |
It 18 the special purpose of the present invention to

provide a mussage device embodying a plurality of in-
elastic, non-yielding rubbing devices or rollers go ar--
‘ranged and juxtaposited as to.form & rubbing surface,
and wherein the rubbing devices are so mounted and

connected together as to form 2 flexible massage device

_capable‘l{'}f readily conforming to- the contour of the

hody, or'any portion thereof.
In carrying out my invention, I provide a plurality
of inelastic rollers A, preferably cylindrical in form,

_ though.I do not desire to be limited or restricted in

——

i

by a pin B, the ends of the pins projecting beyond the
ends of the rollers A. .

Reference sign C designates links. These links are
arranged 1in pairs, and serve not only to receive and

| this respect. Each roller is mounted upon or carried 55

form journal bearings for the projecting ends of the pins 60

B, but also as pivotal connections between adjacent,
ping B. Thus each pair of liriks'are strung over and
form journal bearings for the ends oi the supporting
pins B of each adjacent pair of rollers A. In this man-
ner the projecting ends of each roller pin B is received
through the overlapping ends of links C which pivot-
ally connect said pin to-the two adjacent pins lying

on opposite sides thereof, as clearly shown in the

drawing, thereby forming a flexible ‘device which
wil readily conform to the contour of -any portion of
the body. To the ends of the pins of the extreme
end rollers of the device, I pivotally connect the
forked arms D of handles or grips B, by which the
device may Dbe manipulated or applied. In practice,

I propose to mount rounded. or semi-spherical end
pleces F on the extreme projecting ends of the pins B.

In Fig. 3, I have shown a modified form of flexible
massage device embraced within ‘the spirit and scope
of my invention, wherein, instead of attaching a han-
dle or grip at each end of the device, I connect one end
of acrossor handle piece to the roller or roller pin atone
end of the device, and the otherend of said eross plece or
handle I connect, to the roller or roller pin at the other
end of the-device, and, if desired, I provide said Cross

. plece or handle G with a hand grip H to facilitate the
-application of the device in use, the series of rollers

being pivotally connected and forming a flexible roller
rubbing surface in the same manner as above described
with reference to the construction shown in Figs. 1
and 2. | -

In the ‘fdrégoing description I have referred to the

parts A as forming a roller rubbing surface. I do not
desire, however, to be Iimited to the use of rotatable

devices in this connection.

Ii desired, the pieces or blocks K may be rounded on
the outer surface thereof, as shown, and they constitute
a rubbing surface which is flexible and capable of being

readily applied to the surface of the body st any point,

and to conform to the contour of the body.

In operation the device is applied to the surface of
the body at the point to be massaged, the flexibility of
the device permitting it to readily conform to the con-
tour of the body at any desired point. By briskly rub-
bing the device over the surface to be treated, in a di-
rection transverse {o.the length of the rollers, the lat-
ter freely rotating axially, the surface is thoroughly
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masgaged by the friction of the roller rubbing-surface

presented by the device, while at the same time the
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successive contacts of the rollers against the surface to:

be massaged produces a pounding action, which en-
hances the beneficial effects of the massage treatment.
It will be observed that anyone can use the device,

'thereby avoiding the expense 1nc1de11t to magsage treat-
ments by professional masseurs, while at the same time

securing more efficient and advantageous results.
It will also be seen that the pressure exerted by the

device upon the surface being treated may be readily -

regulated and varied according to the desires of the in-
dividual, and the device may. be readily shifted from

one position to another so as to cover any desired area
of surface of the body.

A device embodying the principles of my invention,
while inexpensive and efficient, may be ‘advanta-

geously used in the treatment of many different ail-
ments, such as head-ache, rheumatisin, sciatica, lum-

hago, sluggish blood, torpid liver, obesity, and the like..

- Having now set, forth the object and nature of my in-

vention, and various constructions embodying the pria-.

ciples thereof, what I claim as new and useful and of
my own invention, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s:

1. A massage device including a plurality of inelastic

rollers having rounded end pieces and arranged in juxta- |

position to form a roller rubbing surface, and ‘pivotal con-

nections between adjacent rollers, nhelelw said tullbinﬂ'
smi‘ace is flexible.

2. In a massage device, a series of pins, links pivotally

connecting said pins, and inelastic rollers. mounted on

said pins and rounded end pieces" connected to the ends fnf

said pins,

3. In a massage device,.a plurality of pins mmnged in
parallel relation, inelastic rollers carried Ly said pins, the
ends of the pins projecting beyond the ends of the rollers,

rounded end pieces carried. by said pmjectinw ends and

links pivotally connecting adjacent pins.

‘4. In a massage device, a plurality of rollers, said’

rollers being provided with a journal intermediate their

“ends, and links pivotally connecting. the journals of the

atdjacent rollers, the hody portion of said mller's being
of substantially the same diameter on each, side of the
Journal - -

5. In a massage device, a plurality of rollers, each of
which Is provided with a plurality of journals intermediate
its ends, links pivotally connecting the journals of the
adjacent rollers, and handles-pivotally connected to the
extremity ofr'the end links, the diameter of said rollers
being substantially the same on each side of the journal.

Id witness: whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this

26th day of August 1904, ig the presence of the subserib-
. ing witnesses. -

s'YLm_NUs F. BOWSER.
Witnesses : . Lo
E, C. SEMPLE,

S, K. DARBY,
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