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To all whom it may concern.:

Be 1t known that I, RoserT L. NELsoN, a citizen of
the United States of America, residing in the city of
Washington, District of Columbia, have invented a
new and useful Improvement on g Measuring-Tape
Holder, of which the following is a specification. |

The object of my invention is to hold 2 measuring
tape 1n a fixed position with ease and comiort, to the
operator, and thereby contribute to the accuracy of
measurements, to prevent injury to the measuring tape,
and facilitate the fixing of points at definite distances
apart, by enabling the operator, where plumb-lines arc
used, to hold a plumb-line at a definite point, marked
upon the measuring tape—or to hold any measuring
tape without slipping.

The following description taken in connection with
the accompanying drawing will enable those skilled in
the art, to practice my invention.

Figure 1 is a side-elevation view of my imvention.
If1g. 21s asimilar view of the opposite side of my device.

11g. 3 is an elevation of the rear end, and Fig. 4 shows

the position of the holder in the hand of the operator,
the measuring tape as held, and the line and
bob.

Referring to the accompanying drawing forming a
part of this specification, and in which, like letters des-
ignate like parts in all the views, A and B represent
respectively outer and inner blocks of wood or metal,
or any suitable material shaped as shown, having two
plane surfaces, parallel to each other, the two blocks
connected by parallel links formed of wires m and n,
(shown in Tig. 2) passing through the blocks, and riv-
cted at ¢, d, e and f, and fixed o as as to admit of block
A taking a small upward motion, and also 2 movement

in the direction of the hands of a watch, or taking the

dotted line position asshown. The lever Lhasa curved
inner end, and said curved inner end is held pressed
against the curved inner surface s, by links W, W, made
of wire, one attaching said lever to block A, and the
other to block B. This lever has an upward motion,
and also has a motion of a pendulum. The wire W/
prevents lever L from moving toward the end of block

B, in addition to its helping to hold lever L against

surface s. |

g is a coiled spring having one end attached to the
mner block B, and the outer end attached to the outer
block A.  The outer and inner blocks have rounded
ends to their plane inner parallel surfaces, providing
openings or entrances o to the parallel surfaces,

t1s a laterally extending headed stud in the form of a
screw attached to a side of the inner block B against
which the line I supporting a plumb bob is held pressed.
~ The machine may be made of any suitable material
The handle H is preferably of metal, and bent and
attached firmly to block B as shown.

In the operation of the machine the block A is forced

plumb-

measuring tape between the plane inner surfaces,

~outer blocks to enable theip plane inner surfaces to

- into the dotted line position either by hand or by spring

g, and the tape measure placed with its length in the

opening o, having a definite mark on the tape flush with

the edge of a serew t.  The lever 1 is pressed towards

‘the handle H, and this action causes the wire W, which

is connected with lever I to move downward, the two
wires m and » always maintaining the parallelism of
the twosurfaces of the blocks. The tapeis placed in the
opening o, between the blocks, with its length between
the two blocks, the lever L is pressed and the tape firmly
gripped. The tape is released by relaxing the pressure
of the hand, when the block A is forced into the dotted
line position by spring g. When the tape is gripped by

~the blocks and a definite point on the tape placed fAush

with edge of the screw ¢, a line I attached to the plumb-
bob shown may be placed against the screw ¢, the loose
end of the line I passed to the hand grasping the handle,
the point may be fixed without injury to the tape meas-
ure or to the operator.

Having thus described my invention, what I claim
as New 18—

1. A measuring tape-holder comprising a lever having a
curved inner.end, an inner hloclk having a curved outer
surtace against which the curved inner end of the levor is
adapted to bear, and a plane inner surface adapted to re-
ceive a measuring tape, means pivotally connecting the le-
ver with the inner block, an outer block having a pluane
inner surface and adapted to seat upon the plane inner
surface of the inner Llock for gripping the measuring tape
between the plane inner surtaces, means pivotally connect-
ing the lever with the outer block and parallel links ad-
Justably connecting togetlier the inner and outer blocks to
enable their plane inner surfaces to approach or recede
from each other. .

2. A measuring tape-holder, comprising a lever having
a curved inner end, an inner Dlock formed with a handle
having a curved outer surtace against which the curved
inner end of the levey is adapted to bear, and 2 plane inner
surface adapted to receive n measuring tape, means pivot-
ally connecting the lever with the inner block, an outer
block having a plane inner surface and adapted -to seat
upon the plane inner surface of the inner block for o) ip-

bing the measuring tape Detween the plane inner surfaces,

means pivotally connecting the lever with the outer block
and parallel links adjustably connecting together the in-
ner and otiter blocks to enable their plane inner surfaces
to approach or recede from each other.

3. A measuring tape-holder comprising a lever having
a curved inner end, an inner block having a curved outer
surface against which the curved inner.end of the lever is
adapted to bear, and g plane inner surtace formed with
ountwardly curved ends adapted to receive g measuring
tape, means pivotally connecting the lever with the inner
block, an outer block having a plane inner surface formed
withh outwardly curved ends, and adapted to seat upon the
plane inner surface of the inner block for gripping the
means
pPivotally conneeting the lever with the outer DLlock and
parallel links adjustably connecting together the innep and
ap-
proach or recede from each other.

4. A measuring tape-holder comprising a
a curved inner end, an inner Dlock having
surface against which the curved inner end

lever having
a4 curved outer
of the leveyr is
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adapted to bear, and a plane inner suriace adapted to re-
ceive n measwring tape, means pivotally connecting the le-
ver with the inner Dblock, @ laterally extending stud se-
cured to a side ol the inner hloek for supporting a plumb-
hol) line, an oufer block having a plane inner surtface and
andapted to seat upon the plane inner surtace of the inner
bloek for gripping the measuring tape between the plane
sner surfaces, means pivotally connecting the lever with
the outer block and parallel links adjustably connecting
together the inner and outer blocks to enable their plane
inner surfaces to approach or recede from each other.

5. A measuring tape-holder comprising a lever having
q curved inner end, an inner hlock having a curved outer
surface against which the curved inner end of the lever is
adapted to bear, and a plane inner surtace adapted to re-
ceive o measuring tape, a link pivotally connecting the le-
ver with the inner block, an outer block having a plane in-
ner surface and adapted to seat upon the plane inner sul-
tace of the inner block for oripping the measuring tape be-
tween the plane. inner surfaces, 2 link pivotally connecting
the lever with the outer block and parallel links adjustably
connecting together the inner and outer blocks to enable

862,839

v their plane 1nner qurfaces to approach or recede from each

other. .

6. A measuring tape-holder comprising a lever having
q curved inner end, an inner block having a curved outer
surface against which the curved inner end of the lever is
adapted to bear, and a plane inner surface adapted to re-
ceive o measuring tape, means pivotally connecting the le-
ver with the inner block, an outer block having a plane In-
ner swrface and adapted to seat upon the plane lnner sur-
tace of the inner block for oripping the measuring tape be-
tween the plane inner surfaces, means pivotally connecting
{he lever with the outer block, a spring having its ends se-
cured respectively to the inner and outer blocks for hold-
ing them apart, and parallel links adjustably connecting
together the Inner and outer blocks to enable their plane
inner surfaces to approach or recede from each other.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in presence o1
fwo witnesses.

ROBRERT T. NELSON.

Witnesses .
RonaND C. BOOTIIL,
Maup . DOOTH.
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