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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Avcust M. BECKER, a citizen
of the United States, residing in New York, in the
borough of Manhattan, county and State of New York,
have invented certain new and usetul Improvements
1n Picture-Exhibitors, of which the following is a
specification.

This invention relates to certaln improvements in
picture-exhibitors by which a number of pictures
are moved forward into view from the rear towards
the front by the depression of a lever, so as to exhibit
the pictures which: are placed at both sides in suitable
frames that are successively moved forward by mechan-
ism actuated by the lever; and for this purpose the
Invention consists of a picture-exhibitor which com-
prises a casing open at the front and rear, a plurality

of exhibiting frames in which the pictures are placed
both at the front and rear,

said frames move in backward direction, lever-arms
by which they are engaged and lifted over the top
of the casing to the front top-part of the same and then
iransierred to the ways, and an actuating-lever con-
nected with said arms and acdapted to operate the same
30 as to bring the picture-exhibiting frames from the
rear of the casing over towards the front of the same.

The invention consists further of certain details of
construction which will be tully described hereinafter
and finally pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 represents

a perspective view of my improved picture-exhibitor,

Fig. 2 is a vertical transverse section on line 2, 2, Fig.
1, drawn on a larger scale, Fig. 3 is a vertical longi-
tudinal section through one corner of the exhibitor,
Fig. 4 is a rear-elevation of the upper corner, Fig. 5
is a vertical transverse section through the exhibitor,
showing the frames in their motion from the rear part
of the casing towards the front part of the same, and
I'ig. 6 is a detail view of one of the frames.

Similar letters of reference indicate corresponding
parts in the several figures.

Referring to the drawings, ¢ represents the casing
of my improved picture-exhibitor, which consists of
a base ¢!, two upright side-hoards a”, and a top a3,
The base a! is supported on ball-shaped buttons or
feet so as to be slightly raised above the part on which
the exhibitor is placed. The exhibitor 1s provided
at its inside with inclined ways b, b which are made
of wire or other suitable material and on which the
picture-exhibiting frames 7 are guided by means of
U-shaped wire ears e which are attached to the upper
ends of the same. The front ends of the meclined ways
are provided with upwardly and inwardly bent guides

b' and the rear ends with backwardly-bent guides b2 |

inclined ways on which

| which serve to guide the frames into proper position.

To the upper part of the side-walls of the casing are
applied pivot-arms d, which are bent mwardly at
their rear ends and provided with fixed hooks d! which
engage the wire ears ¢ of the frames and serve to lift
them away out of the inclined guides. To one of the
pivots of the bent arms d is applied a grooved orna-
mented pulley eX, to the circumference of which is
attached a connecting-cord ¢!, the lower end of which
1s applied to a lever [ applied to the lower part of the
side-walls ¢?, said lever being provided with an en-
largement ' at the front end so as to he pressed by
the thumb. The curved lever-arms d are connected
transversely by a pivotrod 8 so that they operate
together, the pivot-rod being acted upon by helical
springs s which are attached at one end to the rod and
at the opposite end abut against the top of the casing,
sald springs exerting a downward tension on the arms
d 50 as to hold them in position in the recesses a* at
the rear portion of the side-walls g2,

The operation of my improved pictm‘e—e}dlibitor 18
as follows: After the frames S are filled with the re-
quired number of pictures and placed in position on
the inclined ways 1n the casing the lever 1 is depressed,
so that the hook-shaped ends dt of the actuating lever-

arms d engage the cars ¢ of the rear picture frame, then |

lift the same out of the rear part of the casing in up-
ward direction and over the top part into inclined po-
sition at the front of the same, as shown clearly in Fig.
o. The hook-shaped ends @' of the leverarms re-
ceive the ears ¢ in such a manner that when the arms
are raised from the position shown in dotted lines in
Fig. 2, the rear frame will also be raised and partake of
the movement of said arms, being swung over the cabi-
net to the front of the same., The ears ¢ are made to
fit rather snugly within the hook-shaped ends, where-
by the frame, instead of hanging vertically, will be
swung outwardly and upwardly, through the different
positions indicated in dotted lines in Fig. b, into the
approximately upright position shown in said figure,
in which the frame is engaged with the front ends of
the guides, after which the frame will fall down into
the position shown in Fig. 1. The pivoted arms are
returned by the springs into their position at the rear
part of the casing so as to take up by their hooks the
next frame and bring the same over into the upper
front position, so that the picture is moved into for-
ward direction into the casing so as to be supported on
its ears on the inclined ways of the casing, ready to be
moved 1 backward direction, as the pictures are
moved forward one after the other by the actuating
mechanism. | .

The picture-exhibitor may be provided with a lid
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a® at the front part that is hinged at the lower part so as
to be brought up to the top so as to close the casing at
the front part when the exhibitor is not in use. Dur-
ing the exhibition of the pictures the lid is lowered s0
as not to interfere with the regular feed of the exhibit-
ing frames.

The exhibitor can be used on a small scale as a pic-
ture-exhibitor or album for family use, and on a larger
scale for advertising purposes in connection with sult-
able advertising matter.

Having thus described my invention, I claim as
new and desire to secure by Letters Patent:

1. A picture-exhibitor consisting of a casing open at the
front and rear, inclined ways at the upper part of said
casing having bent-up ends, a plurality of picture-exhibit-
ing frames provided with wire ears at their upper coruners
and guided on said ways, pivoted and spring-actuated arms
having inwardly-bent rear ends and hooks on said ends
adapted to engage the ears on gnid frames, and means for
swinging said arms over the top of the casing in forward

862,697

direction for successively delivering the frames and drop-
ping them in front of the casging. o

2. A picture-exhibitor consisting of a casing provided
with a base, side-walls and top, inclined ways at the In-

side of said side-walls, a plurality of picture frames having

projecting ears at the upper corners and guided on said
wayvs, said ways being provided with upwardly-bent front
and rear parts, pivoted and spring-actuated arms having
inwardly-bent rear ends provided with hooks for engaging
tne ears on said picture frames, a lever at the front part of
the casing, a pulley on one of said arms, and a cord con-
necting said lever with said pulley so that on the depres-
gsion of the lever the rear arms e¢ngage i frame at the rear
part of the casing,

nart of the casing.

In testimony, that I claim the foregoing as my inven-
tion, I have signed my name in presence of two subscribing
witnesses, | |

AUGUST M. BRCKELR.

Witnesses :

Paun (GOEPLL,
Hraxry J. SUIRBIER.

rajse the same and swing it forward:
and by the next following frame and drop it over the front
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