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To all whom it may concern:

IBe 1t known that I, CaarLEs FESSLER, a citizen of
the United States of America, residing at Detroit, in
the county of Wayne and State of Michigan, hdave in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements in Show-
Cases or Boxes, of which the following is a specifica-

tion, reference bemg had thel ein to the accompanying !

drawings.

The invention relates to a show case or box of the
knockdown type, and more particularly to the means
of connecting the inclosing wall or side members of the
box with the base, and the particular form of bottom
employed for the box and 1ts peculiar association with
the other parts of the case.

The invention consists in the novel construction of
the case or box, and in the peculiar arrangement and

combination of its parts, as will be hereinafter more

fully set forth.

In the drawings—TFigures 1 and 2 are sectional frag-
mentary views of a show-case embodying my inven-
tion; Iig. 3 is a sectional perspective view of a corner

~of one of the side sections or members; Fig. 4 is a similar

view of a base corner; and Tig. 5 is a detached sectional
view of a corner of a show-case of modified construc-
tlon.

The reference-letter A represents the base section or
support on which the other parts of the case are mount-
ed, consisting preferably of four inwardly-inclined
rall members, as B, united at the corners by a miter-
joint C. B

The base is fashioned with a flat top D, in which ;

1s formed a preferably continuous groove E. This
groove has straight walls or sides, and extends down-

wardly and preferably inwardly to one side of the per- -

pendicular, as illustrated in TFig. 1.

I represents side members forming collectively the
inclosing wall for the casing or box. In this particular
instance, each side is composed of top and bottom rails
a and b respectively, side rails ¢, and a transparent
panel ¢, but other forms of sides may as well be em-
ployed if desired, the particular construction being im-
material. Preferably, each side carries,—depending
from the lower face of its bottom rail, and intermediate
ing in
configuration and inclination to the groove, and adapt-
ed to fit therein, forming a locking connection between

the inclosing wall and the base.

H represents the top or cover for the case, pmwded
with a depending flange I that embraces the side sec-
tions and holds the latter in proper position.

J designates a plate forming the case or box bottom,
mounted independently upon the base section, above

the grooves therein and in abutment with the bottom | inclined a,t an acute angle, and a corresponding incli-

I rails of the side sections.

This bottom plate may be
secured In any suitable manner to the base, as by
nails 1.

In assembling the parts, each side section is ar-
ranged In a relatively vertical position with respect to
the base, with the extremity of its depending tongue
G partly in engagement with the base slot. Owing to
the fact that the groove is a straight one, it is merely
necessary to allow the side section to fall by gravity
into its proper position, the movement being down-
wardly and inwardly, and the inward movement
bringing the bottom rail of each side into contact with
the bottom plate J, forming in this manner a tight
Joint. The groove and tongue construction described
provides a locking engagement between the sides and
the base, preventing the detachment of the sides
when the case is in use, the sides being held in their
proper vertical positions by means of the top II pre-
viously set forth.

Any preferred means may be employed for securing
the side sections to one another, and I have prefer-

-ably shown a tongue and groove construction (indi-

cated in IFig. 2), the tongues ¢ on one side section
engaging grooves i formed in the opposing sections.

One of the side members is preferably provided
with a door, as ¢, hinged to one of its side rails, and the
bottom rail of this section, f, is of less thickness or
height than the others, so as to bring its top face or
side flush with the bottom plate J. The flooring in
this Instance extends practically to the outside of the
door section, which permits the dirt and accumula-
tion within the case to be readily swept out. |

It will be understood that while I have shown the
peculiar Jlocking engagement between all of the sides
and the base, this is not necessarily essential, but is
preferable, as it provides a stronger and more satisfac-
tory structure. |

It ‘will be obvious from the foregoing description
that the inclination of the engaging tongue may be to
either side of the perpendicular, the inward inclina-
tion being preferable, however, as it permits of a tight
joint between the mdes and bottom, as previously set
forth; furthermore, the particular fo1m of the recess
or groove formed 1n the base, as shown, is not essential,
it merely being required that one wall of the groove
shall extend at an acute angle to the base, so as to pro-
vide the locking engagement desired.

In the modification illustrated in Fig. 5, a recess of
‘erent configuration to that previously desecribed is

dif

| shown,—indicated by the reference-letter K,—in

which a depending engaging section or tongue I, eX-
tends. Here the wall of the recess, M is undercut, or
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nation is given to the adjoining mde of the tongue L
s0 as to provide for the abutment and of the locking
engagement.

What I claim as my invention 1s,—

1. In a knockdown show case or box, the combination.

with a Dase section having a straight ineclined groove
formed therein, and a side member carrying a depending
tongue from its lower portion corresponding in form and
inclination to the groove.

9. In a knockdown show case or box, the combination
with a Dase section having formed in its top a straight
downwardly-extending groove inclined to one sidée of the

perpendicular, a side frame having depending from 1its

bottom portion a straight tongue comespondmﬂ in inclina-.

15 tion to and adapted to engage the groove.

3. In a khockdown show case or box, the comhmatlon
with a base section having a continuous straight inwardly
inclined aroove or recess formed in its top, intermediate
the front and rear edges thereof, side frames carrying cor-

20 respondingly straight and inclined tongues depending . from

the fl ame bottoms Dhetween the edﬂ*es thereof, and zul:lpted

862,461

to engige the bage groove, and a bottom plate resting upon

the base section above the groove 111 abutment with the
inher faces of the frames.

4. In a knockdown show case or box, the combination
with a base section having one of its sides recessed longi-

25

tudinally, forming a straight inclined retaining wall ex-

tending inwardly and downwmdly in relation to the base
top, and a side section having the portion adjoining the
hase fashioned to engage said wall when the parts are
assembDbled. -

H., In a knochﬂown show case or box, the combination
with a4 baseé section, provided with a recess having one
wall a plane surface extending inwardly and downwardly
at an acute angle in relation to the base, of a side member

or section earrying a depending tongue adapted to engage

the recess and abut against the inclined wall.
In testimony whereof I afiix my signature in presence of
two witnesses. - |

CHARLES FESSLER.

Witnesses :
C. J. DASKE,
HueNry OTIS.
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