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SECTIONAL TRACKER-BOART

To all whom ™5t may concern.:

Be it known that I, Harry M. SMITH, a citizen of-
~the United States of Ameriea, and'a resident of Chi Cago

A

. CookTeounty, inois, have invented o certam new and

10

U 3 s a view of a single section thereof, Fig. 4 is a sec-

~tgeful Improvement in Seetional Tracker-Boards, of

which the following is a specification.
My invention relates to Improvements in tracker-

- boards for self-playing musical mstruments, and has
Hor'its object the production of g fracker-board con-

structed 1n sections in order that the board may be
made to accommodate itself to the varying widths of

~ the mysic roll passing over said board: |

-

A Turther object is the production of a tracker-board
that may be cheaply constructed, and one that is least

Tiable to warping or change incident to the weather.
These and such other objects as may hercinafter appear
“are obtained by my device, an embodiment of which
. 18 illustrated in the accompanying drawings,

in which
my lmproved
Ing. 2 is a'top view of the same. Ifig.

Figure 1 represents a bottom view. of
racker-board.

tional view on line 4—4 in Fig. 1, looking in the direc-

- tion indieated by the ALLOW.

- osections o, a?, a and a’.

Cinstrument

Like letters indieate like parts in the several figures

of the drawing.

Referring now to the foregoing drawings, A represents
a tracker-board comprising a central section a*® and side

squared ends C—C of the tubes D—D, which extend
from the tracker-board to channels in the frame of the
- which the primary pnceumatics are

loeated. - On the under side of the tracker-board are

sccured a series of collars E—I& through which extends
a rod If, adapted t¢ hold the individual scetions to-
gether.. The under side of the tracker-board is also pro-

R vided with o sccond series of collars ‘secured thereto,
- so arranged as that there shall be two collars secured to

0 seach rection,—for Instance, in section‘ a*—one (G)
40

mthreaded and one (G7) threaded. On the under side
of section ¢ are also two collars, one (H) unthreaded

“and one (1Y) threaded.  These collars on the different

- sections are all in line; and adapted to have a rod J pass

~through theseries of collars.  This rod T is provided at
several poinfs with threaded portions, such threaded
portions K, I, being adapted to engage the threaded

. . collars or nuts G and H’.  On that portion of the rod
- Flocated beneath the central section a? are placed pins

M and M/ adapted to abut against collars N—N secured

16 the central seetion, The purpose of these pins is to

preventany lateral movement of the rod with respect

Lo the central section, and thus prevent any displace-

«
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B3 represents a long opening
oo, through - the tracker-hoard adapted. to receive the
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ment of the section itself. - Attached to one end of the
rod J is a disk or thumb-piece O by means of which the
rodd J is revolved. | | - . . '

Referring to the operation of my device, the sections

05

are fitted together, allowing between each section such .

slight distance as the season of the year or the tempera-
ture of the room may vequire. Whey through reason
of hygrometric conditions, the musie roll contracts or. 60
¢Xpands, compensation may be made for such contrac-

~tlon or expansion by turn ing the rod J. . Inasmuch s

the sections are comparatively small, and the contrac-
tton and expansionare from the center, 1t is unneces-
sary to make any change in the position of the central 65
section, it being only necessary to shift th~ position of
the side sections.

In order to properly compensate for the change in -
width of the roll, it is necessary to change the distance

from the center to the extreme end of the tracker-board 70

In aninereasing ratio of distance. This is accomplished
by making the pitch of the threaded portion K of a less.
degree of inclination than that of the threaded portion

L at the end of the rod.- I find in practice that good

restilts are obtained by making the pitch of the thread- 75
ed portions I, K, in.the proportion of two to one. |
In the use of articles of this description, in which a
roll of music provided with openings arranged to reg-
ister with the openings of the tracker-board is used, |
much difficulty is oceasioned through the fact that 80
owing to conditions in the temperature and humidity,
the shifting of the heles in the paper prevents a proper
registration of such holes with the corresponding holes
In the tracker-board. This, it is evident, will make
the music faulty when produced under such conditions, 85
By the use of my improved device, T am enabled,
after properly adjusting the position of the different
sectlons of the tracker:board, to meet the existing

~couditions and to take care of any changes occasioned

through variations in the width of the paper, with a 90
corresponding deviation in the proper location of the
holes therein. | |

It 1s evident that my invention is capable of being
altered to a considerable extent without departing
irom the spirit of my invention, especiatly with respect
to the methods of attachine the rods to the trackoer-
board, and also with respect to the threaded collars or
nuts and screw-threaded portions of the rod. The cs-
sential feature of my invention is, however, a sectional
tracker-bourd that is capable of heing adjusted to meet
existing conditions, | _'

It 1s evident that while I have only shown a tracker-
board provided with five sections, any nuiber of see-

95
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[ tions may be used with a corresponding change in the



*

threaded collars or nuts and screw-threaded portions

of therod. . -
I claim:

1. In an article of the class described, the combination

with a tracker board comprising an immovable central soc-
tion, and a plurality of movable side sections, of acans for

- varying the position of such side sections, said means com- |

- prising collars or nuts with throeads of varying piteh, a rod

10

having threaded portions corresponding therewith and
adapted fo engarpe sald nuts or collars, and stops to cen-

gage the collars on the central scction of tlhic central sec-

tion of the tracker, ‘
2. In an article of the class deseribed, the comlination

862,289

with a tracker-board comprising an immovable central
horizontal section, of horizontal side sectinns adjacent to

each other, rods holding said sections together, nooserios
of collars mounted on the fracker seetiens and supporting

said rods, and means for varying the distance between ad-
jacent sections, said means comprising serow-threaded por-
tions on one of said rods, adapted to engage corresponding
threads in said collars, the threads of said rods and collars
being of different piteh for different sections, |
Signed by me this 22nd day of Dee,, 14505
HARIY M. SMITI,
Witnesses : |
I Drtuey,
S5, €, LEwis,
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